August 2016

www.londonscottishregt.org

THE LONDON SCOTTISH

REGIMENTAL FAMILY

Contents 

August 2016

Honorary Regimental Colonel
Lord Robertson of Port Ellen
KT GCMG FRSE PC

Regimental Colonel
Brigadier Alastair Bruce
of Crionaich OBE ADC DL

Officer Commanding
“A” (London Scottish) Coy
Major N Storey

The

Toronto Scottish

The Highlanders

The Highlanders
(4 Scots)

Company Sergeant Major
“A” (London Scottish) Coy
CSM Ian Dawson

The Gordons merge
with the Queens Own
Highlanders to form
The Highlanders under
the SDR of 1994.

The London
Regiment
G Company
1/51 Highland
Volunteers becomes
A Company, in 1992
as part of the newly
formed London
Regiment.

The Highlanders become
the 4th Bn Royal Regiment
of Scotland (4 Scots) and
wear the new cap badge
worn by all the Scottish
Regiments.

AFFILIATIONS

Scots Guards

Editor/Production of the Gazette
Rob Blackledge
Submissions to the Gazette via email:
lsgazette@yahoo.co.uk

Member of the Association
of Service Newspapers.

46 London Scottish Regimental Gazette

The opinions expressed in the articles of the London
Scottish Regimental Gazette are those of the authors and
do not necessarily reflect the policy and views, official or
other wise, of the Regiment or MOD.
The Gazette contains official information which should be
treated with discretion by the reader.

Published at Headquarters
95 Horseferry Road
London SW1P 2DX
Tel: 020 7630 1639
Fax: 020 7233 7909

© Crown copyright.

48

Colonel’s Notes

49

OC’s Notes

50

CSM’s Notes

51

ATP Report

53

2 Platoon update

55

Household Div Regatta

56

Pipes and Drums

63

In the News

66

London Scottish Rifles Lodge

67

Regimental Association Notes

72

Cadets

77

Regimental Noticeboard

80

Glasgow Lunch

83

Letters

84

Obituaries

Front Cover: T
 he Colonel (an Archer) and the Hon Colonel (a Knight Of the Thistle)
after the Service of the Order of the Thistle, in Edinburgh

London Scottish Regimental Gazette 47

regimental Colonel’s NOTES
One of the best opportunities for
any regiment is getting a period of
uninterrupted training rhythm and, it
would seem, that this is what A Company
and the London Regiment is benefitting
from at the moment.
Watching as a white truck careered along
the waterfront, in France’s Mediterranean
city of Nice, something in us all must have
pondered on the horrific possibilities that
conflict in civil society can exploit as we
look to the future.
I know that when I see this sort of horror
and think of the United Kingdom, I am
reassured to know that the Army exists,
that soldiers are training and that we have
the London Scottish.
Of course, the important matter now is
to recruit. Without recruits, we have no
future and, without a future, we let go of
our duty of respecting the traditions we
have inherited, the burden of responsibility
to our dead and, most importantly, the
high hopes that exist in the people who we
love, to make sure that this nation is always
protected, that our Realm is safe and that
the values we live by are enshrined.
The privilege of commentating on Sky
News often gives me access to the lessons
from history that have a strong message
for today. For instance, the recent one
hundredth anniversary events to mark the
start of the horrific Battle of the Somme
on 1st July 1916 and I am glad that the
Association screened the famous Somme
film to mark it too. In that battle our
soldiers faced the dawn of new horrors,
with the mechanisation of death through
machine guns, gas and the invention of
tank warfare. With Gommecourt as a
Battle Honour we know that London Scots
from among the capital city’s commercial
community had to adapt. It is a vibrant
reminder of how important recruitment of
the best and training by the best always is,
if we are to be constantly ready and capable
to defeat enemies.
When I asked if Sky News needed their
Constitutional Commentator after the EU
Referendum, the view was almost definitely
not as the United Kingdom would probably
Remain. Well, it has been a busy time,
including the transfer of power from one
of The Queen’s Prime Ministers to another.
Very soon after the nation voted for ‘Brexit’,
I represented 3 Division at Armed Forces
Day in Trowbridge. There I met two

Commentating 100th anniversary events on The Somme with Colin Brazier, at
Sky News

veterans who landed on the Normandy
beaches, tried out a massive bike belonging
to the Royal British Legion Riders’ Branch
and met young people interested in a
future serving in the Armed Forces. In the
immediate shock of political change, the
Armed Forces Day Chaplain chose as his
Biblical text, “The Nations are in uproar &
the Kingdoms are shaken” from Psalm 46.
It was an appropriate choice.
But the point this Chaplain wanted to
make, while deliberately chiming at the
political mood, was this: in a situation of
great change, it is reassurance we all crave
and nothing delivers this to society more
eloquently than the young men and women
from among us who make the decision to
train to protect the nation, come what may.
It is an honour for our regiment that
one of us, in fact the former Officer
Commanding, Major Geoffrey Strickland,
has been selected to command the London
Regiment with promotion to Lieutenant
Colonel. He takes over soon. Until then,
we continue to give our unbridled support
to the Commanding Officer, Lieutenant
Colonel Tim Smart and our Officer
Commanding, Major Nic Storey, who has
in turn secured himself a great new job.
Recruitment and training may be their

The Queen is escorted by two Archers (the Colonel and the Regimental Lieutenant
Colonel, Scots Guards, Brig Harry Nickerson) to the Order of the Thistle service - .
The Page is the Marquess of Lorne, (the future Duke of Argyll) descendant of one of
the first Colonels of the London Scottish Regiment
responsibility but they need the wisdom
and dexterity of all ranks to get it right.
And I am certain that our younger soldiers
hold the key to how to recruit their peers
best because they are closer to the market
and friends make good comrades at arms.
Together we must all help to ensure that we
can recruit and train London Scots to be

ready for when the Nations really are “in
uproar and the Kingdoms are shaken”.
Alastair Bruce
Regimental Colonel
The London Scottish

OC’s Notes

With RBL Riders Association at Armed Forces Day in Wiltshire

Meeting two Normandy Veterans that landed in France on DDay
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The period I write upon covers April
to July 2016 inclusively – a period that
included our Annual Training Period
(ATP) in Spain.
Having carried out a vast array of
diverse training at the start of 2016, we
kicked the new training year off in April
with a real focus on shooting. There were
two battalion run shooting weekends that
aimed to get all soldiers to fire the Annual
Combat Marksmanship Test (ACMT),
and also some interesting Close Quarter
Marksmanship (CQM) shoots. This was
a great opportunity bring soldiers back
up to speed with shooting basics and the
attendance was strong from the company.
On the first of the two shooting weekends
we also managed to host the Master of
the Worshipful Company of Distillers,
Douglas Morton, who met the soldiers
and even managed to very competently
fire a few rounds down the range too.
In years gone by the Distillers have had
a strong connection with the London
Scottish and both Douglas and I are keen
to rekindle a closer relationship between
our organisations. Expect to see more of

them in the future!
Sandwiched between the two battalion
shooting weekends was the 11 (Inf)
Bde Operation Shooting Competition.
LONDONS entered an eight-man team
that contained four London Jocks – Capt
Gilmore and Ptes Ackrill, Lam and Lister.
They performed very well, particularly A
Company’s Pte Lam who came away with
the cup for overall ‘best shot’.
Moving into May was all about returning
focus on the preparation for the ATP in
June – Ex IBERIAN STAR in Spain. The
May weekend was the last opportunity
to get into the field before deploying to
Spain and served a good opportunity to
go through some last minute lessons and
drills.
And so, moving onto ATP. This was
the third Overseas Exercise (OTX) for
LONDONS since 2012, following on from
Ex LION STAR in Cyprus in 2012 and Ex
ROMAN STAR in Italy in 2014 and served
as a great reminder of the extra investment
being made to support the training offering
for the Reserves. It also served as a good
example of further integration with the

Guards as the Company I commanded
over the exercise included several Lance
Sergeants and Guardsmen from the Scots
Guards. For the duration of the exercise,
other London Jocks also held key roles,
including WO2 Dawson as Company
Sergeant Major, Capt Barklem as Company
Second in Command, 2Lt Williams as one
of the Platoon Commanders and Sgt Miller
as the respective Platoon Sergeant.
The first week involved a period of
acclimatisation to the intense Spanish heat,
followed by progressive build-up training
to cover all the basic SOPs and then a
series of Advance to Contacts. The work
was hard but rewarding and the platoons
integrated well. As reservists we often
have to adapt quickly to re-orbatting and it
always impresses me how quickly we make
new teams gel together. After a day off in
Barcelona, we moved up to La Molina, a
ski resort embedded well into the Pyrenees.
Here we were operating at even greater
altitudes of up to 2,400m, so whilst the
temperatures were refreshingly cooler, the
thin air more than compensated to make
every move that much harder. The second
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week comprised further training to cover
off Company level tactics and also terrainspecific moves, before we deployed on
exercise. The exercise included offensive
operations before integrating into a
Spanish Battlegroup to conduct further
ops and a final company assault. The
exercise was demanding, with weather
worsening dramatically and everyone
stretched mentally and physically. All in
all, an excellent two weeks exercise, and
super training experience for all those that
took part. Long may the OTXs continue.
Back to the UK and the month after
ATP is always a quieter one. The ‘First
Tuesday’ scheme has continued to work
well and on 5th July the serving company
joined Association members in the
Drill Hall for a wreath laying and then
‘Gommecourt 1916’ lecture on London
Scottish involvement at The Somme. In
what is another important anniversary
year for the Regiment, it is important that
we remember the sacrifices of our past.
And so, with ATP behind us, the
focus returns to our MAIN EFFORT
of RECRUITING. Numbers have
promisingly improved over the last few
weeks, and we now have eighteen A
Company recruits at different stages of the
sausage machine. Pte Sumner also passed
the Combat Infantryman Course (CIC) in
March to become a fully trained soldier
and I presented him with his Hodden
Grey patch on parade in April. However,
despite the improved inflow, we must
continue the focus on recruitment and
the whole company are getting involved
to support the RSUSO and Recruiting
and Recruit Training Team (RRTT) over
the coming months. We have a number
of upcoming recruitment drives in the
SE London area as we specifically aim to
reinforce the Mortar Platoon at Catford,
and are having a strong 10-strong
presence at the London Triathlon at the

a trip to Barcelona which was much enjoyed
by us all.
The next morning we deployed up to the
ski station at La Mollina, where we had a
long walk up to the high mountain (Bring
on Pen y fan).
We then had a couple of days of low level
training before we deployed out in to the
field. I am sure the troops will tell some
good war stories of ATP. Just ask them when
you see them!
After an epic insertion of TAB through
the night for a dawn attack lead by the
Spanish recce team, the weather closed in
and we all got a good soaking and also got
very cold. We found a disused barn where
we took cover and tried to dry off as much
as possible. We had a couple of hours before
moving off to find the FUP, and make the
final attack on the Spanish enemy. which

Madrid Airport for the return journey.
Nine hours later we arrived at the airport,
got straight on to the plane and back to
Brize Norton. But, the only thing was the
green fleet wasn’t at Brize Norton to pick
our kit up so we had another hours wait
before getting on the coaches for the final
journey back to London.
So all in all it was a really good ATP.
By the time you read this I will have
ridden the London 100 mile Supportive
for Breast Cancer Ride, so please sponsor
me or give me money after the event.
Here is my Just giving account
JustGiving.com/ian-dawson2016.
Strike Sure
CSM

ATP

Pte Sumner’s Hodden Grey Patch Presentation
EXCEL in August.
And so, as I sum up what has been a
highly productive period, it is also worth
commenting on our future. There is no
doubt change ahead for both the London
Scottish and The London Regiment, and we
know not exactly its form. However, I have
no doubt that we will embrace it with the
professionalism and style that only London
Scottish can. In the meantime, we must
focus on keeping our own house in order,

starting with the drive for recruitment of
the next generation of London Jocks.
STRIKE SURE
Major N J Storey
Company Commander
A (London Scottish) Company
The London Regiment

