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regimental Colonel’s NOTES
Standing on the saluting base on
Remembrance Sunday, as the Pipes and
Drums led the regiment home through
London’s streets, I was struck by what
a privilege it is both to have become a
London Scot and to have been appointed
by The Queen as your Colonel.
It was humbling to take on this
Colonelcy during the very night of the
100th anniversary of the London Scottish
Regiment’s noble fight at Messines, on 31st
October 1914.
If I may, it is also very special for me to
take on this office in the 700th anniversary
of the Battle of Bannockburn, when my
ancestor, King Robert the Bruce, also faced a
formidable enemy and held the Scottish line.
At the Hallowe’en Dinner, the regiment’s
members, present and past, proved that the
profound narrative of what our predecessors
did at Messines, on that ferocious night,
will never be forgotten. More than this, I
felt we have all reawakened our collective
conscience to the noble template of courage
that they bequeathed into our trust: we can
test our mettle against it forever.
This is especially true as we train our
serving London Scots for whatever task Her
Majesty may call them to discharge for the
safety of Her Realm and People in the future.
The regiment can be entirely content that,
under Colonel David’s meticulous guidance,
coupled with the hard work of Regimental
Headquarters and the sheer dedication
and enthusiasm of the entire Regimental
family, this venerable Centenary of ours
was honourably and properly marked; the
Fallen were each freshly remembered and a
strong sense of rededication lifts the step of
every one of us as we march into an endlessly
uncertain future.
May I thank all of you for whatever you
did to make this Hallowe’en tribute what
it was? Every contribution, no matter how
small, helped to make it work. Whether
you were among our representatives at
Messines itself on the 31st October; at the
splendid dinner in Horseferry Road or
just holding the thought of the centenary
in Remembrance, Hallowe’en 2014 has
collectively strengthened what we are.
Many of you will know that my civilian
occupation is broadcasting. It seemed
apposite and a wonderful opportunity
to exploit my new regiment’s Hallowe’en
story and make it central to my annual
Remembrance Sunday television coverage
on Sky News as I commentated live events
at the Cenotaph, when The Queen led the
nation in the National Act of Remembrance.

The New Regimental Colonel in his Sky News studio, wearing the London Scottish
Regiment’s tie for the first time, to cover Remembrance Sunday events at the
Cenotaph. Straight afterwards he walked up to Horseferry Road and changed into
Hodden Grey to take the salute in Pont Street.
With so much emphasis on the First
World War and the recent end of British
involvement in Afghanistan, the London
Scottish Regiment’s record of service sat
across it all. Hopefully, you saw the piece
about the regiment and the overall coverage
and I know that the Association’s first march
past the Cenotaph was also referred to by my
colleagues in the BBC.
We have heard news of Sir Tommy
MacPherson’s death, which reminds us
again of the considerable valour shown by
our Second World War veterans. Often, as a
Member of the Royal Company of Archers,
The Queen’s Body Guard for Scotland, I was
under his steely eyed command and I saw
his MC ribbon camouflaged by a thicket of
silver Bars. We salute him, his generation and
all that they did to protect our way of life.
The descriptive painting that I took
delivery of, on your behalf on Remembrance
Sunday, which depicts the London Scots in
Afghanistan is a very appropriate addition
to the regiment’s record of service – past
and present. An anonymous contributor
from among us has made this commission
possible and I thank him for this very
generous and appropriate gift to us all.
I would like to thank all the regimental
family for welcoming me so warmly. Major
Nic Storey, his Officers, Non Commissioned

Officers and Soldiers in A Company know
how seriously I wish to support their place
in the London Regiment and their constant
task of training for operations. I want to get
to know them all, their families, employers
and all those they care for who support their
particular service to the United Kingdom.
Major Stuart Young and Laura Truman
have guided my first footsteps into being
a London Scot and the Lord Robertson
joined the former colonels to dine me in
with the benefit of their wisdom. It was a
great sadness that Colonel John Clemence
was taken ill during the Hallowe’en events,
when he had intended to be at Messines
with the Association, but we all benefitted
at the dinner from his generous present of
whisky. I am also anxious to be of service to
the Association and its interests, which are
spread across the United Kingdom. In due
course, it will be a joy to visit the Toronto
Scottish: my Great Great Grandfather, James
Bruce the 8th Earl of Elgin, was Governor
General of Canada and did much to create
the nation in its present form; so there are
strong connections.
Finally, I would like to pay tribute to my
predecessor, Colonel David Rankin-Hunt.
We first met at Chelsea Barracks when I
arrived in the 2nd Battalion Scots Guards and
he was a senior Subaltern. Soon afterwards,
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we were both serving in West Belfast and
I learned what steel lurked beneath his
quiet exterior, when facing danger on
operations. He became a Reservist long
before I did and in fact he was the catalyst
to me joining the Territorial Army. Colonel
David’s commitment to the London Scottish
Regiment, its history and traditions over
the last seven years has been exemplary. He
has delivered much, not least the centenary
events that marked the end of his tenure.
We are all endebted to his conviction to
the regiment and I am grateful to him for
handing over the reins in good order.
May I offer my very best wishes to all the
Regimental family this Christmas, in the
confidence that we will face the opportunities
and challenges of 2015 in the instinct and
spirit of Strike Sure”
Col Alastair Bruce
Regimental Colonel
The London Scottish

The incoming and outgoing Regimental Colonels pictured in the Officer’s Mess at
Hallowe’en

OC’s NOTES
I can safely say that this has been another
particularly busy yet rewarding period to
write upon. I will kick off by introducing
some new officers to the company.
We welcome Capt Max Dooher, who joins
us from the Irish Guards and Capt Adam
Greenwood from the Royal Corps of Signals.
Both are transitioning from the regular army.
Capt Dooher has been stepping in as Ops
Officer and Capt Greenwood will be working
with Capt Piers Wickman in 2 Platoon. Also
joining us is 2Lt Alex Daley 6 SCOTS who is
with us for a year whilst studying in London.
2Lt Daley will head up Recruit Training and
Recruiting for the Company. We welcome all
three to the London Scottish family.
In September, the London Regiment,
having formed up as a full infantry company,
returned from two weeks in Italy. This was
a great example of more frequent overseas
exercises (OTXs), following Cyprus in
2012, and also further example of the more
frequent opportunities for regular-reserve
integrated training. The training itself was
incredibly varied, with core infantry training
balanced with adventure training and even a
cultural visit to Venice.
In October, we saw the return of the Op
TOSCA cohort. Op TOSCA is the UN peace
keeping operation in Cyprus on which
The London Regiment sent 54 officers and
soldiers, of which 16 were from A Company.
The deployment opportunity came about as
part of the pairing of The London Regiment
with the Irish Guards and I am pleased to
say that the London Regiment, and indeed
The London Scottish, have proven that this

fully integrated regular-reserve model can
work. In fact, testament to this is that eleven
Force Commander’s Commendations were
issued for the operation. Three of these
were issued to reservists, two of which were
to London Jocks. I’m sure you will join me
in congratulating LCpl Dingley and LCpl
Holbrough on a fantastic achievement. I’m
also delighted to say that the deployment has
borne several richly deserved promotions for
London Scottish soldiers, including the now
WO2 Ian Dawson.
Whilst the troops in Cyprus had the
opportunity to trial various adventure
training pursuits, we were keen to ensure
that those back in the UK were not left
out! Consequently, Capt Dooher organised
and ran a visit for troops to the Lea Valley
Olympic Park. This activity, key in driving
retention, was kindly paid for by the London
Scottish Regimental Trust. The day itself
included hydro-speeding (essentially body
boarding down man made rapids with little
else than a large polystyrene float in our
hands!) and then the main event onboard
10-man rafts.
The October Battalion weekend was led
by A Coy and included the training of 30
Toronto Scottish soldiers who were over for
a ten day training package. The weekend
practiced a combination of patrolling and
section battle drills and included an excellent
smoker on the Saturday night including
a field kitchen cooked haggis, ‘neeps and
tatties! The Toronto Scottish soldiers then
moved down to Lydd to partake in a range
package, run by the Battalion including

several London Jocks.
Later that week, half of the Toronto Jock
contingent joined the Company, Association
and guests at the Centenary Hallowe’en
dinner. The dinner was an excellent tribute
to such an important anniversary and was
extremely well attended by over 40 London
Jocks. At midnight, Col Alastair of Bruce
of Crionaich OBE took over as Regimental
Colonel, and it was great to host Col Bruce
for his first visit the following Tuesday where
he met the Company officers and SNCOs. It
was also great to see coverage of the dinner
on Sky News on Remembrance Sunday!
The highlight of November was the
weekend of the Lord Mayor’s Show and
Church Parade. The former had a good
turn out from the whole Battalion with the
London Scottish Pipes & Drums ensuring
that we were heard by the crowd well before
we were seen! The Church Parade was also
well attended and proved to be a fitting
tribute in this important year.
Finally, it’s good to see that recruiting
continues apace with 2 Platoon at Catford
one of the best attended locations across
the Army Reserve. We also continue to train
new recruits volunteering to attend limited
training in civilian clothes to get to know the
company before they receive kit and begin
their recruit training proper. Additionally,
Capt d’Inverno has also worked on the
Army Reserve Officer Recruiting Team of
late to help sell the Battalion and Reserves
to large employers and in mid-November
we also ran a well-attended Open Evening
at Horseferry Road. We have also succeeded
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in recruiting two London Scottish wives
this period though, with me marrying Zoe
in August, and Capt Wickman marrying
Victoria in October!
One final point from me is to mention
three leavers from the Company.
Firstly, WO2 Dixon who moved on to be
Company Sergeant Major of D (London
Irish Rifles) Company in Camberwell. This
follows a successful tenure as OC Recruiting
and Recruit Training for the company and
we congratulate him on his well-deserved
move to CSM.
Secondly, WO2 (CSM) Carter who will
be leaving the Company to be the Battalion
Training Warrant Officer. WO2 Carter
has had an excellent tenure as CSM of A
Company and leaves behind a very strong

legacy. WO2 Carter will be replaced as CSM
by the newly promoted WO2 Dawson in
January 2015.
Third is the A Company Permanent Staff
Administration Officer (PSAO) Capt Andy
Haines. Capt Haines moved on in November,
after more than four years of outstanding
full time service for the company. I would
like to take this opportunity to highlight the
gratitude the company has for his tireless
dedication, commitment and loyalty to the
troops. He has also been a valuable right
hand man for me and previous Company
Commanders, with an unmatched wealth of
experience and integrity. In January we also
lose the highly commendable WO2 (CSM)
By the time you read this, The London
Regiment will have re-subordinated to 11

Inf Bde from 4 Dec 14, after several years as
part of London District. However, the MAIN
EFFORT very much remains recruiting.
In the short term my main effort is the
reintegration of the returning troops. But for
the rest of the training year it is the continual
focus on driving recruitment in line with the
FR20 targets.

the Platoon were conducting familiarisation
training on the type of vehicles that would
be used to patrol the Buffer Zone. Others
meanwhile only had a brief time to prepare to
fly out to Cyprus and start the handover from
28 Regiment Royal Engineers.
The operation involved over 270 personnel
from the Irish Guards Battle Group deploying
to Cyprus in support of the United Nations
peacekeeping mission, which in 2014 was in
its 50th year. The Battle Group would be the
British contribution for 6 months between
April and October.
By the end of March the whole Battle
Group was in place in Cyprus and had
full control over Sector 2 and started its 6
month operation. Based in the former 5 star
Ledra Palace Hotel in Nicosia, there were
a few disappointed faces on arrival, clearly
the term ‘hotel’ had set certain individuals
imaginations going....the reality soon
brought them back down to earth....5 star it
may once have been, now it would be lucky to
get any rating on Trip advisor!
The Platoon got into its routine quite
quickly and settled into its task well. The
novelty was not to last long however, once it
was realised that the more kinetic time that
we had spent in Shropshire didn’t in fact
mirror the reality on the ground on island.
The mundane and getting used to the status
quo between the two sides did surprise all,
from the Afghanistan and Iraq veterans to the
newest riflemen in the platoon. However we
all had a job to do and we were determined to
make sure we did it well.
The operational format of the tour
basically saw each Section within the platoon,
on a different rotation to another for an
approximate 3 day period. How this roughly
worked was, 1 Section might have been

Patrolling, consisting of pairs conducting
4 hour patrols of the Buffer Zone in either
vehicles, by foot or by bicycle, whilst 2
Section could be really living the dream
conducting 24 hour Guard, QRF or on Sector
2 Reserve. The remaining third Section
would meanwhile be away on training and
also have a chance for some down time and
to admin themselves.
The inclusion of Infantry training also
surprised many. In order to keep current and
keep our individual skills and training up to
date, exercises were organised throughout
the tour to keep things fresh and provided a
good way to help break up the routine aswell.
These varied from navigation exercises, to
patrolling, section attacks and operating
in built up areas. These exercises also gave
our platoon the chance to better mix and
integrate with the Irish Guards and see how
they conducted training and indeed learn
from them and grow our individual skill sets.
The tour wasn’t all work and fighting
tedium, the Battle Group made sure we all
had a week of adventurous training during
the course of the 6 months, which saw
platoon members go away and experience
activities ranging from parachuting, and
sailing to a multi activity week in Dhekelia
– with kayaking, sailing, rock climbing
and mountain biking. More of which was
written about in a previous edition. Also the
welfare team and the Padre laid on various
events to keep us amused. Visits to local
points of interest, beaches, film nights, trips
to cinemas, wine tastings, boat trips, theme
nights, fishing trips and competitions all
allowed those off duty or those non essential
duty personnel a bit of respite and a chance
to interact and enjoy what the island had to
offer.

STRIKE SURE
Major NJ Storey
Officer Commanding A (London Scottish)
Company
The London Regiment

Op Tosca 20
Now this is intended to be only a very
brief précis of Operation TOSCA 20 and
what the tour consisted of. As you can
imagine trying to put the events of the last
9 months to paper is quite a task as all the
individuals involved did different things.
So this is a very much a generalised view of
the tour and what we did.
Well after a running start seeing us
arrive at Reserves Training Mobilisation
Centre Chilwell for 2 weeks, to mobilise,
be processed and conduct all our MATTs
training (again!) we found ourselves in rural
Shropshire taking part in an exercise with a
mock up of the Sector 2 Area of Operations
that we would very soon be operating in. The
exercise which ran for 5 days was designed
to throw every possible scenario at us, in
preparation for anything we could face in
Cyprus. Scenarios ranged from helicopter
down to clashes and riots between the two
factions and UN troops and everything
inbetween. This was the first real opportunity
that the all (LONDONS) reserve 3 Platoon
had to work together as a formed body and
to face and tackle the various situations that
we would all be required to confront and
resolve as part of the Operations Company
in our own designated area of Sector 2.
Almost immediately after that was a few
days of drill and rehearsals in preparation
for our taking part in the 1st Battalion Irish
Guards St Patrick’s Day parade at Mons
Barracks. For the majority of the LONDONS
this was something they were completely
unprepared for and no matter how many
times it was mentioned that it was a huge
honour for us to be taking part, it didn’t up
make for the fact that several members just
weren’t up to the Guards standard of drill.
Following St Patrick’s Day, the majority of
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So to summarise Operation TOSCA was
for many what you could call a ‘marmite’
tour....they either loved it or hated it. Yet
despite whatever the individuals view of it
was, it has to be said in the bigger picture
that the whole experience and opportunity
has increased confidence throughout the

platoon, brought valuable experience and
apply new knowledge from lessons learnt,
formed a closer bond amongst the platoon
from the spectrum of the LONDONS,
allowed individuals to gain and apply new
skills, through the courses and exercises
they took part in either in the programme

or as extracurricular and walk away with a
reasonable suntan, healthy bank balance and
a place on the liver donors transplant waiting
list.
LCpl Holbrough

Hallowe’en centenary dinner
Planning for the centenary dinner had
been started in 2012 when Colonel RankinHunt initiated the restoration of CantonWoodville’s painting ‘Hallowe’en 1914’. The
painting had been hung in the drill hall at
Buckingham Gate in 1927 and had as far as
we can tell, had never been cleaned.
A restorer who has worked for the Royal
Collection was engaged and the painting
was carefully taken down and removed from
the frame. This process highlighted several
problems. The frame was in pretty poor
condition and the picture canvas was torn
in two places, and had water damage (we
think from the aftermath of the incendiary
bombs from the blitz in May 1940 when
RHQ took a direct hit and the roof, floor and
memorials were damaged). The picture was
taken into one of our vacant offices and the
slow, meticulous, cleaning and repair process
began. At the same time the frame was
inspected by a specialist company and taken
away for restoration work. The resulting
unveiling at the dinner by Colonel RankinHunt showed just how impressive the
painting is and how much we have missed it
over the ensuing years.
One of the principle guests at the dinner
had been asked almost eighteen months
before by Colonel Marc Overton, as it was
expected that her diary would be quite
full during her year as The Lord Mayor of
London. Alderman Fiona Woolf CBE is
on the London Regiment’s council and a
great supporter of the Reserve forces and
especially The London Regiment. It was
unfortunate that literally 40mins before the
dinner, she had to pull out because of the
pressure on her after her resignation from
the chair of the Child Abuse Enquiry.
Lord
Robertson,
our
Honorary
Regimental Colonel had been asking the
CGS, General Richards for a couple of years
to be our guest at the dinner, and it was
only when he had stepped down as Chief
of the General Staff that he was able to find
the time to attend. Now General the Lord
Richards of Hertmonceux, he had flown in
that morning from Africa. We were told that
he wasn’t feeling too well and ever mindful
of risk assessment at events like these, we
asked WHICH country in Africa he was

PM Chris MacPherson, DM Brian Alderson, and guest.

The wreath is laid at the 1914-1919 memorial.
returning from! Fortunately for himself and
everyone at Horseferry Road, it wasn’t one
of the west coast countries currently fighting
against the virulent Ebola outbreak.
A documentary crew from SKY TV News
arrived early to film a piece on the regiment’s

involvement in the start of the first battle of
Ypres. This was on the instigation of Colonel
Alastair Bruce of Crionaich, our incoming
Regimental Colonel, who as many know,
is a commentator for SKY TV. It was a
marvellous piece and we have had many nice
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comments about it.
Members and guests started arriving
and with the caterers preparing the tables,
and the bar being filled, it was the start
of a great night. All diners received a
commemorative enamel Centenary pin
badge as well as a boxed commemorative
Centenary medal. Both of these were
produced by the Regiment Trust to a limited
number and they are already collectors’
items. (The correct amount of both badges
and medals were also sent out to regimental
members who dining in Ypres) The top table
assembled in the dining room, doing serious
damage to the regiment’s champagne stock
and getting ready to be piped down by the
Pipe Major. The assembled two hundred
dinners fell silent as they turned to face the
1914-1919 memorial and the wreath was
laid in splendid style by Pte Norris. The
Assistant Padre Andrea Price said a suitable
Presbyterian grace, and the haggis was piped
in by the Pipe Major with accompanying chef
and whisky bottle twirling waiter! Colonel
Rankin-Hunt gave a short talk about the
restoration of the Hallowe’en painting and
then, as the Pipe Major played ‘The London
Scottish Advance on Messines’, the picture
was finally revealed to all the diners from
behind a large red curtain to a spontaneous
and unexpected round of applause.
Dinner was served by MG Caterers from
the 12 x 12 tent set up in the service yard. It
is always amazing how we all get a hot meal
from this ‘al-fresco’ cooking arrangement. It
was devised some years ago when we found
that we couldn’t ensure the heat of the food
when brought down from the kitchens on
the first floor. The evening’s fare was;
Haggis, Neeps and Tatties
with a whisky gravy.
Sauté Supremes of Guinea Fowl with
A Caramelized Plum and Ginger Farce
Served with seasonal potatoes and
Vegetables.
Lemon Possit served with Short Bread.
Coffee and Belgian Poppy Chocolate.
The chocolate poppies were discovered
on the recce to Ypres and Messines back
in February when the manufacture was
stumbled across in the Saturday morning
market in the town square. A donation from
the sale of each poppy goes to the Royal
British Legion.
Twelve bottles of Hodden Grey whisky
were put on the tables to ensure that the
Haggis had suitable ‘gravy’ and that the
evening went along smoothly. This didn’t
just happen! It was due to the generous
donation from Colonel John Clemence who
for medical reasons couldn’t be at the dinner,
but was with us, as he said, “in spirit”!
After the interval, the Pipes and Drums

Lt Kaj Scarbrook and Colonel Marc Overton sing the Evening Hymn.

The CSM and 2ic organise the
Colours to be marched off.

Colonel the Lord Robertson of Port Ellen

entertained us all to a great set of pipe tunes.
With twenty two musicians on parade, it
left a lasting impression on all of our guests.
Those of us who are used to the Pipe band’s
offerings, sometime take their music for
granted, but I can ensure you that the time
and practise that went into this set was long,
and precise, and of a high standard. We are
lucky to have such a band.
The set was;
High Road to Gairloch
The 51st Division at Wadi Akart
The Water is Wide
Paddy’s Leather Breeches
The Banjo Breakdown
And finally,
The 79th’s Farewell to Gibraltar

The address by the Regimental Colonel
outlined the work of the Regiment
throughout the year and gave some
background to some of the top table guests.
Afterwards, the Colonel gave the toast to
The London Scottish Regiment. He then
announced the winner of the Jock Anderson
Trophy. This trophy is given in the name of
Colonel Jock Anderson, a former Regimental
Colonel and Medical officer in The London
Scottish. It is given to the person from all
parts of the regiment who has contributed
the most during the previous year. This
year is was given to two people who each
year put in a huge effort to ensure that the
church parade teas are produced to the high
standards that they always are. This year’s
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Captain Wickman counts Sgt Train’s medals whilst Pte Morton checks his
pockets.
winner(s) was Jan and Billy Brett.
After the noise died down, the stop
watches were out; final contributions were
taken to the sweepstake, as it was time for
the Company Commander’s report on
the serving company. Major Nic Storey
gave an entertaining and precise account
of the company’s activities over the last
year in a most unexpected time (I didn’t
win the sweepstake). After a suitable pause
he gave the toast ‘The London Regiment’.
Lord Robertson presented The MacDonald
Trophy for outstanding junior leadership to
LCpl Nana and the Messines Award for the
best overall commitment to Cpl Miller.
General the Lord Richards of
Hertmonceux gave the reply for the guests,
and an entertaining speech it was. Never
afraid to be self-deprecating, he had the
whole hall laughing at comments on his
original Corp (The Royal Artillery) and his
height! Finally he asked his fellow guests to
raise a glass and toast their hosts.
The Pipe Major came forward to receive
his Quaich after the Pipes and Drums had
played the second set of Company marches,
and the Drum Major asked Colonel Rankin-

The Master of The Distillers, Mr David Raines,
shows off his Commemorative Centenary Medal.

Hunt’s permission, for the last time, to march
off the band playing the Regimental March.
As the Band left the hall, Lord Robertson
came to the microphone to give an address
of thanks to Colonel David Rankin-Hunt for
his seven years of commitment and service
to the Regiment. He reminded the members
and guests that Colonel David has over the
years, steered it through defence reviews and
times of uncertainty. He had also raised the
profile of the regiment by his leadership.
Not many Regimental Colonels of small
TA regiments could successfully invite HM
the King of Jordan, HM the King Tonga
(Twice), HRH The Duke of Kent, HRH
the Crown Prince of Greece, HE The High
Commissioner of Antigua and Barbuda,
HE The Governor General of Barbados,
and The Prince and Grand Master of the
Sovereign Military Order of Malta to dinner!
Lord Robertson’s address received a warm
and generous round of applause from the
assembled members.
The first of the five verses of the Evening
Hymn (Auld Lang Syne) was started with
gusto by Major Storey, followed lustily by
the Pipe Major Jim McLucas, LCpl Dan

Holbrough, WOII CSM Steve Carter, and
the Regimental Secretary, and followed by
the National Anthem.
Half an hour after the formal part of the
evening finished, CSM Carter oversaw the
removal of the London Regiment Colours
by Captains Barklem and d’ Inverno, and the
Victoria Crosses were marched out by LCpls
Nana and Dingley, and Pte Morton under
the watchful eye of the Regimental Secretary.
It was gratifying to see the whole hall stop in
hushed respect as both parties marched out.
Members and guests continued to uphold
the traditional post Hallowe’en custom of
giving the regimental bars plenty of business
until the wee small hours of the following
morning. It was gratifying then that so
many folk were willing (and able) to give
some time on Saturday morning to help the
regimental staff, clear away the aftermath
of what a lot of people agreed, was a truly
memorable evening.

London Scottish Regimental Gazette 105
DEC 14.indd 105

11/26/14 1:30 PM

Hallowe’en apologies and messages
The week before Hallowe’en we received a
telephone call at RHQ from Colonel John
Clemence saying that, sadly he and Heather
wouldn’t be able to be with either the Main
commemorations at Horseferry Road or the
trip to Messines and Ypres, due to having
to have open surgery for a triple bypass.
As apologies for absence go, this has to be
one of the best! Although not being able to
be with us in body, Colonel John was with
us in spirit, literally, as he kindly donated
twelve bottles of Hodden Grey to be spread
around all the tables. This generous gesture
was too late to be include in the Hallowe’en
menu for which we apologies.
The good news is that Colonel John is now
back at home and feeling a lot better, and
we all wish him well on his continued road
towards a full recovery.
Best wishes for a successful Reunion - the
Centenary of that famous stand.
When I enlisted, Autumn 1960, there were
still many Messines men and
Winifriedians around. They would stand,
drink in hand, on the balcony and watch us
train - we soon learned that we had a high
tradition to copy!!
Special greetings to Col. John Clemence
and my peers in A Coy, 1st Battn.
Cheers
Dave Campbell A Coy 1960-64
Sadly I cannot attend tonight, as I am in
Craster, Northumberland celebrating a
90th family birthday.
Please pass on my best wishes to all for a
memorable evening, commemorating the
events at Messines a hundred years ago.
Yours aye
Major Richard Robinson G Coy 19741983
Raising a glass to all members of the
London Scottish, be they at 95, Messines,
or elsewhere in the world. I will always be
glad to have served in a Regiment with such
a proud history. Strike Sure wherever you
are, and I look forward to the day when our
paths cross again.
Ian Cane
Sorry I can’t be there for the 100th
anniversary of the London Scottish being
the first TA unit to go into battle in the
Great War. Ben Davies and I are both sitting
here in Edinburgh saying Slainte as we sip
an Islay single malt.
Strike sure.
Ian Veitch

Sadly I can’t make it to 95 or Belgium
tonight. I was expecting to be overseas on
Exercise but that changed too late for me
to plan in coming to Halloween. I’ll raise
a pot or two in salute to London Scots
everywhere.
Strike Sure.
Stuart Neilson
A glass raised in honour, hope to be able to
make my own visit next week
Ian Hunter

Best wishes to all ... Strike Sure.
Ken Mc.
I know my Dad, although no longer with us,
would’ve of been there tonight especially in
Belgium. I will raise a glass for him and for
the London Jocks tonight.
Strike Sure
Victoria Norris.
Sadly I cannot make the special evening at
HFR this year due to a new addition to the
family. My thoughts are with the past Jocks
and spirit is with the present. I will partake
in a dram this evening.. Unfortunately it
won’t be Hodden Grey! Enjoy the evening
all.
Strike Sure.
Rob Speer
A happy Halloween to the London jocks
past and present have an awesome evening
a glass will be raised.
Strike sure
William Britten
My sincere apologies for not being able to
attend in person this evening. I’ll take a wee
dram in honor of all those fallen.
Strike Sure
Mike McLaren
Wishing all London Jocks a happy
Halloween.
Strike Sure.
Jim Prentice
Wishing all Cockney Jocks everywhere an
enjoyable and contemplative night on the
100th Anniversary of Messines.
Strike Sure!
Ian Bishop
Wishing all at 95 a great night
commemorating 100th Anniversary of The
Battle of Messines Ridge.
Strike Sure.
Mickey Powell

Dear All,
Once again my sincere apologies for being
unable to attend tonight’s gathering. My best
wishes to all that will attend and all who are
unable. I am forever grateful to have been
a member of The London Scottish, and
forever humbled to have served with some
incredible men, and to have followed in the
footsteps of our regimental forbearers
My best wishes to you all, no doubt as
you are raising your glasses I’ll be stick in
Massachusetts rush hour. But as soon as
I get home I’ll raise a glass to all. (Before
accompanying my daughter round the
neighborhood plundering candy!)
Strike Sure.
Yours Aye,
Ross MacDonald
Dear All,
Sorry that i wont be able to make events
at RHQ tonight or in Belgium to celebrate
100 years ago in Messines. I will be raising a
glass don’t you worry.
Am looking forward to seeing photos being
posted over the next couple of days.
Strike Sure
Pablo Glover
Dear All, Unfortunately I will not be able
to be in attendance at RHQ tonight as I am
currently in Germany with a number of the
units senior cadets on an tour and training
with the German Army and British Army.
Tonight during our end of ex meal we will
be taking part in an act of remembrance to
commemorate the events of 100 years ago
in Messines. Strike Sure
Capt Steven Ronner
235 Westminster Cadet Det The London
Scottish
To all at 95, those visiting Messines, and
London Jocks around the globe, I shall be
raising a glass (Malt obviously) to those at
Messines 100 years ago and particularly to
the fallen. We will remember them.
Strike Sure
Richard ‘Peanuts’ de Planter
Dear Fellow London Scots,
I will be thinking of you as we celebrate
the valiant efforts of our gallant forebears
at Messines one hundred years ago. I shall
take a dram in their memory. Have a great
and solemn Halloween
Best Regards
Dr Iain Nicolson
23549199 Pte A Company 1 London
Scottish 1958-1962
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Pipes and drums
With proud thanksgiving, a mother for
her children,
England mourns for her dead across the
sea.
Flesh of her flesh they were, spirit of her
spirit,
Fallen in the cause of the free.
Solemn the drums thrill: Death august
and royal
Sings sorrow up into immortal spheres.
There is music in the midst of desolation
And a glory that shines upon our tears.
They went with songs to the battle, they
were young,
Straight of limb, true of eye, steady and
aglow.
They were staunch to the end against
odds uncounted,
They fell with their faces to the foe.
These are the opening three verses of the
famous poem ‘For the Fallen’ by Robert
Laurence Binyon (1869-1943), which
was first published in The Times of 21st
September 1914. The poem was written in
mid-September 1914, a few weeks after the
outbreak of the First World War. During
these weeks, the British Expeditionary
Force had suffered casualties following its
first encounter with the Imperial German
Army at the Battle of Mons on 23rd August,
its rearguard action during the retreat from
Mons in late August and the Battle of Le
Cateau on 26th August, and its participation
with the French Army in holding up the
German Army at the First Battle of the
Marne between 5th and 9th September
1914. Laurence Binyon was too old to enlist
in the military forces, but he went to work
for the Red Cross as a medical orderly in
1916 and lost several close friends and his
brother-in-law in the war.
The relevance is that I find myself writing
these Band Notes at the end of a prolonged
period of poignant reflection on events
which occurred a hundred years ago. The
participation of the Pipes & Drums in the
Regiment’s Hallowe’en Dinner, Church
Parade and the Western Front Association’s
Annual Service of Remembrance have all
been extremely moving occasions, where
the customary frivolity of the Band has
been tinged with serious contemplation of
our predecessors who made the ultimate
sacrifice, for King and Country, a century
before. It is, thus, fitting that Binyon’s

haunting poem, ‘For the Fallen’, weaves
a solemn thread through these latest
ramblings outlining the recent exploits
of the Ps&Ds, during a very busy phase
including participating in engagements
from Buckingham Palace to Downing
Street, and from the Guildhall to the
Cenotaph.
Number 10 Downing Street
As the ‘hot off the press’ photographs
at the beginning of the Band Notes in the
last edition of the Gazette showed, on the
17th July 2014, P/M McLucas and Piper
Stuart Nicholson were detailed to play at
No 10 for a garden party to celebrate the
signing of the Armed Forces Covenant.
Arriving at the security gate to Downing
Street in Full Dress - much to the delight of
the assembled camera-toting tourists - the
armed Police on duty found that that our
two doodlesackers did not appear on the
list of approved personnel. However, after
a very hurried phone call, the pair were
ushered through the metal detector which,
unsurprisingly, was set ablaze with flashing
lights and sirens as our Dress uniform does
include ceremonial Dirks, sgian dubhs and
a fair amount of other assorted metalwork.
Once inside, mobile phones were
surrendered (being, obviously, more of a
threat to national security than an eighteeninch Dirk) and the pair taken through to the
garden, where the tables were laden with
refreshments, and told that their task for the
afternoon was to play as the guests arrived
… which was perfect, as the weather was
glorious and there would hopefully be no
need to keep running for cover out of the
rain, as some recent engagements. There
was also a small band from The Irish Guards
in attendance, who were to play incidental
music during the afternoon, and – in the
spirit of furthering cordial relations with
the Household Division – it was agreed that
the two Pipers would play a few tunes every
twenty minutes or so, to allow the Guards to
have a break.
The next task was to request somewhere
out of the way in order to tune the pipes,
which was met with a stern “absolutely not”.
However, the P/M’s diplomatic explanation
that two sets of un-tuned bagpipes were
probably not the best way of ensuring that
guests had a melodious afternoon in the
garden, resulted in our gallant duo being
escorted down three floors to a canteen
where harmonious adjustments were made
to their instruments. Back up in the garden,

with guests beginning to arrive, a spirited
rendition of ‘Cock o’ the North’ was entered
into. However, barely a few bars in to this
jaunty tune, a concerned staff member came
running up, arms flailing, with instructions
to cease playing immediately, as the Prime
Minister was on the telephone, and couldn’t
hear what the other person was saying!
After a 15 minute wait, by which time it
was assumed that the phone call must
be finished, ‘The Crags of Tumbledown
Mountain’ was commenced, only to have
another employee come running, flailing
and wailing, to stop the playing once again,
as there was a NATO meeting taking place,
and the music was very distracting as they
had the windows open.
So, having made two bold attempts to fulfil
their mission, the duo were told to put away
their bagpipes and to help themselves to the
Pimm’s, nibbles and beer ... not learning the
violin does have some advantages! After
a while, the PM (as in Prime Minister, not
Pipe Major) appeared and delivered his
speech, and the garden party dwindled to
a close. So, having failed in their primary
objective, our pair apologised to The Irish
Guards and explained that the reason their
string quartet had been required to play for
the whole afternoon was that the bagpipes
were just too loud!
International Sambo Federation (FIAS)
President’s Cup
On Saturday 27th September 2014
the Band found themselves at Bluewater
Shopping Centre near Dartford in Kent,
not to purchase consolatory offerings for
our wives, partners and girlfriends who
allow us so much freedom to promote the
stirring music of the great highland bagpipe
to a wider audience, but to perform in the
opening ceremony for the President’s Cup
of the International Sambo Federation.
For those of you unsure as to what this
actually means, Sambo is a system of selfdefense which was created in the USSR in
the 1920’s to train Army and Police officers.
The originators of this style of martial
art paid particular attention to studying
other national single combat events, such
as Uzbek Kurash, Georgian Chidaoba,
Armenian Kokh, Russian Fist Fighting.
Japanese Jujitsu, Mongolian Bukh Barilda,
Chinese Shuai Jiao, French Wrestling, Judo
and French Boxing Savate, all of which had
a significant impact on the formation of
Sambo. The name is an acronym which
means “self-defense without weapons”,
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and the sport is now practiced in over 100
countries across the globe. It will make
its first appearance in the 2015 European
Games, and is hoping to obtain Olympic
recognition.
The President’s Cup competition is
obviously very high-profile within the sport
of Sambo, as there were teams from around
the world participating, and a Deputy
Prime Minister of Russia in attendance.
Needless to say, the Band’s contribution to
the proceedings grew slightly during the
day, with arena performances before the
event began, during the interval, and at
the conclusion of the competitive bouts.
There was also a rapidly rehearsed, under
the spotlight, display of ceremonial slow
marching by Tenor Drummers Jamie
Wilson and Tom Gallagher as they were
asked to process on the President’s Cup itself
to a fanfare of Trumpeters.
The organisers appeared to be extremely
pleased with the Band’s display, and there
were several photos calls from the attending
media; although it did seem that most
of these were Russian television, so the
reputation of the Ps&Ds continues to spread
worldwide.
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
On the evening of Monday 13th October
2014, the P/M, Piper Stuart Nicholson and
Drummer Andy Withers were assigned the
duty of playing at an event, in Buckingham
Palace, for supporters of The Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award, hosted by HRH The
Earl of Wessex, our Royal Colonel. Having
pressed and polished their kit to a standard
appropriate to the occasion and venue, the
three arrived at the Palace Guardhouse
on what was probably the most dreadful
night of the year, with torrential rain and
a blowing gale; not the best way to keep
woollen kilts, doublets and plaids – and
highly polished kit - in a suitably respectable
manner with which to entertain guests of
HRH! Amazingly, our trio’s names were
‘on the list’ for this one, so they were shown
directly to a dressing room and told they
would be eating the same fayre as that being
served to the guests. So, without further
ado, lobster, then venison, potatoes and
vegetables, followed by an ‘ice cream bomb’
(which is ice cream covered in chocolate)
was tucked into.
Relaxing after coffee, as one does, the
well-fed mini-band were told that their task
was to march into one of the Staterooms
and play around the dining table of HRH
and the assembled guests. To achieve this,
they would start in the White Room, march
through the Music Room, on through the
Blue Room and then into the State Dining
Room, round the table and back via the

same route. Thus followed a perambulation
through a truly amazing set of rooms, past
sumptuous decor and furniture; they even
managed to march through the Throne
Room, which was a unique experience.
Equally memorably, after playing, our
brave musicians were asked to assemble
in the Music Room in order to meet HRH
and some of the invited guests, where
the Earl suggested that his new role with
the Regiment was that of a trainee tenor
drummer!
HRH The Earl of Wessex is, of course,
a Trustee of The Duke of Edinburgh’s
Award, and Chairman of the Council of the
International Award Foundation. He is also
a Gold Award holder himself and, many
years ago – in a previous existence, when I
worked for The Award – I had the privilege
of being in attendance at St James’s Palace
when, the then, Prince Edward received
his Gold Award from The Duke, with his
certificate being presented, if I remember
correctly, by Lord Hunt, leader of the
1953 Everest Expedition and the founding
Director of the DofE Award.
Lord Mayor’s Ball
At the end of that same week, on the
evening of Friday 17th October 2014, the
Band congregated at The Guildhall in the
City of London to provide some musical and
ceremonial support to the inaugural Lord
Mayor’s Ball. This was effectively a black tie
gala in aid of The Lord Mayor’s Appeal 2014,
entitled ‘The Energy to Transform Lives’,
with funds being raised for Beating Bowel
Cancer, Princess Alice Hospice, Raleigh