CSM’s notes
Since the last issue of Gazette we
have had ATP in Spain and a couple of
exercises.
After the passing of Major Stuart Young
we had a couple of weekends of not too
hard but good quality training. We had
9 pax attend the Low level Training in
preparation for ATP.
Then ATP Spain. A Company deployed
with 17 Troops that included our SPSI
CSgt Steele and PSI Sergeant Tunilla, in a

we defeated with a swift movement and
superior drills.
Then Index was called about 1 hour after
taking the final position. The Company
Commander looked very relieved after what
had been a very tough 4 days in the field.
Transport came to pick us up. De-bombed
back at the FOB then on to the coaches back
to St Clement, where still the work wasn’t
finished for the troops.
All kit cleaned and packed away on
pantacks for the final move back to England.
The troops showered and changed and went
out to the local town and spent some money.
A little bit of down time for us all, finishing
off with a BBQ on Friday afternoon in the
local pub. It rained but luckily there was a
wet weather plan, so we all moved to the big
hall at the pub.
Then we had an epic journey back to

training roll for the battalion. OC was Maj
Storey, 2IC Captain Barklem and CSM was
myself so we had all had top spots filled with
A Company Command team.
Also we had Sergeant Oyalegan doing
Signals, Sergeant Miller as 1 Platoon Sergeant
and 2lT Williams was Platoon Commander.
The rest of the troops were LCpl Keen, Pte
Robertson, Carr, Douglas, Gurung, Lister,
McColl, Norris and Pte Carter.
We arrived in Spain after an epic 24 hour
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Journey involving planes and coaches, with
the last leg of the journey by coach lasting 10
hours. (Not to be recommended)
After a couple of days of low level training
and getting acclimatised to the heat, we had
a 2 day exercise, to hone our skills and drills,
before we moved into the high mountains of
northern Spain with the Spanish Mounted
Division for the final exercise.
After 2 days in the searing heat of St
Clement, we had a well deserved day off and

In line with the Army’s commitment to
enjoyable, challenging and capability
building training in a variety of different
environments, the setting for this
year’s annual training period was the
mountainous terrain of Northern Spain.
We were looked after by soldiers of the
62 Mountain Infantry Regiment, who are
based in Barcelona and joined us in San
Clemente and La Molina, the two main
training areas in which we conducted our
Company level exercises.
For the two week period we operated as a
light infantry Company, commanded by Maj
Storey. There were plenty of other London
Scottish badged commanders within the
Company, including WO2 Dawson as
CSM, 2Lt Williams as Pl Commander, Sgt
Miller as Pl Sgt and myself as Company 2IC.
We also had a good number of 1 and 2 Pl
soldiers, who integrated well and continued
to show the wider Bn and our regular
counterparts who joined us, the exemplary
calibre of soldiers we have in A Company.
Having arrived at San Clemente early
on the Sunday morning, after an extremely
long journey consisting of a flight from
Brize Norton to Madrid and then a coach
from Madrid for the remaining 420km, the
Company was orbatted and given orders for
the coming days. The Company consisted
of a variety of soldiers from across the Bn,
as well as around 12 soldiers from our
regular counterparts, providing additional
experience to bolster the impact of the next
two weeks of training.
The first week was our build-up training

package, which focussed on lessons
delivered by a variety of the permanent staff
instructors including the SPSI and PSI from
A Company, such as vehicle check-point
drills, urban operations, trench clearance
and section up to Platoon level attacks.
Acclimatising to the beating sun and the
challenging terrain the San Clemente
training area offered took the Company a
few days, and by the middle of the week each
Platoon was operating smoothly. The first
week was topped off by a 36 hour exercise
(with next to no sleep!) which culminated
in a Company attack on a challenging
trench complex and obligatory Company
photograph following this!
After a day of R&R in Barcelona, which
was a welcome break following the first
week’s exercise, the Company re-organised
and prepared itself for the week ahead in
the mountains of La Molina, a popular
ski resort in the Pyrenees on the northern
Spain/France border. From arrival, it
was clear that however fit you were at sea
level, the thin mountainous air 2,000 plus
metres above sea level made things even
more interesting! After a day of battle
preparation, acclimatisation and rehearsals
for the upcoming second phase of the
training period, we once again shook out
and deployed as a Company on the ground,
conducting offensive operations in the
vicinity of La Molina. The scenery, whilst
challenging, was stunning if not a little
comical as we conducted a tab up to the top
of a red-run with full kit, in ‘offensive spirit’
and with the backdrop of a deserted ski

resort looking like the apocalypse had come,
with the snow long melted away!
The final phase of the training period saw
a challenging exercise with the LONDONS
forming part of the regular Spanish battle
group in La Molina. An emotional final
insertion tab to an objective for a dawn
attack was going so well when with only 3km
to go, the unpredictable weather associated
with the region hit us, and hit us hard. With
12 x 1.5 metre whip antennae’s reaching up
to the sky, and 70 or so tired, cold and VERY
wet soldiers, morale hit a 2 week low, and we
were forced to move into a deserted building
complex, which looked as if several livestock
had had the same idea for the last 50 years!
However, the night passed quickly and after
the final 3km or so to the objective, we took
the position and conducted our final attack
on La Molina, before making our return to
San Clemente and subsequently, back home.
The two week training period was
challenging but enjoyable, testing but
necessary and above all testament to the
ability of the reserves. A Company returned
to Horseferry Road with its soldiers and
officers ready and waiting to train and
deploy alongside their regular counterparts,
whenever that will be required.
Strike Sure
Capt J R Barklem
Second In Command
A (London Scottish) Company
The London Regiment
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BDE SHOOTING COMP
On the 9th and the 10th of April,
saw 11th Brigade’s first Operation
Shooting Competition since the
brigade’s latest reformation.
The competition took place at
Pirbright ranges where teams from
different regiments, regulars and
reservists, gathered to prove their salt
at marksmanship; one of the most basic
but important principle to a soldier.
Only the Gurka regiment was missing
from the mix due to commitments to
overseas training. Lead by Capt Gilmore
of the London Scottish, the London
Regiment took up the challenge and
entered a team of 8.

The competition consisted of 6
shoots over the 2 days. From team
matches where sections conducted fire
and manoeuvre down the range from
600m after a quick jaunt up and around
the infamous “Heartbreak Hill”, to
individual shoots where moving targets
were engaged around IBSR obstacles and
advanced downrange with bayonet fixed.
A pistols interest shoot also took place
with the army’s new Glock 17s.
The competition reached its climax
with the Falling plates match where all
the teams shot against each other, in
a knock out fashion, fighting for the
win with the fastest time to sprint 100

2 platoon update
meters and take down all 20 targets.
One of the team from the Grenadier
Guards took the win for this final shoot
and subsequently the competition
with The London Regiment taking 3rd
place. Pte Lam of A Company (London
Scottish) also successfully beat all other
participants, winning the Best Overall
Shot in the competition.
A definite success for the London
Regiment and the London Scottish
Regiment.
Pte Lam.

The highlight of this period for 2
Platoon is undoubtedly this year’s ATP
to Spain. It was a comprehensive training
period with highlights including working
with the Spanish Army and a trip to
Barcelona. Sgt Miller was employed
as one of the Regiments platoon Sgts
heading up all of the main G4.
Pte Keen was locally promoted to LCpl
in the last 3 months. A well-deserved step
up to being a JNCO for a highly dedicated
reserve soldier who has shown huge
leadership potential over the past year with
the mortar platoon. He impressed with his

live firing in Otterburn and will continue to
develop in rank over the next few years with
the aim of completing his SAA and drill
instructors course.
LCpl Morton continues to build his
kayaking prowess. He competed at the
Army Freestyle Inter Corps championships
over April and he is stepping up his
training so that he can compete in further
championships.
The remainder of the year will see
soldiers complete a variety of courses such
as skill at arms and the potential junior
non-commissioned officer cadre. This is

alongside further training weekends and
the annual round of ceremonial duties.
We are also looking forward to how the
platoon will shape in the future with the
recent government announcement that
females will be allowed to serve in the
Infantry. This will undoubtedly lead to a
new shaping period for the Infantry and
particularly the Reserves. It is positive to see
the British Army finally catching up with its
international counterparts and I personally
had positive experiences working alongside
female Infantry officers when I was attached
to the French Army back in 2011.

LCpl Morton Kayaking

recruiting update
The shooting team

Room at the top
Well not a lot has happened since my last
article. It was a good turn out from the
mess members for Major Stuart Young’s
funeral and we gave him a good send off.
I’m still waiting for some suggestions from
membersregarding having an event at HFR

during the summer months but still have had
no reply. So if I have heard nothing from you
in the near future, then I will organise an
event in October for members and partners
to attend.
Just one last thing. I will have the mess
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open on the 1st Tuesday in September, so all
please make an effort to turn up and come
to the mess for a few drinks and some food.
Strike Sure
Mess President

Recruiting is the main effort of the
Commanding Officer of the London
Regiment. The Recruiting and Recruit
Training Team (RRTT) has been
working hard to underpin this effort at
A Company.
At the last reporting event, we had
fourteen applicants at Phase Zero – the pre
attestation stage, and four at Phase One
making a total of eighteen in our pipeline.
We are glad to report a 22% increase in
the number of applicants in the pipeline.
We now have thirteen applicants at Phase
Zero, four having done selection in the

Cpl Bance briefing a potential recruit
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last quarter and nine at Phase One. We
also have one who has completed his two
week Combat Infantry Course (CIC) at
Caterrick.
There is a planned recruitment drive in
July at Bromley and Lewisham High streets
and other suitable locations thereafter, so
look out for us and spread the word. Pop

in and say hi wherever and whenever you
see the team. The best recruiting tool is
ourselves, so we must win over potential
new recruits by sharing our experience
with them in the most convincing and
positive light and get them to relish what
we do as well as the benefits derived from
being a part of the One Army.

The state of recruiting at A Company
is definitely improving. We look forward
to ushering in more recruits as trained
soldiers in the months to come.
Yours aye,
Sgt Oyalegan

Company shooting weekend
April 2016 was a busy month for
shooting for weekends for the London
Regiment with a choice of two compulsory
skills weekends and a regimental shooting
competition for the team.
The first of the two weekends was
held at Ash Ranges near the Pirbright
training area with accommodation on
camp. The Saturday quickly taught us
the value of using the collimator on a
rifle as grouping and zeroing took much
longer than usual. Once zeroed (as near as
possible) we worked through close quarter
marksmanship drills (CQM), closing in on
targets from 25 metres, 10 metres, 5 metres
and 3 metres! This simulated unexpected
attacks and worked on the skills needed

for rapid reaction to enemy targets. The
principle of ‘double tapping’ or two shots
to the head and two to the chest brought
a sense of realism to the shoot that is often
lacking during range work. It gave an idea
of what we are training for.
Following the close quarter work we went
through the Army Combat Marksmanship
Test (ACMT), firing at 100 metres from the
prone and various other positions. Most of
the groups completed the test for longer
distances but some would need to wait
until the Sunday.
On Sunday , my section completed the
ACMT at 200 metres and at 300 metres.
The remainder of the time was taken

up with a falling plate competition. This
introduced those of us who had not done
it before to the concept of a march and
shoot. This involved a short march to the
range where a fire team of four would aim
to knock down 20 plates in as fast a time
as possible. This may sound easy but was
definitely more challenging than expected.
The need to regulate breathing and work
through the marksmanship principles
becomes paramount. Needless to say, most
of the scores were fairly low and everyone
was in agreement that a company and
regimental weekend where we would be
able to practice a lot more would be very
much appreciated.
Pte Carr

1 platoon
The past few months have been busy for
1 Platoon with training and preparation
for the Annual Training Period in Spain
(Exercise Iberian Star).
Field weekends, lessons, kit preparation
and various briefs have keep the Platoon,
and its staff, busy.
Exercise Iberian Star was a successful

and enjoyable camp. Basic infantry
company level exercises forming the main
component of the training was a good test
for the platoon to put into action all their
previous training and experience. The
additional opportunity for an overseas
exercise and with combined exercises with
the Spanish army mountain unit added to

the air of excitement- even if the food didn’t.
A mixed platoon of London Scottish and
other companies within the battalion, led
by myself and Sergeant Miller (2 Platoon),
successfully completed the exercise
becoming visibly better rehearsed and
reactive throughout. A fantastic experience
and one, I am sure, will not be forgotten.