International and Working Chance.
The Ball was one of the final official
functions of The Lord Mayor’s term of
office and, having supported LONDONS
when they formed the Guard of Honour
at the 2013 Lord Mayor’s Parade and the
beginning of her Mayoralty, it was a pleasure
to contribute to an event in aid of the chosen
charities of Alderman Fiona Woolf, CBE
The Rt Hon The Lord Mayor of London.
I would be failing in my duties if it wasn’t
mentioned that there was very nearly a
‘Tom-Tom moment’ when Drum Major
Foulis failed to recognise the Lord Mayor,
as he had only ever seen her resplendent in
her flowing ceremonial robes and cocked
hat of office. However, some very quickly
improvised drill movements turned a
potential hug into a smart salute, and the
day – and decorum – was saved!
Hallowe’en
As will have been reported extensively
elsewhere in this edition of the Gazette,
the London Scottish Hallowe’en Centenary
Dinner was held at 95 on the evening of
Friday 31st October 2014. As befitting
the fact that it was a hundred years, to the
day, since the Scottish had gone into action
at Messines, the dinner was a splendid,
symbolic and stirring affair. The Drill Hall
looked magnificent, the tables groaning
with Regimental Silver, everyone had made
the effort to be extra smart for the occasion,
and there was a distinguished array of
guests.
A near full complement of the Band
turned out on the evening, with a real

The Ps&Ds open the inaugural Lord Mayor’s Ball at The Guildhall.
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sense of ‘big match’ anticipation. As is the
tradition, an entirely new set of tunes had
been learnt over the preceding months, with
the Pipe Major, Piper Callum Galleitch and
lead tip Drummer Andy Withers finessing
the pipe settings, drum beatings, tempos
and the overall musicality of the ensemble
with the aim of perfecting the medley set for
a peak performance on the evening; and we
managed to pull it off! It was an absolute
thrill to march in to a packed hall, and the
tunes really flowed. The first set was:
• High Road to Gairloch - March.
• The 51st Division at Wadi Akarit - March.
• The Water is Wide (AKA When the Pipers
Play) - Slow Air.
• Paddy’s Leather Breeches - Jig.
• The Banjo Breakdown - Jig.
• The Banjo Breakdown - Reel.
It was also very gratifying to hear the
whoops and the thumping of tables from
the assembled throng as we finished the set,
before marching out to ‘79th’s Farewell to
Gibraltar’, a tune which was written by P/M
John MacDonald of the 79th Regiment of
Foot (Cameronian Volunteers) in 1848, but
seemingly not published until 1914.
Following the formal reports and other
speeches, the Ps&Ds then returned to play a
second set of Company Marches:
• Cock o’ the North (HQ Coy).
• Bonnie Dundee (C Coy).
• All the Blue Bonnets are O’er the Border
(B Coy).
• The Black Bear (A Coy).
• Highland Laddie (Regimental March).
It was a truly memorable evening, and
credit must be paid to those who worked
so hard behind the scenes to bring it all
together. It was also a great pleasure to
welcome Piper Hugo MacPherson and
Drummer Leo Both into the Band; what an
evening on which to make their first public
appearance in the Hodden Grey!
Cape Wrath
No, this is not an event at which the Band
performed, but rather the reporting of the
frightening fact that a semblance of forward
thinking with regard to our Inverness Rain
Capes has broken out amongst the Ps&Ds;
what our colleagues in the Serving Company
might refer to as “prior preparation and
planning” (and we all know the other ‘P’s).
The Band’s normal standard operating
procedure with regard to capes is that the
Drum Major consults his pine cone and
seaweed the day before the parade, then, as
the day itself dawns, the Pipe Major sticks
a wet finger out of his bedroom window,

LONDONS, led by the Ps&Ds, march past Mansion House during Lord Mayor’s Parade
before they both pronounce - with Michael
Fish like certainty - that “we’ll be fine, you
won’t be needing your capes”! Indeed, five
out of every six years they are proved to be
correct. However, that means that, every
so often, we get wet .... very wet! There’s a
reason why the Royal Navy isn’t heavily into
bagpipes, and that’s because the pipes are
even more temperamental in the wet than
they are in the dry! It also means that those
leopard skin wearing drummers amongst
us end up smelling like a well-used cage at
London Zoo, and get followed home after
the parade by stray cats!
The D/M and P/M’s confident assertions
about the lack of inclement weather are, of
course, predicated on the fact that we have
more Bandsmen than capes, rather than on
their in-depth meteorological knowledge or
hereditary intuition honed from generations
of their ancestors fishing for herring off the
coast of Skye! However, this year, facilitated
by the Band’s ‘googlegroups’ mass email
communications network, the issue of
whether or not we would be needing capes
was being discussed, over the ether, a whole
calendar month ahead of The Lord Mayor’s
Parade!
As I said, Pipers and Drummers
outnumber the available capes, and given
the concept of us being in uniform (as in all
looking roughly the same) it means that, if
one Bandsman on parade for Lord Mayor’s
is without a cape, then none of us can
wear them! It’s a kind of Russian Roulette
with waterproof clothing, or the marching
equivalent of musical chairs. So, the great
on-line cape debate took place in midOctober, giving us sufficient time to forget
all about it before the Parade. However,

just to ensure that it didn’t rain on the day,
the P/M ordered a new supply of additional
capes, which, of course, remain in their
packaging!
Lord Mayor’s Parade
Saturday 8th November 2014 duly
arrived, and the usual motley collection of
Pipers and Drummers assembled at early
o’clock to get changed and head off in coaches
for three hours of strategic hanging around
before stepping off on The Lord Mayor’s
Parade. It’s a constant topic of conversation
as to whether we are standing easy, loitering,
milling about, hanging around, killing
time, waiting with intent or, to use a lovely
mountaineering term, ‘festering’. However,
this year we were very much fortified by a
greatly appreciated pukka cooked breakfast
in the Queen Elizabeth Bar at 95, which
set us up for our annual route march
through the City of London. The BBC have
made a few changes to the presentational
personnel reporting on their coverage of
the Parade, as I guess there is a limit as to
how many times Clare Balding can say
“and look, here comes a lorry carrying the
Worshipful Company of Paint Driers” with
any vestige of enthusiasm, and LONDONS
and the Ps&Ds consequently got some
quality ‘air time’, including a very informed
commentary from Dan Snow.
It’s never too early in the morning to be
silly, and a humorous exchange occurred
as we were all getting dressed in uniform,
when a certain Piper (who shall remain
nameless), battling to overcome the full
impact of the night before, announced to his
part-clad comrades that he couldn’t seem to
find his kilt. “What colour is it?” came the
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utterly unsympathetic reply.
So, well done all those who took part, and
our thanks to Piper Callum Young - brother
of Hamish, and no relation whatsoever to
the Regimental Secretary - who bolstered
our ranks for the day. Also, a special
mention to Drummer Iain Withers who,
standing in as lead tip for his father (so
that we don’t have to remember too many
names), beat his drum for every single step
of the Parade!
Church Parade
The day after Lord Mayor’s, on Sunday
9th November 2014, the Band - and the
wider Regimental ‘family’ - gathered at 95
for the annual London Scottish Church
Parade. Uniforms pressed, buttons and
badges polished and accoutrements buffed,
following the jaunt around the City the
day before, the Ps&Ds mustered for the
customary team photo, and accompanying
wee dram, before forming up to lead the
parade to St Columba’s Church. Church
Parade is a ‘not to be missed’ event in the
Band’s calendar, and every year it feels a real
honour to march off from our Headquarters
to the sound of ‘Scotland the Brave’, with the
Serving Company, Regimental Association
and Cadets fallen in behind us, and, this
year, on Remembrance Sunday, it seemed
to have even more resonance. It’s also still
quite exciting to have a police escort and
outriders, although – once we reached the
Church – this provided opportunities which
some (well, OK, one) of our number found
impossible to resist!
It’s a joy to note the look of complete and
utter distain from the hardened members

Young Alex finally gets to sit on a bike
without stabilisers!
of Metropolitan London’s law enforcement
community, who carefully and deliberately
manage to see absolutely nothing, but
instead quietly contemplate the texture
of the brickwork on the surrounding
architecture!
It is a Regimental tradition (well, it is now),
that the Ps&Ds retire to a local hostelry at the
half-way stage of Church Parade, to obtain
respite and refreshment after the outward
leg, and to fortify themselves for the return
march back to 95, and this year the custom
was, once again, upheld. However, when

The London Scottish Pipes & Drums: Church Parade 2014

everyone was holding their glass of very
weak shandy, Drummer Duncan de Silva
asked if he could propose a toast. From
Duncan’s extensive research into the history
of the Ps&Ds, it appears that, by the end of
1914 - with the Regiment having been in
action for barely two months - every single
Piper and Drummer, who had proudly led
the Scottish off to war just weeks before, had
either been killed or wounded in action,
and I crave your indulgence, a century later,
to list their names here.
The Ps&Ds had gone into battle at
Messines on 31st October 194 with their
Companies as rifleman, not as musicians,
stretcher-bearers or on rear echelon duties.
No pipes were played at Messines, and
it seems likely that the late call to the line
meant that no instruments were taken at
all. Pipers and Drummers fought, and
died, with rifle and bayonet, not drumsticks
and chanter. Three Pipers lost their lives
that night; Piper Angus, Cpl Piper Carey
and Piper Parkyn. Another eleven Pipers
and Drummers were wounded; Piper J W
Porteous, Piper R A Porteous, Piper Oram,
Piper MacKay, Piper Nichol, Piper GordonForbes, Drummer Wallace, Drummer
Sexton, Drummer Mann, Drummer PiperSmith and Drummer Keeler. Within the
space of one evening, the Band had been
decimated. Like the rest of the Regiment,
they fought gallantly and paid a heavy price.
As we know, the battle was ferocious and
confused, and records of individual roles
are, therefore, scarce. However, we have
evidence that Cpl Piper Carey was killed
while acting as a forward observer, and an
eye-witness report states that L/Cpl Piper
Latham fought ‘splendidly’, killing four
Germans with the bayonet; an act for which
he was later Mentioned in Dispatches.
The famous photograph, taken by the
French Liason Officer, Paul Maze, of the
London Scottish survivors the morning
after Messines, shows Sgt Piper (Pipe
Major) Kenneth Greig battered and bruised
and with his rifle still in hand. He was
joined, in reporting for duty that day, by
the three other remaining Pipers, L/Cpl
Piper Latham, Piper Bennie and Piper Joss,
along with the few remaining Drummers,
including Drummer Gow and Drummer
Tovey. However, within days, two of these
survivors were dead at Zilliebeke; L/Cpl
Piper Latham killed while sniping, and
Piper Bennie killed in the trenches by
artillery fire. By Christmas, only three of
the original ‘nine bold Pipers’ were there
to play in the New Year and, within weeks,
Drummer Tovey, Drummer Hamilton and
the Pipe Major were all hospitalised.
Bluntly, in four short months, a hundred
years ago, the Pre-War Pipes & Drums

110 London Scottish Regimental Gazette
DEC 14.indd 110

11/26/14 1:30 PM

h
s
m
t
v

Th
g
A
c
A
m
W

f
h
t
w
C
a
B

W

y
a
i
p
c
W

r
o
c
a
e
b
Th
w
f
r

a
A
a
t
h
s
s
d
s
t
B
w
p
F
M
‘
a
a
q
t
s

had all but been wiped out. So, with that
shattering and sobering thought in our
minds, the Ps&Ds of 2014 raised our glasses
to remember our forebears of 1914, feeling
very much a part of a distinguished heritage.
They shall grow not old, as we that are left
grow old:
Age shall not weary them, nor the years
condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the
morning
We will remember them.
Laurence Binyon said, in 1939, that this
fourth stanza of ‘For the Fallen’ had come to
him first, and that he had then constructed
the rest of the poem around it. The above
words have since become synonymous with
Ceremonies of Remembrance, having been
adopted as an Exhortation by The Royal
British Legion.

P/M McLucas plays ‘Flowers of the Forest’ at the Cenotaph; 11th November 2014

Western Front Association
At 11.00am on 11th November every
year, The Western Front Association holds
a Service of Remembrance at the Cenotaph
in Whitehall, central London. It was a real
privilege, therefore, for the Ps&Ds, in the
centenary year of the outbreak of The First
World War, to be invited to lead the parade.
The Annual Service of Remembrance
remembers the courage and comradeship
of those on all sides who served their
countries during The Great War of 1914-18,
and the ceremony also commemorates the
end of hostilities and the Armistice which
began at 11.00am on 11th November 1918.
The Cenotaph, a ‘symbolic empty tomb’,
was unveiled by King George V ninetyfour years ago, on 11th November 1920,
replacing the previous wooden edifice.
The Service, on a crisp and bright
autumnal morning, was beautifully simple.
A detachment of Royal Marines formed
a Guard of Honour at the four corners of
the Cenotaph, and, as Big Ben rang out the
hour, a Bugler from The Grenadier Guards
sounded ‘Last Post’, which signified the
start of the traditional two-minutes silence,
during which time London really did stand
still. No traffic noise, no Police sirens, no
talk. A very eerie, but peaceful, hush. The
Bugler then sounded ‘Reveille’ and wreaths
were laid - many by schoolchildren, before
prayers were said and the poem ‘In Flanders
Fields’ was read beautifully by Cerys
Matthews. P/M McLucas then played
‘Flowers of the Forest’, slow-marching
around the Cenotaph, which gave the tune
a more than usually hauntingly atmospheric
quality. The above Exhortation from ‘For
the Fallen’ was then said, before the Bugler
sounded ‘Sunset’ and the Parade, led by

the Ps&Ds playing our Regimental March,
marched off down Whitehall.
The whole event evoked thoughts as to
how intensely solemn the very first occasion
must have surely been. The body of the
Unknown Warrior, sealed in a casket, was
brought by rail to Victoria Station on 10th
November 1920. The following morning,
the casket was placed onto a gun carriage of
the Royal Horse Artillery and drawn by six
horses through immense and silent crowds.
As the cortege set off, a Field Marshall’s
salute was fired in Hyde Park, and the
procession wound its way down The Mall
to the Cenotaph. After the unveiling of
the Cenotaph, the carriage was followed by
The King, the Royal Family and ministers
of state to Westminster Abbey, where the
casket was borne into the West Nave flanked
by a guard of honour of one hundred
recipients of the Victoria Cross. The guests
of honour were 1,000 widows and mothers,
including 100 women chosen because they
had each lost their husband and all of their
sons, and 100 nurses wounded or blinded
at the Front. The coffin was then interred
in the far western end of the nave, in soil
brought from each of the main battlefields,
and covered with a silk pall. Servicemen
from the armed forces stood guard, as tens
of thousands of mourners filed silently past.
How unforgettable, therefore, and what
an honour, to be stood to attention at the
Cenotaph, in the Full Dress uniform of the
Pipes & Drums of The London Scottish, at
11.00am on 11th November 2014.
Needless to say, once the ceremonials
were over, there were the usual requests
for photos, including a group shot with
Cerys Matthews, MBE the Welsh singer/
songwriter, author and broadcaster and
founding member of the rock band
Catatonia. Having previously hung out with

the Manic Street Preachers, we seem to be
doing quite well on the Welsh Rock front!!
Caledonian Dinner
On the evening of Thursday 20th
November 2014, P/M McLucas, with Pipers
Young and Galleitch and Drummers A
Withers and Gallagher, pottered round
to the Caledonian Club to provide some
musical entertainment for the Caledonian
Society of London at their annual dinner.
The Society supports two London
based Charities with Scottish recipients
(‘Scotscare’, a charity which provides a
wide range of support to Scots in London
including housing, education support,
emergency grants and pensions, and ‘The
Royal Caledonian Trust’, an education trust
supporting the children of Scots who are
serving, or who have served, in the Armed
Forces) and, in the past decade, have raised
over £60,000 to support their endeavours.
It is a pleasure for the Ps&Ds to contribute,
in a small way, to this good work, and to
continue our friendly relationships with the
Society.
The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo:
From behind the drawbridge
Our regular reader will know that these
Band Notes have occasionally expanded to
record the activities of former members of
the Pipes & Drums, and I am delighted that
Piper Chris Oldroyd agreed to provide the
following account of his recent participation
in the 2014 Royal Edinburgh Military
Tattoo:
At last; an ambition fulfilled since I
was a boy of ten, which must be at least
thirty years, and recruited by Brigadier
David Alfrey the Producer and Chief
Executive himself! I met him at a dinner
in Edinburgh in March (which, due to my
inefficient double booking, was the very
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and Jerry’s are taking care of that.
I wouldn’t have missed it for anything,
not even for the MacLeod Medal. A huge
privilege, amazing opportunity and great
experience …. but once is probably enough!
I am extremely grateful to Chris for this
contribution, as it’s always good to hear
about the wider exploits of Band members,
and it firmly debunks the concept printed
on one of Piper Gary Anderson’s tee shirts
that “Old Pipers never die, they just drone
on”!

Chris Oldroyd and the Edinburgh Tattoo ‘House Band’ outside the Castle.
night of the London Scottish MacLeod
Medal at which I had planned to play in the
grey power section). He outlined his hopes
to raise his own “house” band to join future
Tattoos and, not yet having put anything
in place, I became his first recruit. After a
meeting at the Tattoo Office with him and
his production manager, an ex-Gordon’s
RSM, I came away with the first set of tunes.
Recruiting the rest of the file (ten pipers,
two local reserves, four side drummers,
two tenors, a bass and Drum Major) took
some months, during which the Director
of Army Bagpipe Music (DABM) required
each applicant to submit a DVD of them
playing the Tattoo tunes: frantic learning as
the rest of the tunes slowly trickled down to
us – twenty pipe tunes, eleven harmonies
and four non pipe tunes (how’s “All Night
Hooley on Glebe Street” for a cool title?),
most of them written for the occasion by
the DABM himself. Those tunes I did know
were changed and rewritten as marches,
eg ‘Black and White Polka’, ‘Wise Maid’
and ‘Over the Isles to America’, the latter
of which we oldies will remember was one
of the competition reels we played along
with ‘Mrs MacDonald of Dunach’ and ‘Ewe
wi’ the Crooked Horn’ (happy memories
of Dee wildly stamping his pipe majorly
foot). Mental gymnastics were required to
unlearn what had been concreted into the
brain for decades; now I can’t play them in
their original form!
Rehearsals for the whole massed Ps&Ds
started on the Monday, but our fledgling
band, an unnerving unknown quantity to
the DABM, met a day earlier for a rousing
pep talk from the producer, to draw kit and
play together for the first time. In our band

were one Grade 1 piper, one ex Grade 1,
two Grade 2 and an ex Senior Pipe Major
of the British Army as our P/M. Rehearsals
took the next intensive four days at Redford
Barracks, other bands being 1, 2, 3 and 4
SCOTS, RSDGs, Scots Guards Association,
three Regular Irish bands and a couple of
Australian Police bands.
Then the Tattoo - terrifying! Forget the
9,000 audience – the DABM and Senior
Pipe Major are there somewhere …. hawkeyed, ready to commend or b****ck us at
the next pre-show muster. Must remember
when to stop and start marking time, keep
the dressing, march off on the left foot to
a single guitar you can’t hear, get into the
right formation, hold on to those extra bars
at the end, engage the audience (never tried
before – how do you face them and get
them clapping, holding a set of pipes while
keeping your ears on 16 bars drumbeat
before a perfect strike-in?). Early on I asked
one of the Regulars “Do you know where
you’re going?” “No” he replied, “I just follow
the guy in front of me.” I asked the guy in
front of him and got the same answer. The
DABM told all the bands that if any band
underperformed he would make them play
the whole lot in front of all the other bands.
No pressure. We escaped unscathed.
A full-on four weeks: chanter practice,
kit cleaning, bussing to the Castle, playing
through the tunes up in the yard as often
as the DABM felt necessary, hanging
around in the cold wind for over an hour
before marching on, the nightly scrum to
keep in rank through the drawbridge and
down Castle Hill at the end, bussing back,
crashing out, and doing it again the next
day. I returned home a stone lighter but Ben

Court & Social
It was extremely fitting that the 2014
Hallowe’en Dinner was the final formal
engagement of Colonel David Rankin-Hunt
as Regimental Colonel, before handing over
to Colonel Alastair Bruce at midnight.
Colonel David has been a great supporter of
the Ps&Ds, making every effort to include
us completely in the life of the Regiment
and doing so much to promote us into
the public eye, and we thank him for his
encouragement and wish him all the very
best for the future. Likewise, we join the
rest of the Regiment and the Association in
welcoming Colonel Alastair, and wish him
every success.
I am delighted to report that, on Saturday
30th August 2014, Piper Jamie Maclean
Wilson married Miss Anna Louise Young
in a charming outdoor ceremony at Mill on
the Brue in Bruton, Somerset. It was a joy to
witness the wedding, especially as Jamie and
Anna had first met four years previously on
Sunday 6th June 2010 at Richmond Athletic
Ground, home to the London Scottish RFU
Club, when the Ps&Ds were performing at
the revised International Highland Games
... the magnetic powers of a Hodden Grey
uniform and a Tenor Drummer’s leopard
skin working their magic once again!
However, it does seem, given Anna’s maiden
name, and with the Pipers Young (Hamish
and Callum) both on parade for Lord
Major’s, that ‘Clan Young’ is surreptitiously
infiltrating the Ps&Ds!
It’s nice to see that the ‘Drum Store’,
the somewhat grandiose name for a
room containing locked cupboards full
of individual hose tops, odd broken spats
and miss-matched pairs of ancient laceless
brogues, has recently been transformed
from something resembling a hostel for
the homeless into its new guise as Major
Jock Sinclair’s office from the film ‘Tunes
of Glory’! However, the insipid aroma of
gently fermenting uniforms still remains
... there’s probably enough DNA in some of
those old doublets to clone another Piper!
Finally, our congratulations to Drummer
Alex Cooper on his recent television
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McLeod Medal 2015
Looking ahead, the Band’s Annual
McLeod Medal and Mini-Band Competition
is to be held on the evening of Thursday
5th March 2015. This is always a very
entertaining occasion, with some excellent
playing in all categories, and a chance for
past and present members of the Ps&Ds
to show off their repertoire. Guests are, of
course, very welcome, as an appreciative
audience is always an aid to performing!
However, note to the Pipe Major that the
date being printed in this Gazette does not
count as formal notification to the Band
President, P/M Huth or D/M McCreadie, so
he’d best make sure they all know!!

Certainly one of the stranger Practice evenings, but, as they say, “spat’s life”!

Acknowledgements
These ‘Band Notes’ naturally rely on the
offerings of a number of contributors who
provide text and photos - some requested,
some unsolicited - mostly suitable for
publication in a family-orientated journal
of this kind. So I would like to thank P/M
Jim McLucas, Drummer Jamie Wilson,
Piper Stuart Nicholson, Drummer Duncan
de Silva, Piper Callum Galleitch and Piper
Chris Oldroyd, who have all contributed
towards this edition.
So, a Merry Christmas to both our
readers, and I would like to leave you with
the final three verses of ‘For the Fallen’ by
Robert Laurence Binyon:
They mingle not with their laughing
comrades again;
They sit no more at familiar tables of
home;
They have no lot in our labour of the daytime;
They sleep beyond England’s foam.

The Ps&Ds in Whitehall with Cerys Matthews ... she’s the one not wearing brown!
appearance on BBC’s ‘MasterChef
Professionals’, and a sincere “get well soon”
to Piper Stuart Hume, who has broken his
collar bone!
All I want for Christmas is …
On the subject of uniforms, it would be
a wasted opportunity not to maintain the
tradition of mentioning spats. Although
most of us have now obtained, from various
sources, the regulation Royal Regiment of
Scotland pattern, there is still a smattering

of other styles lurking amongst us, which
reminded me of the heady days of 5th April
2012 when, as can be seen below, we had the
great ceremonial measuring for the spats.
A couple of years down the line, several
people who were measured for spats have
now left the Band, which raises the question
as to who will eventually get to wear them, if
they ever materialise? Presumably, it’s a bit
like eating hospital food, where you get fed
what the person in the bed the day before
ordered!

But where our desires are and our hopes
profound,
Felt as a well-spring that is hidden from
sight,
To the innermost heart of their own land
they are known
As the stars are known to the Night;
As the stars that shall be bright when we
are dust,
Moving in marches upon the heavenly
plain,
As the stars that are starry in the time of
our darkness,
To the end, to the end, they remain.
We will remember them.
Bass Drummer Nicholas P Gair
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In the news...
The final parade of 7th Armoured Brigade
The Desert Rats was held last month in the
small town of Bergen, north Germany, as
they move from their armoured role into an
infantry brigade.
Brigadier James Woodham, Commander
of 7th Armoured Brigade, led the parade
of 640 soldiers. They represented all the
current units of the Brigade and those
units that currently wear or have worn The
Desert Rat on recent operations. He said:
“We stand on the brink of some significant
changes for 7th Armoured Brigade. We are
starting the process of transitioning to 7th
Infantry Brigade which will stand up in the
UK in early next year.
“Today is an opportunity to celebrate a
fantastic history that has been based here in
Germany since the end of the Second World
War and to thank our German hosts who
have been so fantastic at looking after us
whilst we’ve been here.”
The Highlanders, 4th battalion The Royal
Regiment of Scotland march on parade
whilst a Guard of Honour is provided by
soldiers of 9th/12th Royal Lancers.
The Highlanders, 4th battalion The Royal

The Bronze bust of the Earl of Wemyss
and March with the memorial wreath to
commemorate the centenary of his death
in 1914.

A change to the Queen’s regulations means
that body art can now be displayed on the
hands and rear of the neck – two areas that
were previously banned.
The old policy prohibited excessive
markings but this element has since been
removed. However, if tattoos are visible on
a passport photo they will still be deemed
unacceptable.
What constitutes offensive or obscene has
also been detailed. If body art depicts a sexual

Regiment of Scotland march on parade
whilst a Guard of Honour is provided by
soldiers of 9th/12th Royal Lancers.
The Band and Corps of Drums of The
Royal Logistics Corps accompanied the
parade as well as the Combined Pipes and

Drums of The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards
and The Highlanders, The Royal Regiment
of Scotland. Taking the salute was Deputy
Supreme Allied Commander Europe
General Sir Adrian Bradshaw former
commander of 7th Armoured Brigade.

L/Cpl Nana laying the wreath at the Great War memorial RHQ on Armastice Day
act, violence or illegal drugs, for example, it
will be in breach of Army rules.
“Tattoos have become more acceptable
in society over the last decade, reducing the
negative connotations that, in some quarters,
have been associated with them,” an Army
spokesman said.
“In recent years there has been an increasing
number of personnel with tattoos on visible
areas. There is no evidence that commanders
have found these to have an adverse impact on

operational effectiveness and as a result there
has been reluctance to discharge those who
breached the policy.”
The amendment follows a review into
tattoo regulations earlier this year. It is
expected to be welcomed by potential recruits,
many of whom have found themselves to be
in breach of the old policy when applying to
join the Army.
Last year the Army rejected 336 applications
because of offensive or inappropriately placed
tattoos, as well as piercings.
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The London Scottish plot in this year’s Field
of Remembrance at Westminster Abbey
Photo courtesy of Marie Ange Bouchard ARPS

Piper Stuart Nicolson playing at the Woldingham Memorial on the Day of Dedication,
25th October 2014. The London Scottish Regimental Trust made a contribution to the
The Woldingham Village Memorial Project as a result of the village’s appeal, in this
centenary year, to establish a more permanent memorial to remember their dead, of
which Private Francis John Richard Cook, 1st/14th Bn. London Regiment ( London
Scotttish) was one. He died on Wednesday 11th October, 1916 aged 19, and his name is
on the Thiepval Memorial, Somme, France.

September saw the formation of the
British Armed Forces Sikh Association
In 1897 at the Battle of Saragarhi 21
Sikh soldiers defended a British Army post
against 10,000 Afghan Tribesman. They
fought to the death defending the post in
Tirah, now in modern day Pakistan.
There is a long and cherished history
of Sikhs serving in the British Army with
some 135 among the ranks today. The
values and standards demanded of our
men and women in the Armed Forces
are mirrored in the proud and noble
Sikh warrior society. Selfless devotion to
duty, being a cornerstone to both, having
been spectacularly displayed on the 12th
September 1897 at Saragarhi – the battle
cry of the Sepoys being: Bole So Nihal, Sat
Sri Akal (He who cries God is Truth, is ever
victorious).
The mutual respect and admiration
between the British military and Sikhs was
formally cemented at the Royal Military
Academy, Sandhurst with the launch of
the British Armed Forces Sikh Association
in the presence of Lord Singh and Major

General Robert Nitsch.
To conclude the day 36 Sikh volunteers
from the Birmingham area, who have
spent this year training in military drill,
accompanied the Waterloo Band of The
Rifles parading in front of RMAS’s Old
College in First World War uniform and

wearing khaki and black turbans inspected
by Lord Singh and Major General Nitsch.
The parade paid homage to the 1 million
plus Dominion and Commonwealth
soldiers who fought between 1914-1918 on
the Western Front.

Seen at 95 on First Tuesdays: Andy Parsons, Bill Rennie, Bob Blackledge, Chris Adams, Eric Bee, George
Spencer, J Beales, John Piper, John McCormack, John Hudson, Joseph Catarino, Martin Felstead, Paul
Phelps, Ron Olly, Stephen Fay, Steve Lovelock, Ted Weldin
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london scottish cadets
The last few months have been a very
interesting time to be in the unit. As you
will see from the below we have been just
as busy as we had been over the last few
years but what really strikes this period
is the different types of training that we
have been doing.
The unit has also gone from strength
to strength with a large number of new
recruits which we have taken on and most
of which have now passed their basic
training.
We also said goodbye to Cadet CSM
Adelolula who has now moved to take
up her Medical degree in Birmingham.
She has already been accepted into the
local Officer Training Corps and has
already offered to come back and help
out on weekends. We also have had to
say goodbye to Cadet Cpl Tia ShilligfordCox who again has left for university and
already joined the local ACF unit as an
instructor. Our loss is their gain.
Captain Steven Ronner
Detachment Commander
Promotions
Firstly a congratulations is in order
for Lt Ronner on his promotion to
Captain, well deserved. We also have two
promotions Cadet Cpl Islam H and Cadet
Cpl Nasser have both been promoted to
Cadet Sergeant.
Sgt B Speak
Annual Camp Lydd
235 had a very enjoyable annual
camp at Lydd this year with a good split
between military training and adventure
training for all the cadets. The unit also
had 3 cadets take part in and pass the
Senior Cadet Instructors Cadre which is
a 10 days course run by the regular army
through the cadet training team. I am
pleased to report that Cadet Cpl Islam, H
Cadet Cpl Islam, I and Cadet Cpl Nasser
have all passed the SCIC reports and are
now looking forward to taking part in the
Cadet Leadership Course.
Captain S Ronner
Sector Swimming
Again we have had a successful number
of weekends at the Sector, Regional and
National swimming with the unit being
represented at all events. At the sector
event the 235 junior boys team also won
the cup, a good improvement from last
years’ event. Special mention should be

235 London Scottish on Remembrance Day
made of Rct Stenhouse who represented
the unit at all events in the individual
junior boys medley not an easy event at
any level to take part in.
Fanmakers Award
On Thursday 16th of October I felt
honoured to attend the Fan Makers dinner
in Cannon street. The reason I was there
was I was fortunate enough to have been
awarded the prestigious Fan Makers award
for this year (the Fan Makers are the Livery
Company which sponsors 23 Coy the
Company which 235 are part of). From
the moment I got there, I was amazed
at how lively and friendly all the guests
were. Having personal conversations
with members of the Fan Makers about
my future plans made me realise how
much I have grown and developed since
I joined the ACF in 2009. They gave me
an intelligent insight to possible military
careers I could embark on once I finish my
degree.
The dining hall was very exquisite and
I was mesmerized by the architecture and
the detailed paintings that dated hundreds
of years back. Listening to the Master read
out the reasons why I won the award made
me reminisce on the countless happy and

fond memories I will take from my time
during the ACF. I felt proud as I walked
up to collect my certificate and humbled
that I was able to represent 235 Cadet
Detachment and 23 Coy.
The delightful food and company,
along with participating in ‘The Loving
Cup’ made the night a great event. I can
honestly say that winning the Fan Makers
award and attending this event is the
best way to end my cadet career, and will
definitely be long remembered.
Cadet CSM Joanne Adeluola
October Field Training Weekend
Pirbright
At the start of October the unit went on
a field training weekend. The unit training
allowed the cadets who had just come off
the SCIC course to put into practice their
newly qualified skills. It also allowed the
recruits in the unit to finish off their unit
training meaning that they passed their
basic training and this allowed them to
all be issued with their TOS’s on the final
parade on the Sunday morning. T raining
1 and 2 star cadets it also allowed is to start
to bond them as sections as their training
on annual camp is split across mixed
groups across the 9 units in our company.
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Recruits Pass out P arade

October Field Weekend

Leopards Leap 14 Germany
Leopards Leap 14 is a trip aimed at
a variety of different focus points both
historical and army based to support the
development of senior cadets. 16 cadets
and 6 staff set off from Hammersmith
early Saturday morning on the 25th. We
arrived in Sennelager, Germany the same
day via Calais. The following day we
toured around the Schloss Wewelsberg
the “spiritual” home of the SS from the
Nazi era of German history, the place
that was used to reinforce the ideology
of the Nazis. Following this we went to
the Mohne See Dam for more historical
context in relation to the RAF dam busters
which helped us understand the British
efforts and sacrifices in WW2. To stand
on the Dam which was destroyed by the
famous bouncing bomb with what was at
that time cutting edge technology but was
in fact no more than lights and wooden
hand held triangles with nails in them
was really something. We then enjoyed
the hospitality of the British Sail Training
Club along with a BBQ with a screening
of the dam buster film. The following day
we visited 203 Panzer Battalion where
we were able to use their tank simulators
which amazed everyone; even if they
weren’t good at driving. We were then
given a tour of the Leopard 2 tank and a
ride in one, a 52 tonne vehicle going 60
kph is something to experience especially
when it does an emergency stop in the
space of 2 feet. On Tuesday we drove to
the Queen’s Royal Hussar Regiment to be
familiarised with the SA80 and took part
in a very productive field craft exercise
in which they improved all of our skills
especially around leadership and orders.

Cadets with 203 Pz Batallion
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Cadets and staff with a Leopard MBT
After an eventful exercise and a tour of
the Challenger 2 we drove up to Munster
to the German Army Armoured Troops
Training School (ABZ). They toured us
around all their contemporary simulators
and armoured vehicles as well as a quick
look at some of their future vehicles. We all
got a chance to operate some of the recce
kit and view the insides of the vehicles and
learnt how the German Army carries out
Recces and Battalion level simulation and
moves with Heavy Armour. We also visited
the camps tank museum with an in depth
and very detailed tour of all the German
tanks since the first in WW1. On Friday
we visited Bergen Belsen Concentration
Camp. This left everyone speechless and
had a moving effect on all staff and cadets.
We all paid huge respect and understood
the horrors of war in a way history books
cannot explain.
On the return to Sennelager we were
able to chill out and relax with a visit to a
local swimming pool in Sennelager and a
heartfelt and delicious dinner to conclude
our trip.
Overall everyone has come away from
trip with a greater historical understanding
mainly regarding WW2 and a greater skill
pool thanks to our training with the QRH.
To summarise: Fun, Educational and
Challenging. I would strongly suggest that
anyone who is offered a chance to take part
in a trip like this to jump at it.
Cadet C/Sgt Kotovas
235 London Scottish Cadets.