Hodden grey experience
Joining A Company is a great
experience; at the Recruiting and Recruit
Training Team (RRTT) we introduce
the Hodden Grey Army and make this
an experience for the men and women
applying to join A company.
We convince them this is the right
place to be. How do we do this? We show
them around, highlighting the history
of the building, the fact that at the initial
construction, individual railings and other
internal structures from 59 Buckingham
Gate were moved to current day Horseferry

Road Army Reserve Centre (HFR ARC).
We show them the museum for them to
see the various medals, and other history
that shows the sacrifices of those that have
come before us and what we may be called
on to do if required – the ultimate sacrifice.
They learn about the hodden grey and the
fact that they have to work to earn it. This
is why they get their tam o’ shanter headdress without the hodden grey patch on
initial issue, and they get their patch once
they become trained soldiers.
The day of the patch presentation is a
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day each one of the soldiers look forward
to. At A company we celebrate when a
soldier joins us and is presented with the
Tam O’ Shanter with the patch sewn onto
it. Families and friends are invited to see the
celebration. Pte Sumner serves as a good
example after completion of his CIC in
May this year when presented with his Tam
O’ Shanter by the Company Commander,
Major Storey.
Yours aye,
Sgt Oyalegan

Household division regatta
I was lucky enough to be offered a
place on The Household Division Sailing
Association Regatta in June. An annual
event held at Seaview Yacht Club on the
Isle of Wight, which saw officer, trooper
and private alike try their hand at sailing
for two days.
The only two members of the London
Regiment to attend this expedition were
myself and the Executive Officer, Major
Kendall who I met bright and early at
Regimental HQ before departing with
members of the Scots Guards in our
tightly packed car. After a few hours of
travel we arrived at Seaview Yacht Club
where we were split up into boats of 3 or
4 per boat, or ‘Mermaids’ as they were
referred to. Myself and Major Kendall
were accompanied by a Trooper from the
Life Guards in our Yellow Mermaid.
Having previously spent 8 days on the
Baltic in 2014 through the Army’s Kiel
Yacht Club I was able to remember which
side Port and Starboard were and roughly
which halliard was used to pull up which
sail and how to attach the sails themselves.
The rest took our combined efforts to
remember or figure out in the end and
after about half an hour or so we were
ready to sail following some impromptu
practicing.
We were pitted against the other eight
or so Mermaids consisting of various
Guardsmen and Cavalrymen in roughly
regimental boats. Three races later and
some interesting tactics got our boat into
roughly the middle of the pack following
some confusion about when the actual
start was (due to our lack of knowledge of
start procedure on the waves). Following
lunch we were out on the water again
with continued great conditions of high
visibility and glorious sunshine as well as
a very decent helping of wind. So much
wind in fact that we picked up enough
speed to have to lean over the side to
try and counterbalance the ever more
precariously balanced Mermaid!
After finishing the first day of racing
we retired to the Seaview Yacht Club
for a fantastic barbeque dinner on the
balcony which supplied a glorious view of
Portsmouth just a few miles away. This was
a great opportunity for us to meet other
crews and socialise with those we hadn’t
had a chance to do beforehand. Ten or so
hours and a few sore heads later we were
back on our respective boats. We eagerly

Major Kendall surveys the area for the elusive wind on day 2.
sat and waited for half an hour waiting for
the wind to pick up as it had unfortunately
been taken to the Mainland in the form
of a rather large storm. Eventually it was
decided that we would call it a day and
so we retired to the clubhouse for prize
giving (which unfortunately our boat was
not a recipient of) and parted ways with
our comrades.
Although the wind was not with
us on day two it was a superb outing

enjoyed by all, and especially by myself
as I thoroughly enjoyed the challenges
presented by a smaller boat and crew. I
would definitely encourage anyone with
a sailing inclination to go on this fantastic
two day excursion.
Yours Aye,
Pte Carter
1 Platoon
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Pipes and drums
“But how can me or my mates forget
When the Guards came through?”
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle
(1859 - 1930)
Being on parade, on Horse Guards,
with The Household Division for
Beating Retreat 2016 was, indeed, an
unforgettable experience and one which
vividly brought to mind the lines quoted
above.
As readers will be aware, Sir Arthur
Ignatius Conan Doyle, KStJ, DL was
a Scottish physician and writer most
famous for the fictional detective Sherlock
Holmes. What may be less well known,
and which has a certain resonance with
The London Scottish, is that Sir Arthur
volunteered to serve as a doctor during
the Boer War and worked in the Langman
Field Hospital at Bloemfontein between
March and June 1900, where he saw more
soldiers and medics die of typhoid fever
than of war wounds. He subsequently
wrote a book entitled The Great Boer
War, which was generally regarded as a
masterpiece of military scholarship, as it
was not only a report of the war, but also an
insightful commentary about some of the
organisational shortcomings of the British
Army. When the First World War brokeout, Sir Arthur, then aged 55, attempted
to enlist but was refused. However, he
mobilised a battalion of over a hundred
volunteers and suggested that the War
Office provide “inflatable rubber belts” and
“inflatable life boats”, to help save the many
sailors lost at sea, and also proposed “body
armour” to protect soldiers on the front,
but, although Winston Churchill wrote to
thank Conan Doyle for his ideas, the civil
service generally found him irksome.
However, Conan Doyle’s characters and
writings have more than stood the test of
time, and his poem ‘The Guards Came
Through’, from which the above lines are
taken, is so powerfully evocative of events
which took place 100 years ago, and which
we remember with humility now.
MAJOR STUART YOUNG, TD
Although the untimely death of Stuart
Young was covered fully and appropriately
in the previous edition of the Gazette, the
sad event was after the ‘Band Notes’ had
gone to press, and it is right, therefore,
that we should record here a short tribute
to a former Band President of the Pipes &
Drums.

Major Young undertook his presidential
role most seriously, but with a lightness
of touch without ever becoming an
easy touch. He was a great advocate for
the Band, and did much to keep us in
the public eye as ambassadors for The
London Scottish, The London Regiment
and, indeed, the Army Reserve. Whilst
Band President, Stuart participated fully
in Band Suppers and accompanied us on
trips out to Gibraltar, providing vital ‘top
level cover’ in liaising with various civic
authorities, military hierarchy and the
Governor General’s office. Stuart also
presided over a couple of memorable
‘Ladies Evenings’ at 95, where a formal
dinner made an attempt to appease our
other and better halves for the time spent
away from domestic responsibilities whilst
piping or drumming. Although always
maintaining a dignified air, Stuart took
the light-hearted banter from the Band in
good heart, and readily gave as good as he
got; it almost became a Thursday evening
ritual for him to pass judgement on the
colour of my trousers, and I guess that
we’ll never know whether the now-fabled
ceremonial spat measuring was actually an
extremely elaborate practical joke!
Thus, it was most appropriate that on
the Thursday evening before the funeral
service on Friday 22nd April 2016, Band
Practice took place, as usual, around
Stuart’s coffin resting in the Drill Hall.
Although feeling slightly awkward at first,
it all seemed rather fitting, and gave the
traditional rendition of ‘Highland Laddie’
at the end of every band practice a certain
solemnity and poignancy. It was apt too
that Piper Callum Young was on parade
at 95 on the Friday morning to pipe our
Regimental Secretary out of HQ for
the very last time, and that Piper Stuart
Nicholson was on duty at St Columba’s to
pipe in the cortege. Piper Hamish Young,
resplendent in Clan Young tartan, playing
‘Flowers of the Forest’, led the coffin up
the aisle, and, at the end of the service,
as mourners stood in respectful silence
outside the kirk, the three pipers led the
hearse off into the distance until the skirl
of the pipes faded away.
It is not conceited to assert that Major
Young was extremely proud of the Ps&Ds.
Like his successor, Lt Col Peter McLelland,
Stuart was acutely aware that the majority
of Bandsmen have never served as soldiers,
but are civilians willing and honoured to
give up, voluntarily, a large proportion of
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their time undertaking public, military
and ceremonial duties representing the
Regiment. In return, when on parade in
the hodden grey Full Dress uniform of The
London Scottish, I and many others were
equally proud to call him ‘Sir’.
BAND SUPPER
Friday 6th May 2016 was the date of the
annual Band Supper; always a highlight
in the calendar, eagerly anticipated, much
enjoyed and fondly remembered! As
usual, this year’s event was impeccably
organised and ‘MC-ed’ by D/M Foulis
with his customary charm and witty
repartee, and amongst the guests were
our good friends from the University of
Aberdeen OTC, who are always most
warmly welcome at 95. Piper Calum
Galleitch entertained those assembled
with his McLeod Medal winning set, and
Piper Hadyn Cottam was presented with
the ‘150th Anniversary Claymore’ for his
sterling exploits with needle and cotton
and kitting out the majority of the Band
with rather fetching bespoke Hodden
Grey Tam O’Shanter ‘tour’ bonnets ….
quite the de-rigour headdress this season
for debonair bandsmen about town! Pipe
Sergeant/Cpl Andy Parsons was quite
rightly, and entirely justifiably, awarded
the ‘President’s Tom-Tom’ for singularly
failing to learn the settings for the new
pipe tune, a jig, entitled ‘George Parson’s
Welcome to the London Scottish’ which
had been composed especially by Piper
Galleitch in honour of Mr Parson’s own
son!
In the Chair was Piper Stuart Nicholson
- AKA ‘Uncle Stu’ - who did a sterling job
of handing out the awards and taking wine
with pretty much the entire assembled
throng. Piper Nicholson also delivered
an outstanding speech, a veritable
masterclass in erudition, and concluded
by announcing ‘The Golden Spat’, which is
a new annual award for the best turnedout Bandsman with the smartest kit …..
needless to say, the inaugural recipient
of this esteemed prize was our very own
Drum Major Foulis, who is impeccably
smart on every occasion; although, to be
fair, after 52 years in military uniform, he
****** well should be!!!
Those gathered also heard a warming
few words from P/M John Spoore, who
announced that Paul Hammond, one
of the old brigade, a real stalwart of
the former Children’s Party and a good

The Massed Pipes and Drums, the Massed Military Band, and the Household Division Corps of Drums on Horse Guards