Remembrance Day
Remembrance Day is a very busy
day for the unit where we took part in 3
parades across the day. The first being
a Honor guard at St James Church
Paddington where we had 5 cadets and C/
Sgt Austin represent the unit and also lay
a reef during the churches remembrance
service. While this was going on Captain
Ronner and three senior cadets had again
been invited to the Westminster Service
of Remembrance in Westminster Abbey,
I know that Captain Ronner and all the
cadets who took part felt truly moved by
the service and the special significance

that this service took on the 100 year
centenary with the tomb of the unknown
warrior. The final event for the day was the
Regimental Church Parade where again all
3 cadet units paraded together with over
40 cadets combined. Speaking to some
of the parents of the cadets who attended
for the first time they all felt a great deal
of warmth in the reception after and all
said how proud they felt of their sons or
daughters in taking part.
Sgt B Speak
2IC 235 Cadet Detachment

If you know anyone who would like to join the London
Scottish cadets, there are three detachments in London:
235 (Westminster) London Scottish Cadets
Monday & Wednesday 7.00pm - 9.00pm
95 (Eltham) Detachment, London Scottish
Tuesday & Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm
102 (Bromley) platoon, London Scottish
Wednesday 7.30pm - 10.00pm
Visit:
www.londsottishregt.org/cadets.cfm for contact details.
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REGIMENTAL Noticeboard
Upcoming Events:
MON 5th JAN . . ...........................................REGIMENTAL HQ REOPENS			
TUES 6th JAN .............................................FIRST TUESDAY				
TUES 6th JAN .............................................REG ASSOCIATION MEETING		
THURS 9th JAN ..........................................LODGE					
THURS 15th JAN ........................................REGIMENTAL TRUST MEETING
THURS 15th JAN ........................................LODGE					
THURS 29th JAN ........................................LODGE					
THURS 5th FEB ..........................................LODGE
Mon 9th Feb. . .............................................Ancients				
THURS 13th FEB......................................... LODGE					
THURS 19th FEB ........................................LODGE					
THURS 26th FEB ........................................SM BAR OPEN				
THURS 26th FEB ........................................LODGE					
FRI 27th FEB ...............................................G CO DINNER				
SAT 28th FEB ..............................................GH LADYSMITH LUNCH		
THURS 5th MAR ........................................LODGE					
THURS 12th MAR ......................................McLEOD MEDAL			
THURS 12th MAR ......................................LODGE					
WED 18th MAR ..........................................GLENWORPLE DINNER			
THURS 19th MAR ......................................LODGE					
SAT 28TH MAR.............................................BAND SUPPER
THURS 2nd APRIL.. .....................................LODGE
FRI 3rd APRIL . . ...........................................GOOD FRIDAY				
SUN 5th APRIL............................................EASTER SUNDAY				
TUES 7th APRIL..........................................FIRST TUESDAY				
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Richard Caton Woodville, Jr.
Hanging in the drill hall is the newly
restored painting ‘Stand of the London
Scottish on Messines Ridge.’
It was painted by the renowned
military artist Richard Caton Woodvill
Jr.
The son of Richard Caton Woodville, Sr.,
who was also a talented artist, Woodville
studied at the Düsseldorf school of
painting under the Prussian military artist
Wilhelm Camphausen, and then Eduard
von Gebhardt, before briefly studying in
Russia and then Paris under Jean-Léon
Gérôme. Woodville spent most of his
career working for the Illustrated London
News, where he quickly developed a
reputation as a talented reporter and
writer, but was also published in Cornhill
Magazine, Strand Magazine, and The
Tatler.
Richard
Caton
Woodville
first
experienced battle first-hand when he
was sent by the Illustrated London News
to report upon the Russo-Turkish War
(1877–1878), and then again in the 1882
Anglo-Egyptian War, where he made
numerous sketches in December 1882,
and also obtained photographs of the
trenches at Tel-e-Kebir for his friend and
co-artist Alphonse-Marie-Adolphe de
Neuville, who had been commissioned to
paint a scene of the battle.
In 1879, Woodville’s Before Leuthen,
3 Dec 1757 was exhibited in the Royal
Academy. It proved popular, and
afterwards he began to regularly be
exhibited in Burlington House, where 21 of
his battle paintings were eventually shown.
His most popular works there were ones
that dealt with contemporary wars, such as
the Second Anglo-Afghan War, Candahar
[sic], and Maiwand: Saving the Guns,
(Walker Art Gallery), the Zulu War, and
the First Boer War. His works from Egypt
were exhibited at the Fine Art Society in
1883, where his painting The Moonlight
Charge at Kassassin proved very popular.
The following year he exhibited by Royal
Command another painting he had done
of the war in Egypt, entitled The Guards at
Tel-e-Kebir (Royal Collection).
He continued to paint scenes of battle,
and few battles or wars that Great Britain
fought during his life were not touched
upon by him, including the Second
Boer War, and World War I. Despite
his precocious talent for capturing the
dramatic moments of contemporary

An original sketch by Caton Woodville of the soldier that was to be the centerpiece
of the painting of Halloween, note it shows the problem loading the rifles.
battles,
Woodville
also
enjoyed
recreating historical scenes in both oil
and watercolour. The Illustrated London
News commissioned him to complete a
commemorative special series recreating
the most famous British battles of history.
He depicted The Charge of the Light
Brigade (Palacio Real de Madrid) and The
Charge of the 21st Lancers at Omdurman
(Walker Art Gallery), Battle of Blenheim,
Battle of Badajos and several Battle of
Waterloo pictures.
During World War I, Woodville was
compelled to return to the depiction of
current events, and three of his Great
War works were displayed in the Royal
Academy. These were The 2nd Batt.
Manchester Regiment taking six guns at
dawn near St. Quentin, Entry of the 5th
Lancers into Mons, and Halloween, 1914:
Stand of the London Scottish on Messines

Ridge (London Scottish Regiment
Museum Trust) exhibited in the year of his
death, 1927.
During his lifetime, Woodville enjoyed
great popularity and was probably
considered the best artist of his genre. He
wrote as well as painted, and was often the
subject of magazine and journal articles.
He had a deep passion for the British
Army and had even joined the Berkshire
Yeomanry in 1879, staying with them until
1914 when he joined the National Reserve
as a Captain.
On 17 August 1927, Woodville was
found shot at his studio at St John’s Wood;
a revolver was also found. An inquest
determined that he was of unsound mind
when he committed suicide.
Richard Caton Woodville is still
exhibited in the National Army Museum,
the Tate, Walker Art Gallery, and the Royal
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Academy.
Caton Woodville died effectively
destitute and his grave (No 10112 in the
old section of St Mary’s Catholic Cemetery
in Harrow Road adjacent to Kensal Green
cemetery), was not marked at the time of
his death.
In September 2013 a headstone,
commissioned by his great-grandson, was
placed on the grave.
Paintings by Caton Woodville
Before Leuthen, 3 Dec 1757
(Private Collection)
Candahar: The 92nd Highlanders &
2nd Goorkhas storming Gaudi Mullah
Sahabdad, (Private Collection)
Cruel To Be Kind,
(National Army Museum)
The Moonlight Charge at Kassassin
(1883)Maiwand: Saving the Guns
(Walker Art Gallery)

Scotland yet! onto Victory

In the Nick of Time, (Private Collection)
The Guards at Tel-e-Kebir (Royal
Collection)
The Late Commander Wyatt-Rawson,
R.N., killed at Tel-el-Kebir, 13
September 1882, (Royal Naval College,
Greenwich)
The Charge of the Light Brigade (Palacio
Real de Madrid)
Waterloo: The Old Guard,
(Palacio Real de Madrid)
The Storming of the Great Redoubt
at the Battle of the Alma, (Coldstream
Guards)
The Relief of the Light Brigade,
(National Army Museum)
A Gentleman in Khaki, (to promote the
charitable efforts of The Absent-Minded
Beggar)

92nd Highlanders at the Battle of Kandahar

Life Guards charging at the Battle of
Waterloo, (Private Collection)
Gordon’s Memorial Service at His
Ruined Palace in Khartoum, the Day
after The Battle of Omdurman,
(Royal Collection)
The Dawn of Majuba, (Royal Canadian
Military Institute, Toronto)
French Hussards fording a River,
(Private Collection)
Lindlay: Whitsunday, 1900 (Church
service on the veldt), (5th Battalion,
Royal Green Jackets, Oxford)

Charge of the Light Brigade
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Stand of the London Scottish on Messines Ridge
October 31st 1914
By Richard Caton Woodville, Jr.
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All that was left of them, (17th/21st
Lancers Museum, Belvoir Castle)

Poniatowski’s Last Charge at Leipzig,
(Tate)

The Battle of the Somme, (Guards
Museum)

Scotland Yet! On to Victory (Scots Greys
at Waterloo), (Royal Scots Dragoon
Guards)

Napoleon confering the Legion
D’Honneur on a Russian General, 1804,
(Private Collection)

At the Trumpet’s Call (Marston Moor),
(Private Collection)
General Wolfe Climbing the Heights of
Abraham on the Morning of the Battle of
Quebec, (Tate)
The Returning Orderly,
(Williamson Art Gallery, Birkenhead)

Drawn Sabres: Napoleon’s Guards at the
Battle of Wagram, (West Point)

The 2nd Batt. Manchester Regiment
taking six guns at dawn near St.
Quentin, (Duke of Lancaster’s
Regiment)

Napoleon before Wagram,
(Private Collection)
Sic Transit Gloria Mundi (Retreat from
Moscow), (Private Collection)
Napoleon Crossing the Bridge to Lobau
Island, (Tate)

A Narrow Shave! Dragoon in Napoleon’s
Army 1810 (Private Collection)
Marshal Ney at Eylau, (Tate)
The First VC of the European War,
(National Army Museum)
The Last Call (Trumpeter falling at
Charge of Light Brigade),
(The Queen’s Royal Hussars)

Entry of the 5th Lancers into Mons,
(Queen’s Royal Lancers)
The Charge of the 9th Lancers at
Moncel, 7 September 1914, (9th
Queen’s Royal Lancers)
Halloween, 1914: Stand of the
London Scottish on Messines Ridge
(London Scottish Regiment Museum
Trust)

The Piper of Loos, (King’s Own Scottish
Borderers Regimental Association)
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The painting being placed back in the drill hall after a two year absence, during which it was restored to its former glory
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Colonel David RankinHunt
CVO
MBE
KCN TD holding the
inscribed Armada dish
presented to him by the
Regimental Trustees at
his last trust meeting.
Paid for by subscription
from each trustee, the
8inch silver Armada
dish,
beautifully
engraved
with
the
London Scottish badge
and suitable sentiment,
commemorates Colonel
David’s
commitment
and long service to all
Regimental Trusts.

The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada
The idea for a full Highland regiment
in Hamilton first took shape among the
members of the St. Andrew’s Society (of
which James Chisholm was the long-time
treasurer) and the Sons of Scotland (of
which, he was also a member).
Late in 1902 meetings were held and
prominent members of the city’s HighlandCanadian community were asked to “take
hold of the matter.”
James Chisholm and his partner, William
Logie (a captain in the XIII Regiment), took
a leading role in organizing locally and in
lobbying Ottawa. With the support of local
Scottish organizations and clan societies,
a deputation was sent to Ottawa bearing
a petition to the minister of Militia. The
minister, Frederick Borden, was less than
enthusiastic about the potential cost and
the Highland character of the proposed
unit (he wanted the militia in a common
uniform). Col. W. D. Otter, whom Logie
canvassed for his opinion, was skeptical of
the group’s ability to “get either the officers
or the men and if we got both [of] these we
could not get the money …”

Hamilton’s
Scottish-Canadian
elite
moved quickly to fill the ranks of the officer
corps and to raise the necessary funds
to outfit the regiment in full Highland
dress. Those who came forward included:
Chisholm, Logie, J. R. Moodie, Walter W.
Stewart, E. M. Dalley, Roy Moodie, E. F.
Lazier, John Inglis McLaren, and many
others from all walks of professional and
business life.

A draft letter written by either Chisholm
or Logie to local MPs noted that the
proposed “officers are a fine lot of fellows
and of good standing and large influence
in the community.” The group obtained (as
of 25 March 1903) over 700 names for the
rank and file. The “men are a particularly
fine class drawn chiefly from the better
class of Scotchmen who own their own
homes and have a stake in the community.”
Chisholm and Logie were well-connected
within the Liberal Party and maintained
steady pressure upon local politicians
to forward the group’s cause. Chisholm
monitored all communications with
Borden. When the minister curtly informed
a local lawyer to forward his support of the
proposed Highland regiment “through
the regular official channel,” Chisholm
promptly asked the minister of Militia for
an explanation particularly as Borden had
already written to Chisholm indicating
that a Highland regiment would be raised.
Borden denied having done so but by 17
August 1903 he reported (confidentially to
Logie) authorizing the establishment of a
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Highland regiment. Chisholm, Logie, and
the Scottish community were unrelenting
and in the end won the day.
The regiment was formed on 13
September 1903 and gazetted three days
later as the 91st Regiment Canadian
Highlanders.
Early days
In winning the day, Chisholm and Logie
used every reasonable tactic at hand. They
were particularly adept at putting pressure
at the highest possible level, usually the
minister, thus circumventing the normal
channels of the Department of Militia
and Defence. They continued this newly
established tradition after the Regiment
was formed.
When they wrote to the minister in
1904 concerning an account of $9.55 for
plumbing in the officers’ quarters, an
exasperated senior aide wrote to Logie
suggesting that “your Regiment should
come into line . . . .” He went on to say, “It
would be simply impossible to run this
Department if other Regiments went about
these matters as yours does.” Nothing,
however, changed. When in 1906 the
Department of Customs insisted upon
charging duty upon a snuff mull sent to
the 91st by the British Argylls, Logie and
Chisholm appealed to Chisholm’s friend,
Adam Zimmerman, MP, who took up their
case with the Assistant Commissioner of
Customs. A compromise was eventually
reached.
Chisholm began his service with the
91st on 16 September 1903 as its paymaster
holding the rank of honorary captain. For
the rest of his life, the Regiment was a
major part of his life. Logie served as the
Regiment’s first commanding officer until
1911 so for a time Chisholm and Logie’s
office on James Street was an alternate
battalion headquarters.
Two evenings a week, Chisholm could
be found at the James Street Armouries —
the 91st was quartered in the recently built
addition (designed in part by his architect
brother-in-law Walter Wilson Stewart,
also a member of the 91st). As well as the
matters of weekly administration, there was
an endless round of ceremonial functions
and Chisholm took (and maintained) a
particular interest in the Pipe Band. Finally,
the 91st provided a rich social life in the
elegant officers’ mess, whether the normal
course of socializing after weekly parades,
full mess dinners, special functions, balls,
or the annual celebration of Hogmanay.

The Great War
During the First World War, the
Regiment acted as a training unit providing
145 officers and 5,207 other ranks for
service in the numbered battalions of the
C.E.F., especially the 16th, 19th, and the
173rd Highlanders. The latter was broken
up for reinforcements, much to the chagrin
of its men. Although the Argylls perpetuate
both the 19th and the 173rd, it is the
former which provides the Regiment its
most intimate connection with the Great
War. The 91st gave the 19th all four of its
commanding officers and its Pipe Major,
Charles Davidson Dunbar, DCM, a Pipe
Major of international renown.
As part of the 4th Infantry Brigade, 2nd
Division, the 19th went from the mud
and misery of Salisbury Plain, England,
to the mud and blood of Flanders. The
Battalion saw its first action at SaintEloi[disambiguation needed] in April
1916 and went on to serve on the Somme,
at Courcelette, Vimy Ridge, Hill 70,
Passchendaele, Drocourt-Quéant, and the
Pursuit to Mons. In December 1918, its pipe
Band played a victorious Canadian Corps
across the Rhine and into Germany. The
19th has had no official history published.
The 19th Battalion (Central Ontario),
CEF was authorized on 7 November 1914
and embarked for Great Britain on 13
May 1915. It disembarked in France on 15
September 1915, where it fought as part
of the 4th Infantry Brigade, 2nd Canadian
Division in France and Flanders until
the end of the war and disbanded on 15
September 1920.
The
173rd
Battalion
(Canadian
Highlanders), CEF was authorized on
15 July 1916 and embarked for Great
Britain on 14 November 1916. It provided
reinforcements for the Canadian Corps
until 4 January 1917, when its personnel
were absorbed by the 2nd Reserve
Battalion, CEF. The battalion disbanded on
1 September 1917. The 173rd Battalion was
awarded the battle honour THE GREAT
WAR 1916-17.
The 3rd Battalion, CMGC, CEF, was
formed in France on 23 March 1918 from
the machine gun companies of the 3rd
Canadian Division, the 7th Machine Gun
Company, 8th Machine Gun Company, 9th
Machine Gun Company and later the 15th
Machine Gun Company. [4] It provided
machine gun support to the 3rd Canadian
Division in France and Flanders until
the end of the war and disbanded on 15

November 1920.
Victoria Cross recipient

Lt. Hugh McKenzie, VC, DCM, C de G,
CMGC.
Lt. Hugh McKenzie, who had risen
from Private to Company Sergeant-Major
in the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light
Infantry before accepting his commission
and transferring to the Canadian Machine
Gun Corps, was awarded the Victoria
Cross posthumously for his actions during
Passchendaele. He had already won
the Empire’s second-highest award for
gallantry, the Distinguished Conduct Medal
as well as the French Croix de Guerre with
the PPCLI. On 30 October 1917, he was a
member of the 7th Canadian Machine Gun
Company, Canadian Machine Gun Corps,
leading a section of four machine guns.
Seeing that one of the PPCLI companies
was hesitating to advance in the face
of a German machine gun position on
dominating ground, he handed command
of his troops to an NCO and went to rally
the men of his old regiment. Lt. McKenzie
organized an attack and captured the enemy
position. Once on the position, however, he
realized that it was itself under dominating
enemy machine gun fire from a nearby
pillbox.
Lt. McKenzie organized parties to
capture the pillbox by making both
frontal and flanking attacks. He was killed
while leading the frontal attack.[6] When
the awarded of his Victoria Cross was
announced in the London Gazette on 12
February 1918, his surname was misspelled
as “Mackenzie.”
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Inter-war years
The Regiment went through the interwar years, endured the general militia
reorganizations, and prospered. Not only
was it large in numbers, (rarely below 400,
at times exceeding 600) it benefited from a
considerable cadre of First War veterans of
all ranks. Tradition continued to play a preeminent role and the Regiment enjoyed a
visible civic profile through weekly parades
on the streets, a close attachment to the
city’s elite, and the activities of three highly
active bands (pipe — still under Dunbar,
brass, and bugle).
The Second World War
Private F.T.V. Savard shows LieutenantColonel J.D. Stewart, Commanding Officer
of The Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
of Canada, a portrait of Colonel Stewart
which he is painting, Elshout, Netherlands,
17 December 1944.
Details from the regiment were called
out on service before the actual start of the
war on 26 August 1939 and placed on active
service on 1 September 1939 as The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders (Princess
Louise’s) (Machine Gun), CASF (Details),
for local protection duties.
The details were formed as a battalion
and designated The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders (Princess Louise’s), CASF on
15 August 1940. It was redesignated the
1st Battalion, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders (Princess Louise’s) (Machine
Gun), CASF on 7 November 1940 and then
the 1st Battalion, The Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders (Princess Louise’s), CASF on
1 February 1941. It served in Jamaica on
garrison duty from 10 September 1941
to 20 May 1943, and embarked for Great
Britain on 21 July 1943. On 26 July 1944,
it landed in France as part of the 10th
Infantry Brigade, 4th Canadian Armoured
Division, and it continued to fight in North
West Europe until the end of the war. The
overseas battalion was disbanded on 15
February 1946.
The Argylls mobilized a battalion for
the Canadian Active Service Force in June
1940. Prior to this, there were occasional
call outs. Beginning in August 1939, Argylls
performed guard duty on the local canal and
electrical facility, for example. The problems
of active duty were myriad. First World War
pattern tunics and the kilt were issued until
modern Battle Dress was issued, Ross rifles
were the only weapons, and hollow pipes
and bricks comprised heavy weapons for
the mortar platoon.

Niagara
The first months of the war were spent in
and around Niagara-on-the-Lake, a dreary
round of guard duty on the Welland Canal
and local power facilities. There was little
training and almost no new equipment. The
first Bren light machine guns, for example,
arrived in December 1940. But there
was time for setting the foundations for
excellent administration and for addressing
the usual range of problems associated
with turning civilians into soldiers. It was
during this period that the notorious “Mad
Five” went AWOL, made their way to the
Sunnyside amusement park in Toronto
and telegraphed the CO — “Having a great
time. Wish you were here.” In May 1941
the 1st Battalion entrained for Nanaimo,
B.C., where it underwent several tedious
months of route marches alternating with
inspections.
Jamaica
September 1941 to May 1943 brought
a sojourn in the sun — garrison duty in
Jamaica. During this period, the reality
of war was brought home by the fate of
the Winnipeg Grenadiers (which unit
the Argylls replaced in Jamaica) in Hong
Kong, and of the Royal Hamilton Light
Infantry (a sister unit from Hamilton) at
Dieppe. Under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel Ian Sinclair, the unit received new
weapons and modern equipment, improved
its administration, and began a complete
program of small unit tactics, fitness, and
training.
England
The men of the 1st Battalion returned to
Hamilton in May 1943. In preparation for
overseas service, it received a new CO and
senior officers,and many warrant officers
and NCOs were also replaced. A notable
exception was the Regimental Sergeant
Major, Peter Caithness McGinlay. By August
1943 the unit had moved to England and
joined the l0th Brigade of the 4th Canadian
(Armoured) Division. Acting Sergeant John
Rennie won a posthumous George Cross in
October 1943, dying while shielding others
from an exploding grenade during training.
Collective training, specialized courses
for individuals, and schemes at battalion,
brigade and divisional level occupied the
unit, now under the command of Lieutenant
Colonel J. David Stewart for whom the
Argylls’ reported a genuine affection. In
action, he was described as having an
intuitive sense of battle (which could not be

taught), cool imperturbability, and a refusal
to fight according to preconceived notions.
Normandy
The unit’s first battles in early August
1944 were small successes fought along
the road to Falaise. The first major action,
Hill 195 on 10 August, was an unorthodox
success; Stewart led the Battalion single file
through the darkness of night and German
lines to capture this hitherto unassailable
strong point. It was an act which historian
John A. English has called “the single
most impressive action of Operation
Totalize.” Less than ten days later in the
Falaise Gap, a battle group of “B” and “C”
companies of the Argylls, and a squadron
of South Alberta Regiment tanks captured
St Lambert-sur-Dives and held it for three
days against desperate counter-attacks.
The action resulted in Major David Vivian
Currie of the South Albertas being awarded
the Victoria Cross.
Of the experience of battle, Cpl H. E.
Carter wrote to his mother on 13 August:
“That life in the front is not fun, not
glamorous — it’s dirty, and fierce and anyone
that says they’re not scared is crazy. But I’m
not going to talk much about that. We try and
keep our spirits up, joke and enjoy yourself
under fire and we do an exceptionally
good job of it.” That very same day Capt
Mac Smith put it best when he wrote to his
wife: “The men are simply wonderful. They
have done well, and are getting better. They
grumble . . . and dig, and advance and dig,
and advance. They stand shelling mortaring
and occasional bombing, and then stand up
in their trenches and ask where the hell the
food is.”
Canadian Army Historian C.P. Stacey
commented that the only time he saw what
could be considered a war crime committed
by Canadian soldiers was after the very
popular Commanding Officer of the
Argylls, Lieutenant Colonel F.E. Wigle, was
shot dead during the battle of Friesoythe
on 14 April 1945, allegedly by a German
civilian. Col. Wigle was in fact killed
by a German paratrooper at his tactical
headquarters located south of Friesoythe.
“Apparently a rumour was going round
that Colonel Wigle had been killed by a
civilian sniper; as a result a great part of
the town of Friesoythe was set on fire in a
mistaken reprisal. This unfortunate episode
only came to my notice and thus got into the
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John Weir FooteVC Armouries. HQ of the Regiment
pages of history because I was in Friesoythe
at the time and saw people being turned
out of their houses and the houses burned.
How painfully easy it is for the business of
“reprisals” to get out of hand!”
As a result, Friesoythe was almost totally
destroyed or, as G.L. Cassidy put it, “The
raging Highlanders cleared the remainder
of that town as no town has been cleared
for centuries, we venture to say.” [10]
One German source estimates that 300 of
355 houses were totally destroyed, for a
percentage rate of 84.5.Another source, the
Brockhaus Enzyklopaedie, estimated the
destruction as high as 90%.The incident is
also recounted in Tony Foster’s Meeting of
Generals.
Overall
Through Moerbrugge, the Scheldt,
Kapelsche Veer, and the Hochwald Gap
to Friesoythe, the Küsten Canal, and Bad
Zwischenahn, the Argylls were successful
against the enemy — but there was more.

Their losses (267 killed and 808 wounded)
were the lowest in the l0th Brigade and
their successes constant. Cynicism is a
soldier’s rightful lot and the Argylls’ never
lost it. Self-satisfaction came with, and
was sustained only by, success — a success
sustained despite the successive wholesale
turnovers in the rifle companies. Neither
quality was lost during ten months of
battle. It made them as Capt Claude Bissell
once remarked “a happy regiment and a
formidable one in action.”
The 1st Battalion provided the
headquarters and one rifle company for
the Canadian Berlin Battalion, a composite
battalion which represented the Canadian
Armed Forces in the British victory
celebrations in Berlin in July 1945. The
Battalion returned to Hamilton in January
1946 where it was dismissed.
Post-war
The Regiment now reverted to its
traditional peacetime role with the primary
reserves. By the early 1960s the reservoir

of veterans had dried up. Numbers shrunk
with the various changes in defence policy
and equipment became outdated. By the
1980s military policies reversed once
more, and the emphasis in national defence
shifted back to a focus on war fighting as
opposed to civil defence. The 1990s saw the
introduction of the Total Force concept in
which the Militia was considered an equal
partner with the Regular Force in meeting
the commitments of the Canadian Forces.
While retaining its Highland traditions,
and Argylls serve Canadians whether
combating natural disasters at home (66
deployed during the 1998 ice storm and
many volunteered during the Red River
flood) or augmenting UN or NATO
deployments abroad. Since the 1950s,
Argylls have been deployed on active
service augmenting Canada’s regular forces
in places such as Cyprus, Germany, Bosnia,
Kosovo, and Afghanistan.
War in Afghanistan
The regiment contributed an aggregate
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of more than 20% of its authorized strength
to the various Task Forces which served in
Afghanistan between 2002 and 2014.
Community
A strong tradition of reciprocal local
support (from 1902 to the present) is
exemplified in the 91st Highlanders
Athletic Association (which runs the oldest
indoor track meet in North America) and
the annual Greater Hamilton Tattoo. The
band has represented the unit at gatherings
across the country and internationally i.e.
the famed Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo
(four appearances since 1950, the most
recent of which was in August 2000) and
various events in Europe.
Community support has been symbolic,
material, and artistic. In 1972, Hamilton
granted the Argylls the Freedom of the
City. The Ontario government has erected
heritage plaques to two Argylls (PipeOfficer Charles Davidson Dunbar, D.C.M.
and Acting Sergeant John Rennie, G.C.
1919-1943) on the Armouries’ outer
walls (the only regiment in the HamiltonWentworth, Niagara, Toronto area to be so
distinguished).
Retired Colours hang in three Hamilton
churches and there is a continuing affiliation
with Central Presbyterian Church. The

local business community contributed
generously to the Argyll Regimental
Foundation. Local, provincial, and national
funds underwrote the project (1984–91)
and publication (1996) of Black Yesterdays:
The Argylls’ War, a pictorial history of the
Regiment in the Second World War.

War in Afghanistan
Afghanistan

Battle honours
In the list below, battle honours in capitals
were awarded for participation in large
operations and campaigns, while those in
lowercase indicate honours granted for more
specific battles. Those battle honours followed
by a “+” are emblazoned on the regimental
colour.
The Great War
MOUNT SORREL+, SOMME, 1916,
’18+, Flers-Courcelette, Thiepval, Ancre
Heights, ARRAS, 1917, ‘18+ , Vimy, 1917+
, HILL 70, Ypres 1917+ , Passchendaele+ ,
Amiens+ , Scarpe, 1918, Drocourt-Quéant+ ,
Hindenburg Line+, Canal du Nord, Cambrai,
1918, PURSUIT TO MONS+, France and
Flanders, 1915–18+

The regimental colour of The Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders of Canada
(Princess Louise’s).

The Second World War
Falaise+, Falaise Road, St Lambert sur
Dives, Seine 1944+, Moerbrugge+, The
Scheldt+, Breskens Pocket, The Lower
Maas+, Kapelsche Veer, The Rhineland+,
The Hochwald+, Veen, Friesoythe+, Küsten
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Canal+, Bad Zwischenahn, North-West
Europe, 1944–1945

Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, killed earlier this year at the National war memorial in Canada

Cpl. Nathan Cirillo, 24, was shot this year
while on honorary guard at the National
War Memorial. Ottawa Police announced
hours after the shooting that the soldier
shot at the memorial had died.
He would later be identified as Cirillo,
a reservist from Hamilton serving with
the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders of
Canada regiment. Cirillo died a short time
after the attack despite frantic efforts to
revive him at the base of the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier.
Lt.-Col. Lawrence Hatfield of the Argylls
made a brief statement on Wednesday night
to reporters and members of the public who
gathered outside the James Street armoury.
"The regiment wishes to express its sincere
condolences to the family of Cpl. Cirillo as
well as to express our thanks that's been
demonstrated by the support of Canadians
across this country," he said. "Cpl. Cirillo was
a very proud member of the Argylls and the
Highlanders of Canada. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family, and we hope that
Canadians share that with us."
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London Scottish
First World War

100th anniversay statues.
The collection of WW1 London
Scottish Regiment cold cast bronze
figures to commemorate the centenary
of the start of hostilities in 1914.
All figures can have a base, with or
without an engraved plaque. They can
all be made in hall marked silver plate.
Call Laura at the Regimental office for
a quote.

Officer WW1

Private WW1

51st Highland Div Palestine Jock
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Limited edition canvas print of

“The Stand of the London Scottish at Messines Ridge”

To commemorate the centenary of The Battle
of Messines a limited run of 50 A3 canvas
prints of the newly restored painting will
be produced.
They are sized at A3 on an SRA3 canvas
with professional lightfast inks designed
not to fade even in direct sunlight.
Each canvas will have a numbered
certificate for authenticity.

Price £40

email lsgazette@yahoo.co.uk to order
and for additional information
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Regimental association notes
The principal event since the last
gazette was of course the Centenary
Anniversary of Messines. A full
account of the Regimental Association
pilgrimage tour is therefore the main
focus of this article.
Before then though we had the
Association Ceilidh, held on Saturday
6th September. Due to problems getting
the drill hall, pipes and drums and
ceilidh band aligned on the same day,
the ceilidh was put back from its usual
June spot to September. This didn’t
seem to affect anything though and
once again the drill hall was packed
with enthusiastic members determined
upon a good night out. Whilst the date
had changed the well-tried and popular
format had not. Our old friends The
Dalcassion Scottish Country Dance
Band struck up at 1900hrs and soon
had members and guests on the floor.
Seasoned campaigners joined with
bemused novices as we worked our
way through all the old favourites. The
band took a well deserved breather as
our own pipes and drums marched on
to play a splendid set. Afterwards we
helped ourselves to the excellent hot
and cold buffet prepared by Barbara
Blackledge (thanks Barbara – spot on
as always). Then the raffle to allow
time for food to digest before back to
more dancing. The evening over, old
friends downed their glasses, finished
their anecdotes and bade each other
goodnight. Another successful evening
and we even managed to make a (slight)
profit. Now to plan next year’s event,
which will probably be back in June
depending on those diaries.
On 12th October John Van der Vord,
Eric Kester, Helen and myself attended
the Guards Polo Club, Windsor as
guests of John Hudson to witness the
annual review and inspection of the
HAC Light Cavalry by HRH The Earl
of Wessex. HRH recognised the tie
and was gracious enough to find time
for a chat during which I told him of
Association plans for Halowe’en. A most
enjoyable day, thanks John, you looked
resplendent.
And then it was upon us. After well
over a year in the planning, culminating

in a flurry of activity as the months,
weeks then days drew near finally the
Regimental Association pilgrimage
to Flanders to commemorate the
Centenary of the Battle of Messines
had arrived. 45 Association members,
wives, partners and guests assembled at
95 Horseferry Road on the morning of
30th October 2014.
A willing party of helpers made sure
the various boxes that had been delivered
to 95 were taken onto the coach: menu
cards, commemorative medallions,
whisky, wreaths, poppy crosses and
last, but by no means least, 13.5 kg of
haggis! Previously our coach drivers
have taken us over Lambeth Bridge
and through South London to the ferry,
this time we were treated to the sights
of London: Parliament Square, along
the Embankment, through the City and
significantly past the Tower of London
where we got a glimpse of the field of
poppies and the early morning crowds
thronging there to see them.
The ferry journey was more like a
Mediterranean cruise under blue skies,
bright sun and a millpond to sail across.
The final leg of the journey enabled
our quite excellent tour guide, old
friend, Band President and Association
member Lt. Col Peter McLelland OBE
to begin his account. Peter pointed out
the approach route that the 1st Battalion
took upon arriving in France on 15th
September 1914 till reaching Ypres on
30th October 1914.
We finally got to our hotel, The
Novotel, in Ypres around 1800 local time.
The coach was unloaded and the haggis
handed over to the hotel, complete
with instructions. The manager was
expecting us and could not have been
more helpful and accommodating,
though he was somewhat perplexed with
the instruction that the haggis should be
served with mashed tatties and bashed
neeps. Despite my best explanation of
a swede we were getting nowhere until
he used an online English – Flemish
dictionary and bingo a picture of a
swede appeared on the screen. We were
in business. Having unpacked we made
our way across the square to the Den
Anker restaurant for our evening meal,

a venue very familiar from past visits.
Before entering the restaurant though
Peter had us form up in columns 4
deep facing the cloth hall. He thus told
us we were formed up exactly where
the 1st Battalion formed up 4 deep on
30th October 1914, ready to embuss to
the front, pretty much 100 years to the
moment. An excellent meal of steak and
chips was consumed. With an early start
some wisely went to their beds, others
found it difficult to walk past the ‘Old
Bill’ pub, situated invitingly opposite
the entrance to the hotel.
The momentous anniversary day
was upon us and we woke for an early
breakfast before getting on the coach at
0830 for a very full day. Peter reminded
us we were still on 30th October 1914 as
the coach traced the movements of the
1st Bn that day, passing the sites of the
long since destroyed White and Hooge
Chateaus. Then to Sanctuary Wood
with a full explanation of that strategic
location and to Ghelevelt where the
battalion had started to dig in before
receiving orders to move. Our travels
enabled us to see the recently unveiled
memorial to the Black Watch at Polygon
Wood with plenty of photo-shoot
opportunities.
Then, after a mid morning coffee,
back onto the coach to be informed it
was now 31st October 1914 and we
continued to follow the route taken
by the 1st Battalion, passing through
St Eloi, Wytschaete and Wulvergem
Road, with Peter providing a running
commentary of the advance to the front
on the 31st. Our packed lunch was
consumed en route in a local hostelry.
Quite what mine host made of 45 of
us cramming into his bar to eat our
sandwiches I don’t know but his bar
takings no doubt made up for any lost
food sales. After lunch back onto the
coach for the long awaited focus of the
trip, the opportunity to walk the actual
approach of the London Scottish across
the battlefield to the front.
We were now joined by Mr Mirando
(Mil) Lamaire a local WW1 historian
of note and by now an old friend and
avid supporter of the London Scottish.
Mil has made the Battle of Messines
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Negotiating barbed wire on the battlefield 31st Oct 2014
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Lt Col Peter McLelland on the battlefield explaining the action 31st Oct 2014
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The Association banner piped from the memorial

Mayor of Messines wreath laying 1st Nov 2014

his life study and was possibly the
most authoritative person we could
have hoped to have with us. Mil had
assisted Peter and the Regimental
Secretary with the Regimental trip in
June and had used that experience to
finalise his preparations and so identify
the route taken by the 1st Battalion to
the forming up point and then across
the actual battle ground to the final
forward positions. In doing so he had
negotiated access rights with no fewer
than 4 landowners/farmers. Mil had
sent me an e-mail warning that the route
was an obstacle course, complete with
barbed wire fences, and recommended
appropriate footwear.
We soon found out what he meant as
we followed him and Peter across open
farmland, encountering at least 4 barbed
wire fences. As some were electrified he
showed us how to safely negotiate them.
Andy Scotland getting the message
after his initial shock. Several herds of
cows watched with a passing interest,
particularly the one that seemed not
to have udders but large horns instead.
Fortunately the weather had been fine
over the days leading up to our trip so
we were at least spared the infamous
Flanders mud. Walking along the
hidden ground of the Steenbeck valley
we then had to walk up the incline
leading to the flat ground across which
the 1st Battalion advanced before taking
up battle positions.
This really brought home to me, in a
way I had not fully appreciated before,
exactly what our guys were facing. In a
sobering yet uplifting moment, looking
around at the likes of Tony Rawlins,
Geoff Dickman, Gary Anderson and
Andy Parsons it occurred to me that we
were possibly the first people in Hodden
Grey kilts to cross this land in 100 years.
Mil, assisted by his son, had prepared
a stand on the battlefield depicting
photographs and accounts of London
Scots who fell in the battle. Peter
continued with his graphic description
of the battle, made all the more real
by standing on the actual spot he was
talking about.
We finally reached the main road
where our coach was positioned by our
memorial, the end point for our historic
trek. To literally walk in the footsteps of
our gallant forebears, 100 years to the
day, was indeed a humbling experience
and an honour and a privilege.
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A great many Association members,
not in our party, had also made their
way to Messines for the anniversary and
were now assembled at the memorial
to join with us in our wreath laying
ceremony and act of remembrance. I
was introduced to Mrs Frances Hodsen,
her sisters Sarah and Rachel and brother
Ian who had made their own way to the
memorial to pay their respects to their
grandfather’s brother, Lance Corporal
James Napier Hay who was killed in
the battle. They did not know we were
there and asked if they could join us.
We were of course delighted to welcome
them, as we were Mrs Margaret Taylor
whose grandfather Charles Mackintosh
had served in the Scottish from 1912 to
1915 when he was invalided out, he too
had fought at Messines.
One of our party, Hamish Johnston,
accompanied by his son Andrew, was
the nephew of another London Scot
who, having survived the battle, was
tragically killed at Brown Road Wood
2 weeks later. It turned out that Angus
Miller’s great uncle was also a London
Jock at Messines. When the party
had originally been put together we
knew that Reg Renwick’s father was at
Messines, we were absolutely delighted
to learn that so many other relatives
were also at the memorial. Patrick
Layden cited the exhortation and Andy
Parsons then piped the lament before
an immaculately observed silence
allowing us all to reflect privately on
the momentous action 100 years ago
that day. The silence broken by ‘Johnny
Cope’, Reg Renwick then stepped
forward to lay the wreath to his father’s
battalion and fallen comrades. Having
recited the Regimental Collect, Hamish
Johnston then ended the ceremony
with the Kohima Epitaph ‘When you
go home, tell them of us and say, for
their tomorrow we gave our today’. The
ceremony had been blessed by perfect
weather and as we left the memorial
was bathed in glorious late afternoon
sunshine; ‘at the going down of the sun’
we truly did remember them.
Then a late change to the itinerary
and a visit to the Messines Museum
where we were met by the curator and
Mrs Wendy Bathurst whose father in
law, Private Edward Bathurst, was just
17 when he fought at Messines. He was
wounded and his war ended in 1915. He
lived until 1986 and regularly attended