The Ps&Ds with Major Lawrence Sale, Director of Music Scots Guards
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supporter of the Ps&Ds, had sadly died
last January, and that, very generously,
Paul had bequeathed £1,000 to the Pipes &
Drums in his will …. The London Scottish
truly is a family!
BEATING RETREAT 2016
On Wednesday 8th and Thursday 9th
June 2016, the Ps&Ds, supporting the
Pipes and Drums of the Scots Guards
and the Drums and Pipes of the Irish
Guards, participated in Beating Retreat
accompanied by two pipe bands from
the Scots Guards Association. To be on
parade with the Household Division, at
such a high-profile public event, is always
an honour and a privilege, and much effort
goes into learning pipe settings and drum
beatings, polishing and pressing kit, and
rehearsing drill. All this contributed to the
success of the two evening performances
at which the salute was taken by
(Wednesday) Mr Kenneth Olisa, OBE,
Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Greater
London, and (Thursday) HRH The Duke
of York, KG, GCVO, CD, ADC.
In the words of Lieutenant Colonel
Kevin Roberts, Senior Director of Music
Household Division, the massed Pipes &
Drums put on a “memorable and moving
performance”, and several high-level
messages of thanks have been received.
Part of the parade programme was a
tribute in remembrance of the Battle of
The Somme, which began 100 years ago
on 1st July 1916, and during which around
57,470 British troops lost their lives. It was,
thus, one of the most terrible battles of the
First World War and the massed Ps&Ds
performance included the Retreat March
‘The Battle of the Somme’ composed by
Pipe Major William Lawrie (1881 - 1916).
P/M Lawrie had become Pipe Major of
the 8th Argyllshire Battalion of the Argyll
and Sutherland Highlanders in 1914, and
had been deployed with them to France
in 1915. In 1916 he became ill as a result
of trench conditions and was invalided to
the Third Southern General Hospital in
Oxford, where he died on 28th November
1916. P/M Lawrie was laid to rest in
Ballachulish in Argyll where, earlier this
year - on 26th April 2016 - his bagpipes
and medals were laid at his graveside
marking the start of ‘An Act of Reverence’
by the Household Division for all fallen
soldiers at the Somme in 1916. P/M
Lawrie’s bagpipes were paraded in front of
the massed bands on Horse Guards, which
made the evening incredibly meaningful.
Returning to the quote from Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle which opened these ‘Band
Notes’ it is pertinent to recall that, whilst

researching another book, called The
British Campaign in France and Flanders
in 1916, Sir Arthur was allowed to visit
the British and French fronts and the
Australian High Command invited him
to observe their positions on the river
Somme. Witnessing the Battle of St
Quentin, Conan Doyle remarked that he
would never be able to forget the horrors
of the “tangle of mutilated horses, their
necks rising and sinking” lying amidst the
blood-soaked remains of fallen soldiers.
Poignantly, Sir Arthur’s son, Captain
Arthur Alleyne Kingsley Conan Doyle (1
Hampshires) was injured at the Somme
and subsequently died in October 1918
from related sickness.
It was undoubtedly the loss of his son
which prompted Sir Arthur to write the
following poem and, standing to attention
alongside the Household Division, as
twilight fell, the spotlights dipped, and
the Lone Piper, P/M Scott Methven (The
Sovereign’s Piper and the last Pipe Major
of the Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders
before their amalgamation into the Royal
Regiment of Scotland) played from the
Guards Memorial, it was impossible not
to reflect on all those who had made the
ultimate sacrifice on a foreign field one
hundred years ago. Marching off parade,
back to Wellington Barracks, as the
Military Band played ‘When the Guards
are on Parade’ made Sir Arthur’s words
seem so real.
The Guards Came Through
Men of the Twenty-first
Up by the Chalk Pit Wood,
Weak with our wounds and our thirst,
Wanting our sleep and our food,
After a day and a night.
God, shall we ever forget?
Beaten and broke in the fight,
But sticking it, sticking it yet,
Trying to hold the line,
Fainting and spent and done;
Always the thud and the whine,
Always the yell of the Hun.
Northumberland, Lancaster, York,
Durham and Somerset,
Fighting alone, worn to the bone,
But sticking it, sticking it yet.
Never a message of hope,
Never a word of cheer!
Fronting Hill 70’s shell-swept slope,
With the dull, dead plain in our rear;
Always the shriek of the shell,
Always the roar of the burst,
Always the tortures of Hell,
As waiting and wincing we cursed
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Our luck, the guns, and the Boche.
When our Corporal shouted “Stand to!”
And I heard someone cry, “Clear the front
for the Guards!” And the Guards came through.
Our throats they were parched and hot,
But Lord, if you’d heard the cheer,
Irish and Welsh and Scot,
Coldstream and Grenadier Two Brigades, if you please,
Dressing as straight as a hem.
We, we were down on our knees,
Praying for us and for them,
Praying with tear-wet cheek,
Praying with outstretched hand.
Lord! I could speak for a week,
But how could you understand?
How could your cheeks be wet?
Such feelin’s don’t come to you;
But how can me or my mates forget
When the Guards came through?
“Five yards left extend!”
It passed from rank to rank,
And line after line, with never a bend,
And a touch of the London swank.
A trifle of swank and dash,
Cool as a home parade,
Twinkle, glitter and flash,
Flinching never a shade,
With the shrapnel right in their face,
Doing their Hyde Park stunt,
Swinging along at an easy pace,
Arms at the trail, eyes front.
Man! it was great to see!
Man! it was fine to do!
It’s a cot, and hospital ward for me,
But I’ll tell them in Blighty wherever I be,
How the Guards came through.

The Ps&Ds at the Gordon Highlanders Memorial in Aberdeen

ARMED FORCES DAY 2016
We were delighted, this year, to be invited
to travel up to Aberdeen to participate in
an Armed Forces Day Parade on Saturday
25th June 2016. Under the direction of
CSgt Michael Laing, Pipe Major of the
Aberdeen UOTC, the following seven
bands had been drawn together for the
event:
• Aberdeen UOTC Drums & Pipes
• London Scottish Regiment
Pipes & Drums
• Gordon Highlanders Association
Drums & Pipes
• Ballater & District Pipe Band
• Banchory Pipe Band
• Kintore Pipe Band
• Lonach Pipe Band
Following a cavalcade of British
Legion motorbikes, which disappeared
quickly into the distance with much

Pipe Major McLucas (LS) and Pipe Major Laing (AUOTC) with Councillor George Adam, the Lord Provost of Aberdeen, who
is Convener of the City Council, Civic Head and Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of Aberdeen. The Lord Provost is proudly
displaying the London Scottish City of Aberdeen Pipe Banner, being worn by Pipe Sergeant Parsons (LS)
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roaring of engines, the Massed Pipes &
Drums led the parade through the City
centre. Aberdeen is, of course, home of
the Gordon Highlanders, and the parade
provided an ideal opportunity to catch up
with many old acquaintances.
The Ps&Ds were billeted in Dargai
Block (as in the Gordon’s battle honour
from 1897) at Gordon Barracks in Bridge
of Don, Aberdeen. Built between 1933 and
1935, the barracks became the depot of the
Gordon Highlanders. The barracks then
became the regional centre for infantry
training as the Highland Brigade Depot
in 1960, closing to Junior Soldier training
in 1986, and are now used by a variety of
organisations, including Army Reserve
signals and medical units.
The reason for this much detail is that,
fifty years ago, a young Private Foulis had
passed out into the Argyll and Sutherland
Highlanders from the very same barracks

following completion of his basic training.
Surprisingly, although there was an
extremely heavy downpour immediately
prior to the parade stepping off, the
weather was extraordinarily hot and
sunny, and Aberdonians made the most
of their summer, lining the streets as the
parade passed. I don’t think that the local
hostelries and ice cream vans could believe
their luck … a parade, baking sunshine,
thirsty bandsmen, marching soldiers,
spectators with children … all idyllic;
unless, of course, you were carrying a Bass
Drum, walloping out the beat to keep the
parade in step and the double taps to cut
of the music, and all the while wearing a
leopard skin - I should have learned the
cymbals!
It called to mind the following cartoon,
which originally appeared in the The
London Scottish Regimental Gazette in
February 1936, eighty years ago!

So, our sincere thanks to P/M Laing and
the Aberdeen UOTC for the invitation and
their warm hospitality over what turned
out to be a most enjoyable weekend. The
Ps&Ds have already recruited a number
of ex-OTC bandsmen into our ranks, and
we look forward to continuing what has
become a very fruitful partnership!
UZBEKISTAN
Whilst the rest of us merry troubadours
in the Ps&Ds sweated it out on the streets
of the Granite City, two of our number
kitted themselves out in tropical jackets
and took the Persil whiteness test in
Uzbekistan, for what has become a regular
feature on the Band’s fixture list. Over the
past few years, a significant proportion of
the Band has made the trip out to assist
the British Embassy …. sometimes their
luggage even accompanies them!

Half a century later, Drum Major Nobby Foulis recreates the photo from his Passing Out Parade at Gordon Barracks, Aberdeen
This year it was the turn of Piper
Callum Young and Drummer Alex
Cooper, and (not being there myself) I
shall leave the reporting to a message we
received from Mr Mo Morrison, Regional
Overseas Security Manager, Uzbekistan,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan,
British Embassy Tashkent:
“I was fortunate enough to accommodate
Alex and Callum last week during their
flying visit to Tashkent, and it was a
pleasure having them stay. They played
well at our Queen’s Birthday Party and were
very well received by all. They stood firm
when made to pose for photographs with
every woman at the party in the searing
heat of the evening which was no mean feat.
There are some official photographs floating
about somewhere which I’m sure will get
passed on, but these are my unofficial ones
from my phone. Very dapper indeed. I’m
sure the Defence Attaché will pass on his
thanks officially via MOD to your CO once
he returns from leave.
I will certainly take up the lad’s offer of
a beer the next time I’m wandering down
Horseferry Road. Once again Alex and
Callum thanks for the gifts and the craic.
Best Regards, Mo”
As the saying goes, it’s a tough job, but
someone’s got to do it!
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Piper Young and Drummer Cooper “standing firm”!
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COURT & SOCIAL

pleasing was that Stuart is an erstwhile
member of the Ps&Ds and was proudly
sporting his London Scottish glengarry
and cap badge! As I’ve said before, look
close enough pretty much anywhere, and
you’ll find a London Scot!

Welcome
It is a pleasure to officially welcome the
following new bandsmen and to formally
record their induction into the ranks of
the Ps&Ds, having participated in their
first parade with The London Scottish:
Piper Euan McCorquodale, Piper William
Arundell, Piper Ranald Gibson, Drummer
Peter Ellis, Drummer Taf Garikayi and
Drummer Peter McDonald (who has
re-cap badged from the Ps&Ds of the
London Irish). All of them have already
made an impact on the band, in their own
inimitable ways!
and farewell
After many years as Lead Tip, Drummer
Andy Withers is leaving the Ps&Ds, having
conducted his own ‘Brexit’ campaign and
deciding to take early retirement from
work and to relocate to the South of
France, thus joining the localised diaspora
of London Scottish bandsmen seeking
the Mediterranean sun …. with Pipers
Les Hain and Gary Anderson already
ensconced in the region, they will be able
to form their own mini-band; heaven help
the locals - although whiskey sales should
increase! However, Andy assures us that
he will be back from time to time to join
our circle of session musicians who turn

Old Comrades
Whilst in Aberdeen for Armed Forces
Day, it was a pleasure to run into Graeme
Thompson, who some of us had met at the
recent Glasgow Branch lunch.
And finally …. why didn’t Trumpton
have a Pipe Band?
Those eagle-eyed current affairs
aficionados amongst you may have noticed
recent obituaries in the quality press for the
Piper Stuart McMillan, with his London Scottish glengarry.
Photo courtesy of The Scottish Government
out for various gigs! As we all know from
his infamous renditions, Andy was an
only child until his brother was born, and
we have yet to discover the intentions of
Sylvest …. he’ll probably swim back! Andy
has made a really significant contribution
to the Drum Corps and the Ps&Ds during
his time, and has put us on a firm footing.
We will miss his steady hand and calming
influence, but wish him and Karen all the

The Drum Corps with Graeme A Thompson (Aberdeen Branch)
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We can all recite the famous roll-call of
“Pugh, Pugh, Barney, McGrew, Cuthbert,
Dibble and Grub”, and the silliness in me
can’t help but wonder whether Trumpton’s
firemen were actually inspired by the
London Scottish Pipes and Drums!!
Gordon Murray’s work influenced Nick

Park and Aardman Animations, so
perhaps there’s a creative gap in the market
for a Plasticine Ps&Ds …. “The wrong kilt,
Gromit”???
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
As always, these ‘Band Notes’ rely on the
input of many others whose undercover
work fuels the narrative, so I would like
to thank D/M Foulis, P/M McLucas, Cpl
Parsons, Piper Nicholson, Piper McMillan
and Drummer Garikayi, who have all
contributed towards this edition.
So, until next time!
Bass Drummer Nicholas P Gair

In the news...

best for the future; don’t be strangers!
Piping in the corridors
of power
HM The Queen opened the fifth session of
the Scottish Parliament on 30th June 2016,
and it was pleasing to note that part of
the ceremony included ‘The Rowan Tree’
performed by the Scottish Parliament’s
Piper Stuart McMillan, MSP. Even more

puppeteer Gordon Murray, who died on
30th June 2016, aged 95. Gordon Murray
was famous as the creator of the muchloved animations ‘Camberwick Green’,
‘Chigley’ and, of course, ‘Trumpton’. What
is less well known is that, on the outbreak
of the Second World War, Gordon joined
The London Scottish, trained as a radio
mechanic and served in the Royal Signals
as a Lieutenant.