Halowe’en Dinners until his death, as
well as returning to Messines on several
occasions. Wendy had presented his
Regimental artefacts to the museum
which were now being unveiled in their
own show case. Having presented the
curator with a bottle of Hodden Grey for
display purposes (?) we then returned to
our hotel for a quick freshen up before
our own Halowe’en Dinner.
When I first started to put the
Association trip together it was agreed
that we should attempt to hold our
own Halowe’en Dinner in Ypres. I was
informed that the 20 or so ‘irregulars’
who were making their own way had
expressed an interest in joining us for
the dinner. By my reckoning that would
make about 65 in total and the hotel said
they could comfortably accommodate
80. Then word spread and lo and behold
others began to contact me. The hotel,
at a push, said they could accommodate
a maximum of 100 diners.
The 100th seat was sold just the
weekend before the trip and only the
unfortunate but wholly understandable
withdrawal of Colonel John and Heather
Clemence on the eve of departure
prevented us from having 100 diners at
our 100th anniversary. So 98 members,
wives, partners and personal guests
took their seats at pretty much the same
time as they were doing so in London.
As chairman I welcomed all present,
informing any who needed such an
introduction, of the huge significance
of the occasion. I also read out a copy of
the loyal greetings I had sent to Colonel
David and all at 95 that evening. This
was warmly received. No account of the
battle was needed, as this was included
on the menu superbly produced by Rob
Blackledge. After grace I introduced
our official guests: Mr Sandy Evrard,
Mayor of Messines for the past 20
years and his wife Carine; Mr Benoir
Mottrie, Chairman of the Ypres Last
Post Association; Mr Soren Hawkes the
local WW1 artist who was to make a
presentation and, of course, Mil.
All later were presented with the
commemorative centenary medallion
and, of course, a bottle of Hodden Grey.
After a most welcome starter of Cock a
Leekie, superbly produced by the hotel
from an internet recipe, Andy Parsons
piped in the haggis, which had travelled
remarkably well from its Scottish home,
via 95, to Ypres. John Spoore then

stepped forward for a superb rendition
of the address, much appreciated by all,
especially those who were hearing and
witnessing it for the first time. This
included the startled chef who found he
had a walk on part.
A fine meal of guinea fowl followed
by cheese and biscuits was heartily
consumed before the piece de
resistance, a huge ice cream bearing a 3’
x 2’ regimental badge, was wheeled in.
The new tradition of piping in the ice
cream was thus borne. The loyal toast
was proposed then the toast to Philippe,
King of the Belgians. The customary
toasts were drunk and, unusually for
Halowe’en, wine was taken, but only
with those whose father, father in law,
grandfather, uncle or great uncle had
fought in the ranks of the London
Scottish 100 years ago that very evening.
Soren Hawkes then presented his
original painting depicting the battle in
graphic form.
I was delighted to receive it on behalf
of the Trustees and hopefully we will see
it hung in 95 soon. Andy Parsons and
Gary Anderson played the company
marches before, by request, all stood for
the Regimental March. Isla St Clair sang
the haunting ‘Road to Passchendaele’
followed by Mr A. Fay leading the
community singing of ‘A Gordon For
Me’, ‘The 51st’, ‘Flower of Scotland’
and other old G Coy anthems. Then
the Evening Hymn and that was it. It
was past midnight and we had paid our
respects throughout the day of the 31st
in most befitting fashion; all objectives
achieved.
Well almost. Having adjourned again
to the ‘Old Bill’ at 0155 I was reminded
by Mil that it was 5 minutes before the
Germans had put in their main attack
only to be met by the now legendary
Scottish resistance. The landlord duly
obliged and turned the music down,
an announcement was made and Andy
P played the Rowan Tree followed by
the Regimental March. 100 years to the
minute remembrance was observed.
Saturday 1st November was upon
us and the coach again departed early
from the hotel as Peter took us back to
Messines Ridge to continue the story of
the 1st Bn in the aftermath of battle. The
previous evening the Mayor had invited
us to his civic wreath laying ceremony
at our memorial that morning, which
we were delighted to attend, with Andy
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playing the lament and Tony bearing the
standard. Following the wreath laying
we drove to Wulvergem where the
battalion had retired to after the battle
and where the famous roll call was
conducted with just 150 present. Then
onto the small of village of Kemmel
where many of the missing began to
reassemble, indeed there are accounts
of some of the survivors of the battle
having a beer in the town.
Col Peter informed us that very few
graves of the Messines dead survived
the war, the land having been devastated
in subsequent battles. He had however
located 2 London Scots killed on 1st
November 1914 buried in Wytschaete
Military Ceremony, Cpl Eric Chapman
and Pte G A Wallace, and a further 4
killed at Messines buried at Bedford
House military cemetery. At the latter
cemetery only 1 London Scot is named,
Pte W.H.Wylie, the other 3 graves being
of London Scots identified as such but
not named. Next to them are graves
of unidentified soldiers, who might
possibly also be London Jocks. We held
our own private acts of remembrance
in both cemeteries, our wreaths being
laid by John Spoore and Bob Harman
respectively. We were also told of
the subsequent actions in November,
visiting Brown Wood Road, where
Hamish Johnston’s uncle, Private James
George Alexander Johnston, was killed
on 13.11.1914, aged 20.
We returned to Ypres after lunch for
some free time and preparation for the
evening’s Last Post Ceremony. We had
decided upon the 1st November as our
preferred date to attend the Menin Gate,
leaving Halowe’en free for the dinner
and in recognition of the fact that most
of our fatalities were sustained on the
1st not the 31st, the battle continuing
well after midnight.
Having earlier contacted the Last
Post Association we had been afforded a
privileged position at the ceremony with
all members of the extended Regimental
party being able to take their places
in a reserved area in the centre of the
arch. This was indeed fortuitous as
the assembled crowds were the largest
I have seen; such is the interest in the
centenary of WW1. Even so we still
had to be in position 45 minutes before
the start. At 8pm the most evocative
of remembrance ceremonies began,
as it has every night since 1928, apart

from during the Second World War
when Ypres was under German control.
The ceremony re-commenced the day
the Nazis left Ypres. The buglers of
the Last Post Association sounded the
Last Post and our own Martin Felstead
cited the Exhortation in his familiar,
commanding, resonant tone. Isla St
Clair, a member of our party, then
sang the first 2 verses of Flowers of
the Forest before Andy Parsons came
in with the more familiar pipe version.
If hairs weren’t standing to attention
on necks by now they never will. Tony
Rawlins was appointed the senior
standard bearer and I was afforded the
honour of being principal wreath layer,
followed by Hamish Johnston and the
relatives of L.Cpl. Hay. Then came a
further 14 wreath layers representing
Regiments, schools, British Legion
branches and private families. Andy
bestrode the Menin Gate, piping
throughout the wreath laying. Reveille
ended an immaculately observed
silence and all agreed it had been a most
moving occasion, with representatives
of the Regiment centre stage on the
anniversary of Messines.
Mark Ormiston had organised a
‘smoker’ for those attending the Menin
Gate so after the ceremony ended 55 of
us adjourned to the Sword Hotel, HQ
of the ‘irregulars’. In time honoured
fashion the drink flowed freely and
gradually the old songs, and a few new
ones, followed. Isla St Clair regaled us
with a fine selection and Ken Duncan
joined in with songs of rebellion and
the like. The dulcet tones of Patrick
Layden and then Ron Younger with
his Big Kilmarnock Bonnet on the
Road to Dundee completed the Celtic
serenading. Cue the Fay male voice
choir, out of retirement, to transform
us back to the 70’s/80’s. A marvellous
evening and many thanks to Mark for
organising.
Smokers lead to the inevitable
morning after and so it proved to be,
but this time we had to be packed and
out of the hotel to boot. First though
we walked back to the Menin Gate
for a private act of remembrance in
front of our own panel containing 100
names, 85 of whom fell at Messines.
The honour of laying our wreath fell to
Hamish Johnston whose uncle’s name
was looking down at us. Having finally
left the hotel we visited the Liverpool

Scottish memorial at Belleward with
those ex G Coy amongst us paying
respects to the other ‘English Regiment’
in 1/51 Highland Volunteers. Fittingly
the wreath was laid by John Spoore, ex
PM 1/51 who knew many V Coy. Then
to Tyne Cot where Peter fast-forwarded
to1917 and the account of the 3rd Battle
of Ypres, AKA Passchendaele. Having
wandered sombrely through the 1000’s
of headstones we assembled in front of
our panel for our final wreath laying
ceremony concluding with Andrew
Johnston reading a most poignant poem
entitled ‘At Rest’ written immediately
after his great uncle Jimmy’s death.
Then to Talbot House in Poperinghe,
the original Toc H. I had not been
there before and found the experience
fascinating, learning much about the
role of ‘Pop’ as the main R&R destination
for the Ypres Salient. After a fine lunch
in the historic square the inevitable
dash for the coast and the ferry. Finally
making London after 9pm we said our
good byes and made our way home. So
many memories will remain for a very
long time of a very special trip that not
only met all expectations but, as quite
a few concluded, actually exceeded
them. My heartfelt thanks to Peter
McLelland who, aided and abetted by
Mil, had provided the most informative
and authoritative account that any of
us had ever heard. Thanks also to our
pipers, Andy and Gary, without whom
it just wouldn’t have been the same. A
truly momentous pilgrimage, wholly
befitting the most important centenary
anniversary in our history.
But no rest of course for no sooner
was I home than final instructions
were being issued for the Lord Mayors
Show, The Cenotaph and Church
Parade the following weekend. On
Saturday 8th November 12 members of
the Regimental Association swelled the
ranks of the Federation of London Old
Comrades for the return leg of the Lord
Mayors Show. A good parade with the
large crowds cheering us all the way.
This was first time we have marched
immediately behind cavalry, a strange
experience: plenty of stuff to avoid
stepping in and no drum beat to get the
step from. Hey ho, great fun. After a
well deserved pint, off home to spruce
up the kilt and clean the brogues.
Then on the morning of Sunday 9th
November the moment in Regimental
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The Association Standard on parade at the Menin Gate

PM John Spoore addressing the haggis, Halloween Dinner Ypres.
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Horseguards, all the way being cheered
on by the huge crowds thronging the
pavements and every vantage point. As
we marched along Horseguards Road
we gave an eyes right to HRH The Duke
of York, the reviewing officer, before
entering Horseguards to await our final
dismissal.
At the same time we were represented
by Ray Broomfield, Murdo Durrant
and John Hudson at the Lord Mayor of
London’s Service of Remembrance at
St Pauls Cathedral, Murdo laying our
wreath at the London Troops Memorial
as the congregation marched to the
Mansion House.
A quick dash back to 95 and so on to
our own Church Parade. An excellent
turnout with 38 Association members
on parade. A fine service during which
Col. Marc Overton gave an excellent
tribute to our former CO, Colonel Sir
Tommy Macpherson CBE, MC who had
died that Thursday aged 94. My thanks
to all who marched with the Association
over the weekend, including the 10
hardy souls who made all 3 parades.

London Scottish graves Wytschaete Military Cemetary 1st Nov 2014
Association history we had been waiting
for. Our first ever appearance as an
Association on the Cenotaph Parade, a
point singled out for special mention
on the front page of the following
days Guardian no less! So it was that
30 Association members, 6 in Hodden
Grey kilts, assembled on Horseguards
Parade on a beautiful sunny Autumnal
morning, waiting to take our place on
the parade. After much standing around
we eventually made our way through
Horseguards Arch onto Whitehall to
take our allotted place amongst the
10,000 or so veterans in their respective
marching contingents. Big Ben struck
11 o’clock and silence descended over
Whitehall, to be broken only by a single
shot fired by the Kings Troop RHA.

From the giant screens we could see
Her Majesty lead the wreath laying.
Then slowly the parade started to file
forward. The BBC cameras picked us
out with David Dimbleby informing
the watching nation ‘… The London
Scottish Regimental Association. The
first territorial infantry battalion to
see action in the First World War on
Messines Ridge in October 1914. The
London Scottish … now part of the
Reserve Army’ (sic). Geoff Dickman
bore our wreath and as we passed the
Cenotaph an eyes left to pay our respects
to the fallen. Our commemoration of
those who fought at Messines was thus
completed in the most symbolic of
settings. Then to the end of Whitehall,
past Parliament Square and back to

So there we have it. Another year
gone, but a year like no other in the
history of The Association, starting as it
did with the Centenary Dinner marking
the formation of the Association back
in January and culminating in our
pilgrimage to Messines and our very first
appearance on the Cenotaph Parade.
Finally to end on a most positive note
the Association welcomes the following
new members who have all joined since
the last edition: Dean Allen, Stan Brown,
Clint Colvin, Fraser John Daniel, Ian
Downing, Andrew Eden, Edward Eden,
Mark Goodman, Raymond Gray, Colin
Gregson, Rob Hazell, Steve Jones,
William Murphy, Neil Price, Andrew
Renton–Green, Kristan Ross, Tony
Rycyk, Michael Shanahan, David Steele
and Margaret Taylor (granddaughter of
Messines veteran).
Wishing you all a very merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year.
Hopefully we will see you at our events
in 2015. The first will be the G & A Coy
lunch on Friday 27th February followed
by the Association lunch on Saturday
18th April.
Strike Sure
Steve Lovelock – Chairman London
Scottish Regimental Association
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In a year packed with anniversaries,
the associations centenary, centenary
of the start of the First World War and
of course the centenary of the Battle
of Messines on 31st October 1914,
The London Scottish Rifles Lodge
celebrated its 125th anniversary on
Thursday the 15th May 2014 at the New
Clerkenwell Masonic Centre.
This makes the Regimental Lodge
older than both the Ancients (1905) and
the Glenworple Highlanders (1912).
W. Bro Phil Ross began the meeting in
the Master’s chair and welcomed W.Bro
Jon Leech, Metropolitan Grand Inspector,
his ADC and two Metropolitan Grand
Stewards to the meeting. W. Bro Ross
then installed his successor, Bro Murdo
Durrant into the master’s chair in a most
exemplary manner.
The new master of the lodge along
with the Metropolitan Grand Inspector
led the procession from the lodge to
the festive board, where members and
guests were treated to a superb dinner
of smoked salmon and avocado mousse,
roast beef with all the trimmings and
summer pudding to finish off.
W.Bro Ross gave the address to the
master, and the new W. Bro Durrant
replied, during which he informed the
members that it was his intention to
revive the Ladies Festival which will be in
April 2015 hopefully at Regimental HQ.
Bro Martin Felstead did great service
with a fine rendition of the Master’s
Song and W.Bo Jon Leech spoke warmly
of the manner in which he and all the
guests had been treated and how much
he had enjoyed himself on this important
occasion in our history.
W. Bro Gary Anderson, newly
returned from his adventures in La Belle
France, played a pipe set of Company
marches, including Cock o’the North,
Bonnie Dundee, All the Blue Bonnets
and The Black Bear, finishing with the
regimental march. The evening finished
with the evening hymn and the first
verse of the National Anthem. Each
member and guest was presented with an
engraved whiskey glass as a memento of
the evening.
Any member of the serving company,
pipes & drums or association who may
be interested in joining the Regimental
Lodge please feel free to speak to any
of the Lodge officers on a first Tuesday

W.Bro Phil Ross & W. Bro Murdo Durrant, the past and current masters of
the lodge in the 125th Anniversary year.
of at the Lodge of Instruction held on
Thursday at RHQ between October and
May.

Charity Steward & Honorary Lodge Piper

Officers of the Lodge 2014

Junior Deacon Bro John Morrison

Master W. Bro Murdo Durrant
Immediate Past Master W. Bro Phil Ross
Senior Warden W. Bro Jim Nicholson
Junior Warden Bro Alex McBride
Chaplin W. Bro Chris Perryman
Treasurer W. Bro Tony Rawlins
Secretary W. Bro Barry Rayner
Director of Ceremonies

Senior Deacon Bro Martin Felstead
Assistant Director of Ceremonies
W. Bro Ken Phillips
Organist & Assistant Treasurer
W. Bro David James
Inner Guard Bro Jason Harryman
Senior Steward Bro Dave Sheehan
Stewards Bro Bob Blackledge, Bro James
Blackledge, Bro Callum-Murdo Durrant,
Bro Chris French and Bro Ola Oyalegan

W. Bro Douglas McQuade
Almoner & Assistant Secretary
W. Bro Steve Lovelock

W. Bro Gary Anderson

Tyler W. Bro David Chamberlain
W. Bro Plod
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Carry on. toronto scottish news

Lt Col Rupert Pim WG and Lt Col Gary Moore CD at Lydd ranges

The Commanding Officer of The Toronto Scottish (Queen Mother’s Own) Regiment meets the Princess Royal in Washington to
commemorate Americans who were holders of the Victoria Cross. Captain Bellenden Seymour Hutcheson VC was an American and the
Regiment’s Armoury, in Mississauga Toronto, Ontario is named after him.
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The Freedom of Missassauga has been granted to The Toronto Scottish Regiment. The Commanding Officer Lt Colonel Gary Moore CD
and Major Graham Walsh CD rode their chargers at the head of two guards , the Colour party, and the Pipes and Drums marched the City
Halls to receive this huge honour.
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To all Gordon Highlanders
and those who love the Regiment

To all Gordon Highlanders and those who love the Regiment
This is the story of an almost forgotten Gordon Highlander hero

Charles Usher was a remarkable Gordon Highlander. An accomplished sportsman, he
represented Scotland at rugby and fencing. He was a fine piper and Highland dancer,
taught by G.S. McLennan, one of the greatest pipers and composers in the world.
Captured in the first weeks of World War I, he spent his years in prison helping others
to survive, but also sending coded intelligence back to Britain. In World War II he
commanded an ad hoc force of disparate units that enabled the British Expeditionary
Force to escape by holding the road into Dunkirk and keeping at bay for a week a
whole Panzer division that was straining at the leash to smash into the helpless troops
on the beaches. After D-Day he organised the survival and regeneration of the
devastated French city of Caen, and then did the same for the Minden region in
defeated Germany. After the War he was Director of Physical Education at Edinburgh
University, and managed the Scottish team at the 1950 and 1954 Empire and
Commonwealth Games (during the former he stood in and fenced for Scotland). This is
the story of a remarkable man that should be known to every Gordon Highlander and
their present day successors.
The story of Charles ‘Dougie’ Usher can be purchased from The Gordon
Highlanders Museum for £22 + p&p. To order:
1. Call the Museum on 01224-311200 extension 0, or
2. Send an email request to museum@gordonhighlanders.com or
3. Write to:

The Gordon Highlanders Museum
St Luke’s
Viewfield Road
Aberdeen AB15 7XH
A Kindle version is available on Amazon priced at £4.62.
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London Scottish Regimental Golf Society
The Autumn meeting of the
Regimental Golf Society was held
at The London Scottish Golf Club,
Wimbledon Common on Friday 19th
September 2014.
9 Golfers turned out for the day,
which was slightly disappointing
considering what a great day it was,
and excellent value. After coffee and
bacon rolls the golfers competed in
a friendly morning 9-hole Stableford
competition, won by Stephen Hill, our
captain for the year, with 18 points,
piping Steve Lovelock on count back.
After lunch we took to the fairways
for the annual Autumn Foursomes
competition. Blessed with gorgeous
late summer sunshine the competition
was won by Bill Foster and partner
Stuart Young on 35 points. Stewart
Petty and Neil McTavish the runners
up on 31 points. Bill thus retaining the
cup he won the previous year with a
different partner. Please get your bids
to partner Bill next year in now please.
The golf was then followed by the
AGM, this time held al fresco to take
advantage of the early evening sun.
Stewart Petty was appointed incoming
Captain for 2015, with David Walker
his vice-captain. Steve Lovelock was
re-elected Honorary Secretary of the
Society, as was Bill Foster the Hon,
Assistant Secretary.
The 2015 fixtures were discussed
and it was agreed that we should play
just 18 holes at the Spring meeting
followed by a light meal to enable
those who have to get away to do so
without missing out on a meal. As
next year is the 150th anniversary of
the formation of the London Scottish
Golf Club by the Regiment, it was

Stuart Young receiving the Autumn Foursomes trophy from golf society
secretary Steve Lovelock
proposed that our summer fixture
should be a challenge match against
the club. This was agreed unanimously
and enthusiastically supported by
John Downs, next years club captain,
who had joined us as a guest for the
day. The Autumn Foursomes meeting
will remain the same.
The meeting being concluded
thanks were given to Stephen Hill
for his excellent year as Captain.
Stephen’s final duty of the year was
to present the prizes following an
excellent meal and fine piping by
Callum Galleitch from our Ps and Ds.
Next years dates are:

Spring meeting
Friday 24th April 2015
Summer meeting
Friday 26th June 2015 (challenge
match vs. LSGC)
Autumn meeting – TBC
Why not join us? We could certainly
do with some new members. No
matter what your standard you will be
assured of a great day out. Note those
diaries now!
Steve Lovelock
Hon. Secretary London
Regimental Golf Society.