Soldiers from 102 Military Working
Dogs (MWD) Squadron, 1st Military
Working Dog Regiment, have been
conducting Live Fire Tactical Training
on Sennelager Ranges in Germany.
During the training the new personal
protection equipment for military
dogs has been tested. All dogs are
now equipped with goggles, boots, ear
defenders and a cooling vest. The dogs
also have flotation vests, which were not
used during this training phase.
Live firing and movement around
the battlefield provides a demanding
environment to hone the soldier’s skills,
not just for combat but as a dog handler
also. For the military dogs, the experience
of wearing their protective equipment,
live firing and explosions reduces their
tendency to be scared by the sounds of
weapons firing and explosions allowing
them to become calm and controlled in
stressful situations - and simulating some
of the possible stresses of battle that they
could encounter on operations.
WO2 Paul Joblin, who has served
numerous times with different dogs on
operations, completing five deployments
in Afghanistan and six deployments in
Iraq, explained: “Our military working
dogs have already saved many lives by
detecting improvised explosive devices,
weapons, ammunition, explosives and
armed intruders. We are always made
very welcome by the troops on the ground
and there are areas they would not access
without dog handler and explosives search
dog.

It is vital that we take good care of our
military working dogs to prevent them
from getting hurt doing their work.”
The dogs wear goggles to protect their
eyes during helicopter landings or during
sandstorms in the desert. The boots
protect the dogs’ paws from injuries by
dangerous fluids, glass splinters or other
dangers that could cause cuts. They are
often deployed on rough grounds in war
zones or regions of crisis which means
it is very likely that there are dangerous
splinters on the ground.
The ear defenders are helpful during the
training phase to gradually de-sensitise
the dogs to the ‘sounds of combat’ like
shots and explosions. The dog handlers
have to learn to effectively control their
dogs to prevent them from jumping up
and running into the line of fire.
The soldiers have to instantly react

to potentially dangerous situations,
taking cover and, if necessary, returning
fire. Every dog handler has to find his
or her own method as every dog reacts
differently. With practice and sensitivity,
soldiers and military working dogs
develop a compromise of successfully
working together under fire as a team.
Decisions about what personal
protection equipment the dog is wearing
are made by the dog handlers. There are
no standard situations. On patrol, for
example, it does not make sense to make
the dog wear ear defenders as hearing
provides vital information to detect
danger.
In hot climates, cooling vests are used
to provide dogs with some relief. On
patrol, they may be on the ground for
many hours in temperatures above 40
degrees centigrade.
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After extensive testing, the new Virtus
body armour system is now rolling out to
infantry troops.
The new personal armour, known as
Virtus, uses the latest materials and offers
the same protection as the Osprey system
but it is significantly lighter, moves with
the body more easily and produces a
slimmer profile.
The Virtus system has been tested by
soldiers from The Royal Engineers, Royal
Artillery, The Yorkshire Regiment, The
Rifles, The Parachute Regiment, The
Mercian Regiment as well as the Royal
Marines, with troops providing feedback
on all design elements. The experiences
of troops who served in Iraq and
Afghanistan have also helped to design
the new armour.
Ballistic plates
The level of protection employed can
be scaled up or down to match the type of
threat by adding or removing soft armour
pads and hard ballistic plates.
Lt Col Rob O’Connor (Yorks),
commanding officer of the Infantry
Trials and Development Unit, explained:
“Commanders can select a level of
armour using a combination that they
think is sufficient for the situation. This
allows them to scale back the amount of
protection in favour of agility if they want.”
As well as protection, the new body
armour is designed to aid load-carriage,
with even distribution of weight and
reduced bulkiness. Troops operating in
Afghanistan were carrying average loads
that reached around 56 kilograms.
Virtus is 4.7 kilograms lighter than
Osprey and will become lighter still
once new armour plates, which are in
development, are introduced.
Quick-release mechanism
The new system also has a quick-release
mechanism – a pin positioned on the
chest that when pulled releases the entire
body kit – to aid safe extraction from
hazardous situations such as burning
vehicles or water. This replaces the Velcro
straps that soldiers currently have to rip

armour, a Bergen or daysack across the
back, shoulders and hips.
The wearer is able to adjust the weight
bias to his or her preference with one hand
via a small controller in the small of the
back. So on long marches, for instance,
troops can opt for the most efficient setup where most of the burden is towards
the hips and away from the shoulders,
increasing comfort and stamina.
New Virtus helmet

and packs

open to release their body armour.
A new, lighter helmet will provide
increased blunt impact protection, face
and mandible guards for certain roles
and a shape that is designed to work
with the armour and daysack so weapons
can be comfortably used even in a prone
position.
The headgear features a permanent
universal mount for the night vision
scope and a scalable counterweight that
is attached to the helmet’s rear when the
system is in place to ease strain on the
wearer’s neck.
Dynamic weight distribution
One of the most radical innovations is
an integral spine, the so-called dynamic
weight distribution (DWD) system. The
device is linked to the user’s waist belt
and helps spread the load of the body

What’s it like to wear?
Pte David Thomas (1 MERCIAN),
who trialled the gear, said: “The new kit
felt much lighter and gave me a lot more
movement. The DWD system is definitely
effective, it supported my natural spine
alignment and you can really notice the
transfer of weight from the shoulders to
your hips when carrying a heavy load on
long tabs.
“The helmet is also easy to adjust and it
feels a lot more secure on the head.”
Pte Ratu Lum (1 MERCIAN) added:
“All the kit felt comfortable to carry. This
was mainly due to the DWD but also the
vest was smaller than the old version and
that made me more manoeuvrable.”
Still to be developed
Virtus will be developed and updated
over the next few years with lighter
components to increase the mobility
and agility of the wearer to an even
greater degree. Also in the pipeline is
the incorporation of a central power
supply and data system that will reduce
the battery burden and allow the
introduction of new digital situational
awareness tools.
All these features are the result of
extensive consultations with personnel
from the Defence Science and
Technology Laboratory, the Infantry
Battle School, Support Weapons School,
Armoured Combat Service Support,
Joint Air Despatch Trials and Evaluation
Unit and Institute of Naval Medicine as
well as the Defence Chemical Biological
Radiological and Nuclear Centre.

Seen at 95 on First Tuesdays:
Bryan Alderson, Jim Beales, Ray Bloomfield, Jimmy George, Bob Harman, Robert Hazell, Geoff Hetherington,
Stephen Hill, John Hudson, Nigel Illsley, David Maskell, John McCormack, Alan Morris, J Nicholson Chris
Oldroyd R Olly Mark Ormiston Bill Parr John Piper Bill Rennie Duggie Scott-Kerr, Tom Tantony,E Vallance,
Ted Wellin, Brian Welsh, Stuart Young, Ron Younger
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Dr Ian Morrison, the 90-yearold nephew of a soldier who died
in World War 1, has recently paid a
poignant visit to Fort George to meet
his Uncle’s military descendants after
the remains of Lance Corporal John
Morrison, 1st Battalion Black Watch
(Royal Highlanders) were discovered
at Cuinchy (near Arras), France.
LCpl Morrison was given a full
ceremonial burial on 27 July in Arras,
France, with The Black Watch, 3rd
Battalion The Royal Regiment of
Scotland soldiers bearing the coffin,
firing the salute and playing the pipes.
Remains discovered
LCpl Morrison’s remains were
discovered in 2014 together with a
spoon engraved with his service number
– 5181. This, and insignia found with the
remains, led the MOD’s Joint Casualty
and Compassionate Centre (JCCC) to
trace Dr Morrison and his cousin, Sheila
Thomson (age 92), as LCpl Morrison’s
nearest living relatives, their DNA
having proved to be a positive match
with the fallen infantryman.
Sheila Thomson currently resides in

The Army’s state-of-the-art Jackal
armoured reconnaissance vehicles
are currently being rolled out on
Exercise Wessex Storm, taking place
on Salisbury Plain Training area in
Wiltshire.
The Royal Scots Dragoon Guards
(SCOTS DG), who have just moved back
to the UK after 40 years in Germany,
equipped with Challenger 2 Main
Battle Tank, are changing roles to Light
Cavalry.
In swapping their Challengers for the
Jackal, they have undergone over nine
months of intensive driver, weapon and
reconnaissance training on the Jackal,
which culminates in the current twoweek exercise on the plain, in which they
will be validated and confirmed in their
new role.
The Scots Dragoon Guards are joined
by paired Army Reserve Regiment, The
Scottish and North Irish Yeomanry
(SNIY), for the Exercise. The SNIY, also
a Light Cavalry Regiment, are equipped
with WMIK (Weapons Mounted
Installation Kit), a stripped-back,
reinforced Land Rover which carries out

Dr Ian Morrison with Major Martin
Stanning
Forres, only two miles away from LCpl
Morrison’s family home in Brodie, where
he was born and brought up.
Dr Morrison who lives in Dingwall
was invited to visit The Black Watch,
3rd Battalion The Royal Regiment of
Scotland, to find out more information
about his Uncle’s Army service.
Dr Morrison said: “My cousin and
I have been immensely impressed and
grateful for the investigative work carried
out by the MOD’s JCCC following the
discovery of our uncle’s remains and also
for the reaction from the Black Watch in
honouring one of their own with a full
ceremonial burial.”

Golden thread
Major Martin Stanning, of The
Black Watch, 3rd Battalion The Royal
Regiment of Scotland said the regiment
is immensely proud of its heritage. He
added: “To be involved in the burial of
LCpl Morrison is a huge honour. It was a
pleasure for us to host Dr Morrison at Fort
George and give him some background on
the history of the Battalion.
The golden thread that runs right
through the Regiment, linking us
inextricably with our forefathers, is core
to our ethos. Activities like this strengthen
the bond between past and present. The
Scottish soldiers of today share the same
fighting spirit and esprit de corps as that
of our ancestors, hence we are honoured
to assist the Morrison family in burying
their Uncle, John Morrison.”
Beverley Simon, of MOD JCCC
added: “It is extremely rare but immensely
satisfying to be able to trace living relatives
of one of the many fallen heroes of the
Great War. This is particularly poignant
in the case of LCpl Morrison as the living
relatives are so closely connected.”

The Jackal being put through its paces

similar tasks to the Jackal.
The Commanding Officer of the SNIY
Lieutenant Colonel James CampbellBarnard said: “We have a very close
relationship with the SCOTS DG – quite
a few of our number have served in the
regulars with the SCOTS DG, we share
permanent staff instructors and we
operate together very often. It has worked
really well and my soldiers have learned
a lot.”

The Jackal could not be more different
from the Challenger 2 for SCOTS
DG to master. It is a deep battle space
reconnaissance rapid assault and fire
vehicle, which is used for roles in which
mobility, robustness, and endurance
speed and manoeuvrability are essential.
It has been used in Afghanistan in some
limited roles but is now being rolled
out to be the main vehicle to equip the
British Army’s Light Cavalry Regiment.
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London Scottish rifles lodge 2310
The 510th regular meeting of the
London Scottish Rifles Lodge No.
2310 was held at Mumbai Square on
Thursday 26th May 2016. The May
meeting is traditionally the annual
Installation meeting when the new
Worshipful Master for the year is
installed by his predecessor.
This years outgoing Master was
W. Bro Jim Nicholson, one of our 3
Chelsea Pensioners. At the age of 86
he did an exceptional job of installing
his successor W. Bro Alex McBride.
It was a very emotional ceremony for
both him and Alex, and those present
were very moved and impressed with
the way both Jim and Alex performed
on the night.
There were 21 members and 10
visitors present at the meeting,
including the Master of the Scots
Lodge and, for the first time in many
years, the WM of the Bloomsbury
Rifles. The Paddington Rifles were also
invited but unfortunately could not
attend. Thus our old links with fellow
Lodges of the original Rifle Volunteer
Corps are now re-established.
The following officers of the Lodge
were invested in their respective
offices:
Master of the Lodge – W Bro Alex
McBride
Immediate Past Master - W Bro. Jim
Nicholson
Senior Warden - Bro Martin Felstead
Junior Warden - W Bro. George
Spencer
Chaplain - W Bro Chris Perryman
Treasurer – W Bro Tony Rawlins
Secretary – W Bro Steve Lovelock
Director of Ceremonies - W Bro
Douglas McQuaid
Almoner and Mentor – W Bro Barry
Rayner
Charity Steward - W Bro Gary
Anderson
Senior Deacon – W Bro Mike
Shanahan (also a Chelsea Pensioner)
Junior Deacon - Bro John Stevens
Assistant Director of Ceremonies –

years. This prompted a thunderous
round of applause for Bro Jim who
responded by saying that he had
experienced a wonderful year that had
passed far too quickly but he was very
proud to have become Worshipful
Master of the London Scottish Rifles
Lodge, something he never thought
would happen at his age. He also also
thanked all those who had helped him
at Lodge of Instruction and elsewhere
to achieve this high office.
At the end of the formal part of
the dinner, we were entertained by
the excellent piping of our new Lodge
Piper, Mike Shanahan. The evening
passed with the usual London Scottish
repartee and good cheer, the rendition
of the Hodden Grey finishing with the
traditional version of Auld Lang Syne.
Our new Master, Alex McBride,
will be known to a great many having
been a steadfast supporter of London
Scottish events for years. He has been
a Freemason since 1971 when he was
initiated into the Lodge of Proven
Fellowship before becoming a Joining
Member of the Kensington Rifles in
1980. He then joined the LSRL in 2001.
Alex has been a regular attender since

WM Alex McBride in front of the second London Air Ambulance (complete with
Masonic insignia) purchased through the generosity of London Freemasons. Our
Lodge donated £10,000’

W Bro Mark Langley
Assistant Treasurer - W Bro Bill
Edmundson
Inner Guard - Bro Chris French
Stewards:
Bro Calum Durrant
Bro Ola Oyalegan
Bro Simon Kielty
Bro Dan Spencer
Bro Emil Tronicek
Bro Jason Harryman
Lodge Tyler – W Bro David
Chamberlain
Lodge Honorary Pipers - W Bros
Gary Anderson and Mike Shanahan
The Lodge business completed,
those present adjourned for some
well-deserved refreshment before
being called to dinner by the sound
of the pipes. After a roast beef dinner,
W Bro Jim Nicholson proposed the
toast to the new Worshipful Master
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in a very sincere manner. This
concluded with a rendition of the
special ‘Masters’ song by Bro Martin
Felstead.
W Bro Alex McBride
responded by thanking Bro Jim for the
toast and the way it was received by
the Brethren. He also thanked all the
brethren of the Lodge who had helped
him through the difficult years that
finally gave him the great honour and
opportunity of becoming Worshipful
Master of the Regimental Lodge. Bro
Alex then proposed a toast to the
outgoing Master, Jim Nicholson, and
congratulated him on a very successful
and outstanding year during which he
had initiated two former members
of The Regiment into the Lodge and
carried out all the masonic ceremonies
possible, including the Installation
ceremony. This is a great feat that very
few masters ever manage to achieve,
let alone somebody of his advancing

he joined the Lodge but his progress
has always been hindered by his
serious hearing problems sustained as
a result of being injured during active
service in Northern Ireland. Whilst
always very dedicated it was not until
he had a hearing implant operation
that he could consider going through
the chair of our Lodge to become
its Worshipful Master, a position
he always wanted to achieve and an
accolade he has richly deserved. He
has undertaken great public service
and considerable charity work and is
a very valuable member of the Lodge.
Having served with the Cameronian
Scottish Rifles in the 1960’s he left the
regular Army to join the Metropolitan
Police before joining HM Prison
Service where he served for 28 years.
Having left the regulars he enlisted
with 252 Provost Coy RMP TA. He then
joined Middlesex and London ACF in
1970, badged London Scottish, and
served as RSM Middlesex and North
West Sector ACF from 1984 to 1992.
Commissioned in 1992 as sector first
aid officer he retired his commission
in November 2001. If not busy enough
he joined St. John’s Ambulance in 1991

as a brigade member in Paddington
Division, finishing as Deputy Assistant
Commissioner Operations (Central
London) and for his services was
invested as a Member of the Order of
St John in 2010. He was also appointed
Queens Almsman at Westminster
Abbey by HM The Queen in July
2006 and most recently attended the
Service and Vigil commemorating
the Centenary of the Battle of the
Somme. Many will have seen him
on their TV sets in the congregation
at the Royal Wedding of The Duke
and Duchess of Cambridge. Alex
epitomises everything that is good
about Freemasonry in general and our
Lodge in particular.
The Regimental Lodge was founded
in 1889 and is open to anyone who has
served in any element of the Regiment.
If interested please contact me or any
of the above officers.
Strike Sure
W. Bro Stephen Lovelock
Secretary – London Scottish Rifles
Lodge No.2310

Association notes
The Regimental Association AGM
was held on Tuesday 5th April 2016
at RHQ. The meeting followed the
traditional agenda and all present
observed the customary silence in
memory of those 15 members who
had passed away since the last AGM.
This was particularly poignant as our
late Regimental Secretary, Major Stuart
Young TD, had tragically passed away
just 4 days previously. Apologies were
received from 13 members.
The OC, Major Nic Storey, in his
capacity as Vice President, gave his
account on the Serving Company
earlier than scheduled so he could
leave to attend to drill night duties.
The Regimental Colonel, Brigadier
Alistair Bruce, the President of the
Association, was attending for the
first time and was given a very warm
welcome. His address on the current

position of the Regiment was forthright
and well received. The Treasurer, Steve
Broomfield, then explained that due to
rising costs and expenditure, not least
for printing and posting the Regimental
Gazette, it would be necessary to raise
the annual subscription from £12 to
£15 for UK residents and from £15 to
£20 for overseas members. Discussion
then took place and the Treasurers
proposal, seconded by The Chairman,
was passed unanimously.
The Treasurer then presented the
accounts, which were approved.
Following my account of Association
activities the election of executive
officers and committee members took
place with the following results:
Chairman – Steve Lovelock
Hon Secretary – Martin Felstead
Hon Treasurer – Steve Broomfield

Asst Hon Secretary – Mark Ormiston
Asst Hon Treasurer – Brian Welsh
Stuart Batchelor
Murdo Durrant
Alan Nathan
Adrian Cornell
Angus Miller
Andy Parsons – Serving Coy rep
After many years sterling service as
Association Honorary Independent
Examiner
Graham
Kellas
had
announced he would be standing
down. Though Graham was not present
the Chairman paid tribute to his very
great service to the Association. Tony
Rawlins, until last year the Association
Treasurer, was then elected as the new
Association Honorary Independent
Examiner.
There being no other business the
meeting concluded with refreshments
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Usual Suspects line up at the Bank of England prior to the Federation of OCA’s annual parade
being served downstairs and informal
chat resumed at the bar.
The next event of note was the Annual
Reunion Lunch of the Scotland Branch
of the Association held on Saturday
the 14th May. This being the 80th
Anniversary Ken Duncan had managed
to secure the quite splendid main
hall at the National Piping Centre in
Glasgow. A mini band from the Ps and
Ds had travelled north for the occasion
and gave a quite superb set. They
were joined by our erstwhile Scottish
Branch Secretary who took his place
as a former drummer and contrived
to turn drumming into a juggling act
with his sticks. After an explanation
of the origins of the Scottish branch
and a resume of Association activities,
past and planned, an excellent lunch
concluded with a fine rendition of the
Evening Hymn, even though it was
mid afternoon. Blessed by that rare
phenomenon of Glaswegian sunshine
we all spilled out onto the street for
more liquid refreshment. For some the
day was still young and reminiscing
continued well into the late evening.
Well done Ken on organising yet
another first class lunch.
The Federation of London Old

Comrades Associations Annual Parade
and Service of Homage was held on
Sunday 5th June 2016 and followed its
traditional form. Having formed up in
Lothbury, behind the Bank of England,
representatives of the many different
Reservist Associations marched to the
London Troops Great War Memorial
at the Royal Exchange for the wreath
laying ceremony. Not being able to
attend this year Bob Blackledge had the
honour of laying our Regimental wreath.
This year we had 14 London Jocks on
parade, which is our best showing since
rejoining the Federation, surpassing
even last year’s excellent turnout. Tony
Rawlins once again was our standard
bearer and with Callum Young clad in
full Hodden Grey as the duty piper we
can be proud of our attendance this
year making us the largest of any of the
Affiliated Associations on parade. This
was particularly significant as this years
inspecting officer was Major General
Ranald Munro, the country’s most
senior serving Army reservist, who
has just taken up position as a London
Scottish Regimental Trustee and was
thus able to see us in fine form. My
thanks to all who continue to support
this event.
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This year is of course the centennial
anniversary of the Battle of the Somme.
Many of you will have seen the many
commemorations held up and down
the country and in France. In the
congregation at Westminster Abbey
for the National Service and Vigil
was our own Alex McBride. On the
1st July Mark Randall represented the
Regimental Association on the start
line of the London Scottish attack at
Gommecourt on the Somme battlefield.
At two minutes to zero silence was
observed. At zero hour a whistle blew
echoing across the now peaceful field
of wheat. A local French piper in the
tartan of our sister Regiment, The
Gordon Highlanders, then played
the Regimental March in honour of
our fallen. Standing on the site of the
German front line, with a clear view of
the ground over which the Regiment
fought with it’s fellow battalions of the
London Regiment, Mark gave a detailed
presentation of the battle to members
of the Great War Society.
This was followed by the laying of
a Regimental Association wreath at
Gommecourt No 2 cemetery where
the majority of those of our fallen
of the first of July who have a known

grave are buried. The wreath read
‘Gommecourt 1st July 1916. In proud
and grateful memory of the fallen of the
Great War. London Scottish Regimental
Association 1st July 2016’. Our new
found French comrade (Sylvain
Jauniau) played the lament prior to
the customary two minutes silence
followed afterwards by the Regimental
March. A simple but poignant act of
remembrance.
A roll of honour of those with known
graves in the cemetery was then read
out. Mark states ‘It really was a most
moving and memorable morning and I
was proud to represent the Regiment’.
Well done Mark.
To
continue
with
our
commemorations of the Somme the
Annual Regimental Association Lunch
was held at RHQ on Saturday 2nd July
and was dedicated to the memory of
those London Scots who fought and
fell 100 years earlier. The Chairman for
the day, Major Brian Welsh, welcomed
the 90 members, wives and guests
in attendance, ranging from old 1st
Battalion to current serving company.