Scottish

Letters to the editor
Please send your letters to, The Editor, The London Scottish Gazette, Regimental Headquarters, 95, Horseferry road,
Westminster, London. SW1P 2DX, or email to lsgazette@yahoo.co.uk Only letters with Names and addresses will be printed.

Dear Major Young,
Thank you so much for inviting me to the Hallowe’en Centenary Dinner in Ypres. It was an evening I will never forget.
I hope those who went to the exhibition of my father-in -law’s memorabilia found it interesting. The whole trip, to the
battle field and all that went with it, was moving and at times uplifting, I am so glad I went outside my comfort zone
and did it!
Kind regards
Wendy Bathurst
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To the Gazette Editor.
Can you please explain why the cost of a ticket to the
Hallowe’en dinner is so expensive? I see it has gone up now
to £38.50. If we invited less Generals onto the top table
surely the prize would go down.
(Name and address supplied.)
From the Editor.
I passed this enquiry to the Regimental Secretary who
organises the dinner. He wrote;
The Hallowe’en dinner ticket price has always been a bone
of contention with some members and so I am happy to
explain this for you.
The Regimental Trust is the working trust for the regiment
and as such pays for this dinner. It invites ten ‘Regimental
Guests’ every year that sit on the top table and the remainder
are London Scottish Hosts and their personal guests. The
ten regimental guests are carefully chosen for those who can
have a positive influence for the regiment as a whole.
The ticket price went up this year to £38.50 for full
members and all guests, and £32.50 for those over 70 years of
age. The Regimental Trust decided to put up the ticket price
this year to come nearer to the meal cost. (It had remained
£35.00 and £30.00 for a number of years previously)
The serving company pay between £20.00 and £12.50 on
a sliding scale according to rank, and the Pipes and Drums
(who work quite hard for their supper) pay £10.00 per head.
The cost of the meal and service alone came to £8,569.92
(incl VAT) this year for 200 people, which comes to £42.85
per person. (It was £40.72 per head in 2013)
So the subsidy paid by the Regimental Trust per member
comes to the following;
• Full Members and Guests = £4.35
• Members over 70yrs of age = £10.35
• Serving Company = Between £22.85 and £30.35
• Pipes and Drums = £32.85
• Regimental Guests = £42.85
• This year the Trust made a special grant to pay for the
Toronto Scottish. = £42.85
Expenses not included in the ticket price.
• The Centenary Commemorative Medals and pin badges.
• The printing of the menus and tickets
• The Barmen for both bars.
• The extra cleaning of the hall, dining room, toilets,
staircase, front stairs and lobby.
• The ‘post dinner’ clean up.
If these costs had been factored into the ticket price then it
would have risen to £79.92 pp
The Top Table pre dinner reception and ALL top table
dinner drinks are calculated and kept separate. This amount
is then divided by the number of the London Scottish
Officers hosting on the top table who then pay this. This has
always happened to my knowledge.

Dear Major Young.
I was very interested to see the recent article on The
Transvaal Scottish Regt, as I am in contact when living in
JoBurg during the 1970’s with several of the Old Comrades
who were like myself a playing member of the Linden
Bowling Club.
I was often asked to join one of the Transvaal Scottish
bowling teams that played in The M.O.T.H., monthly
bowling fund raising afternoons. MOTH ( Memorable
Order of the Tin Hats), similar to our British Legion,
and while they were mostly war time members of The
Transvaal Scottish, during which I was a school boy, they
certainly never lost sight of the fact that I had been, like my
late father, a serving member of The London Scottish Regt,
and was always afforded the highest respect maybe not for
my bowls performance, but that I served in The London
Scottish. This was a Regiment that they held in high
regard, especially from the history going back to 1902, and
the fact that our Regimental badge has South Africa 1900 –
02 engraved on it. I wore my father’s when I was a serving
member, and it is now 92 years old! And still worn every
November 11th at the Dumfries War Memorial parade.
It was n’t long before I was asked if I could raise a team
of London Scottish to play against a Transvaal Scottish
team on one of the bowling afternoons. I am pleased to
say that after putting an advert in the ‘Star’ newspaper
in JoBurg, three former members of the Regt came to
light. They all played bowls in various clubs in JoBurg,
and interestingly enough I got a reply from a former HAC
Battery Commander who it turned out knew my uncle,
who had served in the 1930’s in his battery, and both were
later commissioned when the war broke out in 1939 into
other Regiments, and he became our first reserve.
Moving to Durban in 1980, I met up with two former
members of The Transvaal Scottish who were both officers
during the war and were members of the Durban Umgeni
Rotary Club (which I joined and enjoyed very much) and
got to know both of them very well.
Sadly all that remains now is just fading memories, as
like all good soldiers they just did n’t die, they just simply
faded away. My lasting item of being associated with
the Transvaal Scottish, is a programme that was given to
me by RSM Blume, who I met while playing in a MOTH
afternoon. It is the programme used for the Presentation
of the New Regimental Colours, September 1969, which
outlines the history of the regiment and order of parade
for the ceremony.
Strike Sure is everything to us, Alba nam Buadh meaning
‘Well done Scotland’ is that of The Transvaal Scottish’, and
long may it remain so.
Yours aye,
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Derek Carr

As you can see, this is not a money making exercise and
the only people paying for ‘the Generals’ and other top table
guests are their hosts, the Regimental Trust, and the Officers
hosting on the top table.
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I hope this makes the process clear
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Obituaries
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Colonel Sir Tommy Macpherson
MC CBE TD
It is with great sadness that learnt
of the passing of the last surviving
Commanding Officer of the 1st
Battalion, The London Scottish
Regiment.
Colonel Sir Thomas (Tommy)
Macpherson was a highly decorated war
hero who led the Maquis in a guerrilla
operation against a Panzer division.
Sir Thomas “Tommy” Macpherson,
who has died aged 94, was awarded
three Military Crosses, three Croix
de Guerre (two Palms and Star), and
several Papal and Italian medals during
the Second World War; he subsequently
had a successful career in business.
Ronald Thomas Stewart Macpherson,
the fifth son of Sir Thomas Stewart
Macpherson, was born in Edinburgh
on October 4 1920. His father was in
the Indian Civil Service and became a
judge of the High Court and chancellor
of Patna University.
Tommy won a scholarship to Fettes
where he was an outstanding athlete,
winning the half mile and taking eight
seconds off the school record for the
mile. He subsequently gained the top
scholarship to Trinity College, Oxford,
in Classics but the outbreak of war
intervened and, in September 1939, he
was commissioned into the Queen’s
Own Cameron Highlanders, TA, and
asked to raise a platoon from his village.
Macpherson volunteered for the
Commandos and went through
intensive training in Scotland. To shake
hands with the instructor in unarmed
combat, he said later, was the quickest
way to find oneself flat on one’s back.
Lord “Shimi” Lovat taught fieldcraft
and Macpherson, no stranger to
mountains, became his assistant.
In January 1941 he embarked for
Suez with 11th (Scottish) Commando.
Arriving in the desert in March, they
unloaded a large consignment of
sandbags destined for the Eighth Army.
(The export of many tons of sand to the
Middle East caused some amusement.)
In June, he took part in the
commandos’ operation against the
Vichy French, who were holding strong
defensive positions on the Litani River,

Thomas (later Sir Thomas) Macpherson during the war
Palestine. At dawn on June 8, the main
body of the force commanded by Major
Geoffrey Keyes was landed close to the
mouth of the river with the objective
of seizing the Qasmiyeh Bridge intact.
Macpherson,
commanding
No
10 Troop, was involved in the most

northerly landing. His orders were to
take the Kafr Badda Bridge and, after
a fierce action, his men captured it
intact and beat off a counter-attack of
enemy armoured cars. But the Allied
assault had been postponed by a day,
the advantage of surprise was lost and
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the commandos took heavy casualties.
When Macpherson returned to
Cyprus, as the only officer with a
working knowledge of Greek he was
appointed military governor of the
north-east of the island. In October,
promoted to captain, he was ordered
to carry out a reconnaissance of the
beach in advance of Operation Flipper,
the raid by Keyes on Rommel’s HQ in
Cyrenaica (now Libya).
Macpherson and three comrades
embarked in the submarine Talisman
and were landed in folbots (folding
canoes) near Apollonia. For two
successive nights the submarine failed
to return to the arranged rendezvous
and the men set out to walk to Tobruk.
The party had no food, water, maps or
adequate footwear and were dressed
only in PT shorts.
After they split up, two of the
group were captured by the Italians.
Macpherson and a comrade reached
the outskirts of Derna, where they
sabotaged a telephone exchange. It
proved to be a bad mistake; they were
traced and picked up by an Italian
patrol.
During his interrogation, one of the
patrol brought in his unloaded Colt
automatic and asked him to explain
how it worked. Macpherson showed
him by loading a spare magazine, which
he was still carrying, and holding up
his captors. At that moment, however,
he was incapacitated by a severe attack
of cramp, disarmed and placed in
solitary confinement.
Three days later Macpherson escaped
but was caught trying to get away on a
motorbike. He was sent by destroyer
to Réggio di Calabria and imprisoned
in Campo 41 at Montalbo. In the
summer, he and other “pericolosi”
were transferred to Campo 5, a fortress
prison built on a rock, at Gavi, near
Genoa.
After the Italian armistice in
September 1943, the Germans shot
many of the guards, imprisoned others
and took over the camp. The PoWs
were being loaded on to a train bound
for Austria when Macpherson made
another attempt to escape.
He was caught quickly, but the guard
was so annoyed that he emptied his rifle
in single shots between his prisoner’s
feet as he marched him to the station.
There he was put against a wall and
was going to be shot as a warning to
other would-be escapers, but an officer
countermanded the order. Arriving at
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Sir Thomas Macpherson in 2005 (Daniel Jones)
the transit camp at Spittal, Macpherson
and a New Zealander exchanged clothes
with two Frenchmen, mingled with a
party of agricultural workers and got
away.
They were captured by a patrol of
Austrian Alpine troops and sent to a
Gestapo camp on the Polish-Lithuanian
border before being moved to an ‘other
ranks’ transit camp at Torún, Poland.
One night four of them escaped by
using one of the towers to shield them
from the searchlights. They crawled
under two perimeter fences and got
clear.
They were picked up by the Polish
Resistance and taken to a factory at
Bydgoszcz. The nightwatchman hid
them in the manager’s office but,
after an air-raid warning sounded, the
manager arrived and they were lucky to
escape detection.
The group took a train to Danzig,
aiming to board a Swedish vessel. When
one of the German security police
came and sat in their compartment,
they decided to get out at the next stop.
No ships could sail from the bombed
port of Danzig, so they hid in a lorry as
far as Gdynia.
Macpherson and his comrades
concealed themselves in a house near
the docks for several days before they

were smuggled aboard a Swedish ship
carrying iron ore. When customs
officials arrived to search the ship,
Macpherson did his best to look
nonchalant by leaning over the ship’s
rail and munching on a sandwich. One
of the group, however, lost his nerve
and gave himself up to the captain.
Macpherson and two comrades
climbed down into the hold and
tunnelled a hiding place in the iron
ore. When the ship reached the limit
of territorial waters, a launch came
alongside and German soldiers with
dogs came aboard. The hatches were
lifted and the dogs were sent down
into the hold, but the coal dust proved
too much for them and they had to be
brought out.
As soon as they were in international
waters, Macpherson and his comrades
gave themselves up to the Swedes.
The ship was diverted to Gotland,
where the men were incarcerated for
a spell, before going on to Stockholm
where they were released to the British
Embassy.
Macpherson flew by Liberator to
Kinloss and arrived home in Invernessshire in November 1943, almost exactly
two years after his capture. He was
awarded an MC for his part in the Litani
River raid, the Rommel operation and
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his successful escape.
He was then recruited by the SOE,
promoted major and put through
rigorous training at Milton Hall, near
Peterborough, before flying on one
of the first Jedburgh missions to be
parachuted into France.
In June 1944, in an operation codenamed “Quinine”, he, a French officer
and a radio operator were dropped
into the borders of the Lot and Cantal
departments to organise and lead
Maquis resistance groups. Macpherson,
who was wearing the kilt, was, for
a time, mistaken for the wife of the
French officer.
Within days of their arrival, the
“Jeds” led the Maquis in a guerrilla
operation against the Das Reich
Panzer division, which was moving
northwards into the Corrèze. The party
demolished a bridge, which delayed the
Germans for several hours, and then
defended another for six days against
enemy attacks.
They organised a raid by the
Maquis on the road and railway from
Montauban to Brive and, by July 1,
had eliminated all rail traffic between
Cahors and Souillac. Throughout
that month, Macpherson organised
ambushes on enemy convoys and, as
the Allied armies advanced from the
south, he co-ordinated large scale
guerrilla operations with success.
At Le Lioran, during one of these
operations, 300 Germans and 100
Milice, Vichy France militia, were
trapped in a tunnel. When they
attempted to escape in the train
which had been forced to stop there,
Macpherson, at great personal risk,
went into the tunnel and blew up the
railway track, thus sealing in 400 of the
enemy.
French traitors, who had infiltrated
the Maquis, made many attempts to
trap him and a 300,000 Franc price
was put on his head. He had been
awarded the first Bar to his MC when,
in September, he flew to Bari, southern
Italy, and reported to SOE HQ at
Monópoli.
In November he was parachuted
into Friuli, north-east Italy, to seek out
vulnerable rail targets. The Germans

used a Fiesler-Storch to try to track
him down and, on one occasion, he was
nearly captured when Slovenes carved
a huge arrow in the snow to indicate
his hiding place.
After the end of the war in Europe,
Macpherson was awarded a second Bar
to his MC for his operations behind
enemy lines and specifically for a raid
on the marshalling yards at Udine. He
also received the Medaglio d’Argento
and the Italian Resistance Medal.
Macpherson moved his base to Udine
and for some months commanded a
unit patrolling the border between Italy
and Yugoslavia. He complained that,
in Yugoslavia, anyone in command
of more than 30 men called himself
a general and that being outranked
led to difficulties. General McCreery’s
chief of staff advised him to put up
red tabs and call himself a brigadiergeneral. After that, there were no more
problems.
Macpherson returned to England in
September 1945 and was demobilised.
He rejoined the TA and was attached to
21 SAS TA from 1947 to 1952. In 1956
he was staying at a hotel on Lake Bled,
near the border between Yugoslavia
and Italy, when he received a rather
peremptory invitation from Marshal
Tito to visit him at his summer
residence.
In the aftermath of the war,
Macpherson had played a part in foiling
a plot to incorporate the Friuli-Venezia
region of Italy into Yugoslavia and he
had reservations about complying.
“Ah, Macpherson,” said Tito as he
was ushered in, “I have been looking
forward to this meeting. We tried so
hard to kill you.”
Macpherson went up to Trinity
College, Oxford, in October 1945 and
took a First in Philosophy, Politics
and Economics. He represented
the university at rugby, hockey and
athletics and was also a Scottish student
international at athletics. He joined
the Duchess of Kent’s household for a
spell as a tutor to Prince Edward (later
Duke of Kent) and then joined William
Mallinson & Sons, a timber company,
as personal assistant to the chairman.
He was with the company for almost

30 years and became managing director
in 1967. During his stewardship,
profits substantially increased. While
with Mallinson Denny, he was a
member of the National Board for
Prices and Incomes between 1965 and
1967.
He held many directorships,
including at Brooke Bond Group,
Birmid Qualcast, Scottish Mutual
Assurance,
UPM
Kimmegne,
Independent Insurance and the
National Coal Board. He was chairman
of Annington Holdings, of Boustead,
of the Association of British Chambers
of Commerce (1986-1988) and of
Eurochambres from 1992 to 1994.
Macpherson commanded the 1st
Battalion London Scottish TA from
1961 to 1964. He then became Deputy
Commander HQ 56 Infantry Brigade
TA and, after a final appointment as
Territorial Colonel London District, in
1968 he retired from the Army. He was
appointed CBE (Military) the same
year.
Macpherson was appointed a
Deputy Lieutenant of Greater London
in 1977, and served as High Sheriff
of Greater London in 1983. He was
knighted in 1992. Apart from his
British decorations, he was also a
Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur and
was personally awarded the Star of
Bethlehem and a papal knighthood
by the Pope. He was a member of the
Royal Company of Archers.
He was involved in many charitable
activities, and listed fishing, shooting
and languages among his recreations.
He was proud of being the chieftain
of the Newtonmore Highland Games,
president of the British Legion for
Badenoch and vice-president of the
Newtonmore shinty club.
He published, in 2010, Behind
Enemy Lines, an autobiography.
He married, in 1953, Jean ButlerWilson, who survives him, with their
two sons and a daughter.
Sir Thomas Macpherson, born
October 4 1920, died November 6 2014
Courtsey of The Daily Telegraph
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Submissions for the April Gazette should be sent by no later than
the 15th March 2015 for inclusion. All submissions are gratefully accepted.
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