The dinner commenced with a wreath
laid by Brian on behalf of the Regimental
Association. Following a fine meal
all were entertained by an excellent
display of piping and drumming led by
former Pipe Major Ian King. After the
formal side of proceedings had been
concluded we were treated to a special
showing of the official Imperial War
Museum film of The Somme obtained
by Mark Ormiston, assisted by our
resident projectionist Colin Granger.
Whilst we are familiar with many of
the clips to see the film in its entirety
was very special. The 1st Battalion The
London Scottish appeared marching in
formation to the front line behind the
Ps and Ds 16 minutes into the hourlong film. Many thanks again to Arthur
Fenwick for organising a first class
event, ably assisted by Martin Felstead.
To
complete
a
week
of
commemorations the 1st Tuesday in
July (5th July) was devoted to a lecture
on the subject. Many months earlier
I had been put in touch with military
historian Bill McCormick who had
readily agreed to give a lecture at the

drill hall. Using the pseudonym ‘Alan
McDonald’ Bill is the author of ‘Pro
Patria Mori - the 56th (1st London)
Division at Gommecourt, 1st July
1916’, a definitive study. He has also
written ‘A Lack of Offensive Spirit?
The 46th (North Midland) Division
at Gommecourt, 1st July 1916’ and ‘Z
Day, 1st July 1916, the attack of the VIII
Corps at Beaumont Hamel and Serre’
and is currently working on further
tomes to complete his study of the
Somme.
At 1900 hours some 46 members
of the Association were joined by the
Serving Coy in standing to order as
Capt. Jamie Barklem, 2i/c ‘A’ (London
Scottish) Coy laid a wreath on behalf
of the Regiment, the Pipe Major played
the lament. Following ‘Johnnie Cope’ I
cited the exhortation with all joining in
the refrain ‘We will remember them’.
We then settled into our seats to hear
Bill give his account of the battle, with
specific reference to our own action.
Although many of us are familiar with
the battle few would have known the
detail Bill went into. Beginning with

The pipes and drums entertaining diners at the Association Lunch 2nd July 2016
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served in the London Scottish in the
1960’s before emigrating to Australia.
He is only the 3rd Victorian and 10th
Australian to be bestowed with the
honour. Iain was kilted when receiving
his award and, as always, was wearing
his trusty Hodden Grey hose. I have
sent Iain congratulations on behalf of
the Regimental Association.
Meanwhile I welcome the following
new members: Jackie MacArthur,
Colin Cooper, Huw Thomas, Hendry
Brown and Quentin Prebble. Quentin
joined as an Associate Member in time
to attend the Gommecourt Lecture.
His grandfather, 2nd Lt. Prebble, was
wounded at Gommecourt on 1st July
serving with the 1st Bn.
Strike Sure
Yours aye
Stephen Lovelock
Chairman – London Scottish
Regimental Association
sdlovelock@googlemail.com

Piper Callum Young and Tony Rawlins
outside Armoury House after the
Federation of OCA’s parade
Author and historian Bill McCormick
an outline of the key military leaders
at Army, Division and Brigade levels
he explained the rationale behind the
plan, tactics and most significantly the
shortcomings before moving onto the
battle at Gommecourt itself.
He then described our specific
action which, having gone over the
top at zero hour, resulted in our
taking our objectives, but without
support, reserves or ammunition
were exposed to counter attack and
bombardment. Bill informed us that by
4pm the London Scottish position had
become untenable and Capt. Sparks
(A Company) sent back the following
message ‘I am faced with 3 alternatives:
a) To stay here with such of my men as
are alive and be killed, b) To surrender
to the enemy, c) To withdraw such of
my men as I can. Either of these first 2
alternatives is distasteful to me.
I propose to adopt the latter’. They

London scottish Deserters in WW2
had been in action for over 9 hours.
Due to speak for 2 hours, including a
comfort break, Bill finally concluded
his account at just gone 2130 by
summarising our losses. There had
gone into battle that day 23 officers
and 811 combatants of other ranks
together with the Medical Officer and
21 stretcher bearers; 856 in total. The
roll call on the 2nd July accounted
for 9 officers, 236 other ranks and 21
stretcher-bearers, a total of 266. Thus
our losses were approximately 70% of
our total strength killed, wounded,
missing or taken prisoner, the greatest
of any battalion at Gommecourt and
the 16th highest of any unit of the
British Army on that fateful day. A
superbly informative evening from
a true authority on the subject. It is
testament to the enduring reputation
of the Regiment that we can attract a
lecturer of such standing.
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Having thanked Bill and presented
him with a bottle of Hodden Grey,
a Regimental Plaque and the
commemorative Somme mug I was
touched to receive an e-mail from him
which said “thank you for the honour
and privilege of addressing the serving
men and the veterans. I shall not forget
it”. Bill has accepted my invitation to
attend Hallowe’en as a guest of the
Association. My thanks also to the
Regimental Trustees who paid for the
refreshments and gifts.
Our commemorations will of course
conclude with the Association Trip to
the Somme battlefields and memorials
in September.
Finally I am delighted to announce
that Dr Iain Nicolson has been admitted
as a Knight of the Order of St John
at an investiture by the Governor of
Victoria in recognition of over 28 years
service to St. Johns Ambulance. Iain

Way back in the 1990’s, when I
was Regimental Secretary, I had a
phone call from a gentleman, who
wished to take a look around our new
Headquarters at “95”. We agreed to
meet and I took the trouble to check
through our records for any details
of who he was. I was somewhat taken
aback to see that in 1939 he had been
listed as a “Deserter” and nothing
more.
It seemed strange to me that he
would wish to show his head above
“the parapet”, if that had been the
case. My curiosity was aroused. Whilst
showing him round HQ, we chatted
away and he mentioned having been
a tea planter in Darjeeling in 1939.
He added that he had enlisted in the
Indian Army serving throughout the
war and seeing active service against
the Japanese.

More recently, when doing some
research for an obituary for the
Gazette, I came across a record of
a man, who had joined the London
Scottish in 1938. In September 1939,
in common with all those “on the
books”, he had received his call-up
papers with instructions to report to
HQ by a certain date. At the time he
was suffering from chickenpox and
was confined to bed. So he could not
attend until a month later.
Subsequently he did enlist and
served with the Scottish throughout
the war, seeing action in Sicily and Italy
and was wounded twice. At one point
he was told by the Adjutant that he had
been officially listed as a “Deserter”
and this record was eventually erased.
This second story caused me to
recall the earlier story above from
the 1990s and I resolved to delve a

little deeper. I found no less than 37
“Deserters”, eleven of whom had gone
absent on the same day, 30th October
1939. This seemed unlikely to say the
least.
I can only surmise that, at the time.
a very overworked Adjutant had
instructed a very overworked Orderly
Room clerk to add “Deserter” against
the names of all those who failed to
report by the due date. I would also
surmise that they all would have had a
good reason for their failure to report.
Perhaps this article may go some
way to putting the record straight
and will reassure any grandchild or
descendent, who might visit “95”
to check on the service of a family
member, to find to their horror that he
had been posted as a “Deserter”.
Alan Morris
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london scottish cadets
145 Detachment London Scottish
Over the last few months 145
Detachment
has
been
actively
recruiting in the local school. This
has seen a steady increase in recruit
numbers and expressions of interest.
We have also had a new Potential
Instructor posted to us in the guise of
Rebecca Knight, an ex-cadet with South
West London ACF.
Training
Training has been building up
steadily, ready for the testing phase at
annual camp this year. We have had
2 fieldcraft weekends, at Bordon and
Bramley training areas. The cadets
were put through their paces in basic 1
and 2 star fieldcraft syllabus, and got to
fire off a considerable amount of blank
ammunition. For many of the cadets it
was a chance to test out the new assault
vests and cadet helmets; there were mixed
reviews, but many did say that it helped
being able to camouflage themselves
more effectively. Both weekends had
exceptional weather, which made
training easier and kept morale high.
Annual camp this year will be held
at St Martin’s Plain, and will see cadets
head over to France for a Battlefield Tour
of the Somme, conducted by SWLACF’s
very own trained battlefield guides, of

LCpl Shannon Moloney on patrol

Cadets with diving instructors getting kitted out

which I’m one. This trip will fulfil Op
Reflect requirements for most cadets
and will also see them have an exclusive
trip around the Ulster Tower and trench
works at Thiepval Wood, with the
curator, Teddy Corrigan.
The Detachment has also been
involved in ceremonial duties recently,
where cadets and staff carried out a
Guard of Honour for the Lord Mayor
of Croydon Annual Civic Dinner. The
Mayor was pleased to see cadets from
the local area performing this role with
members of the Royal Yeomanry. Col
Simon Chapman, Commandant South
West London ACF stood in for the
Deputy Lord Lieutenant, and stated he
was pleased to see us there and looked
extremely smart, as far as MTP uniform
can allow. 145 Detachment will continue
to perform this role in future years.
Armed Forces Day 2016
Cadets from 145 Detachment helped
out running a recruitment stand for 14
Coy SWLACF at Croydon’s recent Armed
Forces Day at Mitcham Road Barracks.
Cadets manned a stand and assisted the
various reserve units also in attendance
to facilitate activities. The weather held
fast till lunchtime, when rain dampened
enthusiasm of the public attending.
However the cadets rallied and continued
to project a professional image. Contacts
were made with the various units and
the Army Recruiting Team, now based
at Sydenham Road ARC. A number of
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recruiting packs were also handed out to
potential cadets and staff over the course
of the day. Next year’s event promises to
be bigger and better and placed centrally
within Croydon.
Jack Petchey Award
LCpl Shannon Moloney was the
recipient of a Jack Petchey Award grant
of £250. The money had to be spent on
an activity to improve youth rather than
on herself. Shannon decided to spend
it on taking the cadets scuba diving.
An initial training session was held at
Lodge Scuba in Croydon in their small
training pool. This session was to give
the cadets a lesson in the kit and basic
drills. For all the cadets, this was the first
time they had done Scuba Diving, so
excitement levels were high, as were the
nerves. All the cadets got the hang of it
quickly and passed all the drills that they
were taught. A second Session was held
at Crystal Palace National Sport Centre,
where they were to experience deeper
water, ‘5 metres’ and get the chance to
swim about for a bit and indulge in a bit
of aquabatics.
The cadets performed extremely
well, with many expressing an interest
in gaining their PADI open water
qualification. This is something we are
now looking at this with a possible diving
expedition in the future.
2Lt Nick Lindsay
OC 145 Detachment London Scottish

Firstly I would like to say thank you
to CSgt Callum Durrant for all his
work pulling together the Glenworples
Comp for all four London Scottish
cadet units together.
The weekend was to my mind a
massive success with a great mix of
competition, training and socialising
among all the Cadets and Staff, with
fantastic feedback. Long may this type
of activity flourish most importantly as
235 did not have enough Cadets to put
in a team for the comp this year so we
need a shot at winning it from 95 next
year! Attached are some photos from the
weekend.
In addition to the Glenworples
Weekend the unit was also given the rare
privilege to represent the ACF in the
MOD Building Whitehall Family Open
Day. This was a very rare opportunity for
the Cadets to represent the ACF in full
uniform in the MOD building for their
first ever Family Open Day. After the
cadets got through the extensive security
and for many teenagers the heartbreak
of the almost surgical removal of their
mobile phone (yes they had them locked
away by security for all the time we where
on site). Not only did the Cadets get to
speak to the families of the MOD staff
about the benefits of the ACF, but they
also got to speak to the other exhibitors
ranging from defence analysis staff from

GCHQ to cyber protection, and they
were given a guided tour around the
building including the Henry VIII wine
cellar.
And now some goodbyes….
It’s with sadness that we have had to
say goodbye to two of the unit senior
Cadets in the form of CSM Kotovas
and CSgt Nasser who have to leave due
to age. Between them over the past few
years they have been the mainstay in
the units training and development.
Between them their achievements have
been fantastic to name but a few;
Both
Deputy
Lieutenants
of
Westminster and CSM Kotovas was
also asked to deputise for the Lord
Lieutenants cadet.
Nation swimming and Rugby
representative for ACF London
The Worshipful Company of Fan
makers livery company cadet of the year
Top shot of the year from our
Company (9 units)
4 star APC Testing, SCIC, CLC and
Master Cadet courses with highly
competent passes
Finalist in the Duke Of Westminster
CVQO nationwide competition
The Senior Cadets on the international
trips to the British Army in Germany and
Battlefield Tours for France and Belgium.

The list could go on and on. As a
unit it pains us to lose them and their
enthusiasm and knowledge. I wish them
every luck in the future and hope that
they will pop in and maybe even decide
to take up the mantle and cone back to
be instructors.
From the departure of some cadets to
the gaining of more than a few. After an
extremely successful recruiting day run
by Sgt Bryan Speak at St Thomas Moore
School the units ranks have swollen to
over 20 new recruits. As I am writing this
we are planning the enrolment Parents
Evening for which I have kindly been
allowed to use 95 for pictures to follow in
the next gazette.
Finally I would like to congratulate Sgt
Ben Wardlaw who was firstly awarded
the sectors first “yellow” PI rank slide
(more on this from PI Taylor’s article)
and who now has finished his initial
training and has now been promoted
rank of Sergeant.
Please follow us on Facebook 235
Westminster Cadet Detachment ACF
it Twitter @235cockneyjocks for news
from the unit as it happens.
Captain Steven Ronner

London Scottish Cadets at the Glenworple Competition
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On the monkey bars

When Captain Ronner asked me
to write for the Gazette I was a little
worried. What to write about? And
then it hit me. I am new. I am going
through my training, and if you saw me
you might ask the same as many of the
Cadets and other Military did ‘What is
this funny red stripe with PI on it and
what does it mean?’

Cadets on the rope swing

The rank is PI is Potential Instructor.
This means that I am in training
so I thought you may be interested
in just what this training covers
and what I will have to pass to be
promoted into a Sergeant Instructor.
Upon starting your ACF career as a
civilian assistant (CA) you will attend a
familiarisation and assessment package
(FAP) weekend. This will introduce you
to into the ACF and makes sure it’s the
right organisation for you and vice versa.
It’s a great way to meet new people, learn
life skills and overall it’s a massive part
to play within the community for young
adult instructors. If you pass the FAP
weekend, you’ll be moved forward to get
your training started. You will parade at
your detachment 2 nights a week and
if you’re lucky like myself you will also
have an additional training evening each
week for PI’s only, to help enhance your
skills as an ACF instructor.

And under the wire
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The training starts with signing up
for the initial 4 training and testing
weekends. These are all full on training
residential courses covering basic
military training as well as learning
how to teach and being introduced to

working with young people and their
safeguarding. The training is as follows;
Weekend one – Basic Induction
Course an introduction into cadet
force
instructional
techniques
(CFIT). Learning and understand
the basic syllabus and introducing
you to your responsibilities as an
ACF instructor, the ACF
ethos
and how to work with the cadets.
Weekend two and three Intermediate
induction courses. By now you should
know all the basic training and are
heading forward to pass one-star
syllabus, enhancing your skills on CFIT,

Drill and turn out, military knowledge,
navigation, expedition and SSA on the
Air Rifle, No.2 rifle and the L98 A2 GP
Rifle. You will be tested on all of the
above as well as being assessed on a
15 minute lesson you had previously
prepared. After passing this weekend my
rank slide changes from red to yellow to
show I have part completed my training.
Weekend four is something I am looking
forward to as I have not done this yet.
It consists of a field weekend, mainly
focusing on Fieldcraft, Navigation and
a FTX. You will also be assessed on a
45 minute presentation out in the field.
In-between your weekends away,
you must attend a one day shooting
and coaching course covering your
marksmanship principles, grouping,
coach and live fire practice for all PI
students.
Once your 4 weekends are passed you
are put forward for your Audit Initial
Training Course which is spending 7-10
days with the Cadet Training teams who
are staffed from the regular or reserve
forces.
On my 7-10 days away with the regular
army, I will be able to put all my new
skills into practice.
Fingers crossed, once I have passed
all the above and completed my six
month and yearly Military Skill test
which all staff have to do, I will have
my Sergeant stripes within 18 months.
PI Jai Taylor

If you know anyone who would like to join the
London Scottish cadets,
there are four detachments in London:
235 (Westminster) London Scottish Cadets
Tuesday & Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm
95 (Eltham) Detachment, London Scottish
Tuesday & Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm
102 (Bromley) platoon, London Scottish
Wednesday 7.30pm - 10.00pm
145 (Croydon) Detachment (London Scottish)
Thursday 7.30pm - 9.30pm
Visit: www.londonscottishregt.org/cadets.cfm
for contact details.

London Scottish Regimental Gazette 75

IMPORTANT NOTICE

REGIMENTAL Noticeboard
Upcoming Events:
MON 29th AUG...........................................August bank holiday
TUES 6th SEPT............................................First tuesday

Regimental AssociaTion
Following a motion passed at this years AGM
it has been agreed that the annual subscription for membership
of the Regimental Association will rise to £15 for UK residents
and £20 for overseas members.
Subscriptions are due on 1st November 2016 and these new rates will take effect then.
It is much easier for the Treasurer if you pay by Standing Order.
If you do so you will need to notify your bank of the increased payment before then.
If you do not yet pay by Standing Order can we ask you to consider so doing.
Our bank details are:
London Scottish Regimental Association A/C
Bank: NatWest Bank
Branch: Westminster
Sort Code: 56-00-33
Account No.: 48278092
If paying by cheque please send to:
Steven Broomfield
26 Reynolds Road, Fair Oak, Eastleigh, Hampshire SO50 7NA
Your continued support is much appreciated.
Strike Sure
Steve Lovelock – Chairman
Steve Broomfield – Honorary Treasurer
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TUES 6th SEPT............................................Benevolent fund AGM
22ND—25TH SEPT . ...................................SOMME BATTLEFIELD TOUR
FRI 30TH SEPT .............................................LS GOLF CLUB SW19
MON 3rd OCT.. ............................................ANCIENTS dinner
TUES 4th OCT.............................................first tuesday
TUES 4th OCT.............................................Strike sure quiz
WED 12th OCT.. ..........................................GLENWORPLE DINNER
THURS 27th Oct........................................REGIMENTAL TRUST MEETING
MON 31st OCT.. ...........................................hallowe’en
TUES 1st NOV.. ............................................first tuesday
SAT 12TH NOV.............................................Lord mayor’s show
SUN 13th NOV.. ...........................................church parade
Sat 19th Nov.............................................Pipes and drums winter warmer
TUES 6th DEC.............................................first tuesday

London
LondonScottish
ScottishRegimental
RegimentalGazette
Gazette 77
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Featuring live music from
The George Buchannan Highland Minstrels

“The Kaveman” Disco for the best in boogie!

Hot Buffet         Prize Raffle
Saturday 19th November

Bar opens 18.30Hrs Showtime 19.00 Hrs

Tickets £25 names to Drum Major Nobby
Thistle95@sky.com

07774 604 148

URGENT APPEAL

It has long been a proud tradition within the Regiment that RHQ has held a supply of Uniform and
Accoutrements for loan to serving officers and soldiers. These items are expensive and there are new officers
and NCOs who need them. Stocks of these things are now severely depleted and I must ask all those who hold
London Scottish kit to return it as soon as possible.
As well as clothing, the “missing” articles include: Sporrans and Straps, Dirks, Sgian Dhus,
Broadswords, Collar Thistles, Buttons, Epaulettes and Badges of Rank.

So I ask all members of the Regimental family to look at the back of their wardrobes and do some decluttering.
Many of these things were issued as a loan for use during service and remain Regimental property. Any other
items of your own and which you no longer require would be gratefully received.
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Strike Sure Quiz

our

On Tue 4 October 2016 , A Company will be carrying out a quiz competition at HFR. The idea is twofold.
Firstly to generate cohesion at company level, and secondly to increase attendance at parade evenings.
This event will allow A Company the opportunity to forge a continuous link with A Coy association
members which is crucial for the accessibility and transfer of their wealth, knowledge and expertise.
The quiz is designed to include topics to cover the history of the regiment, infantry skills and to increase
the knowledge of all ranks within the Company.
NB: The questions of the day for the 4th of October 2016 will be taken from the history of the
Regiment from formation till 1938.
Potential Quiz Rules
1.

Participating teams sizes must be a minimum of two and a maximum of three people.

2.

Teams must include a member of the serving Company and a member
of the Association.

3.

There will be prizes presented to the winning team.

4.

The names of the winning team members will be engraved on the trophy .

5.

New team formations will occur every quarter thereby precluding working with former team
members for a twelve month period. This is to facilitate healthy interaction where everyone
knows and bonds with one another and one big happy family as opposed to a secluded
dream team.

6.

A trophy (possibly a quaich) will be awarded to a person (either serving or
association member) at the third win to take away as their personal property.
After the third win, the count reset to zero, so the three win starts all over again.
All other wins in the past no longer count.

7.

In the event of multiple winners, all third time winners will be awarded the quaich at the next quiz
night engraved with their names.

Questions setting
The window for the first quiz session is short, but going forward there will be a longer time to learn the
topics. Questions will be based on a theme and/or a tactic (military history [e.g. battle of Loos], tactics
(e.g. fighting in built up area [FIBUA] etc). Adequate notice (three months) will be given of the topic areas
prior to the quiz event and the topic for the next quiz will be selected every quarter and announced at the
end of the every other quiz. This is to grant everyone three months to learn the subject matter(s). The idea
is for everyone to conduct research as part of their learning and be able to actively participate in every
quiz. It presents the advantage for everyone to really know their regimental and military history as well as
tactics over time.
Quiz Master
An NCO or Officer will be selected as the Quizmaster per quarter, his job is to research the selected
quiz topic area, determine the number of questions as well the difficulty level that will be challenging and
interesting enough to enhance the learning process of the members of the Regiment and the Association.
Please cascade information to all in order that we have maximum attendance.
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association scotland branch 80th anniversary lunch
In November 1936 there was a call
for London Scottish Old Comrades in
Glasgow to reinstate the gatherings
held in the years following 1918. This
led to a small reunion at the Glasgow
Highlanders’ Club on 27 November
1936, where the Old Comrades
present, who had all fought in WW1,
formed what is now the London
Scottish Regimental Association
(Scotland Branch).
This year saw the branch celebrate
its 80th anniversary in the National
Piping Centre in Cowcaddens,
Glasgow, on Saturday 14 May. On a
beautiful sunny afternoon, 54 London
Scots and friends, young and old (and
some very old) gathered at the Piping
Centre, where the lunch was held last
year in the Piper’s Tryst Restaurant,
in a converted church opposite the
newly renovated Theatre Royal, where
your scribe was introduced to Grand
Opera as a wee lad. The Piping Centre
contains the National Piping Museum
where pre-lunch aperitifs were enjoyed
amid the displays of ancient and
modern pipes, not to mention the
sprinkling of London Scottish pipes
and pipers present!
Once we had moved to the Grand
Hall upstairs and were seated, Mark
Ormiston, Chairman of G Coy
Association, kindly delivered the
Selkirk Grace with aplomb. A fine meal
followed with the conversation good
and the reminiscing flowing along
with the liquid refreshment, which had
been helped along by a donation from
the late Mike ‘TMT’ Brown. Mike also
had left the branch a small amount of
money to help with widows finding
it difficult coming to the lunch. Col.
Alastair had made arrangements to
attend, but a certain 90th birthday
party in Windsor that week put paid to
that. He sent a fine message which was
read out to all in the hall:
To all Members of the Scotland
Branch of the London Scottish
Regimental Association at your
exceptional anniversary lunch, I send
profound greetings as your Colonel. Up
until the last minute, I hoped to be with
you but we Reservists know how our

The Pipes and Drums travelled up from London

Members in the Museum
careers can intervene with our lifelong
love of soldiering. Might I share with
you the clarity of my intent to be with
you soon: it comes in its best form in
the saying attributed to my ancestor,
King Robert the Bruce, while in hiding
but planning his historic stand against
the Plantagenets at Bannockburn - “If
at first you don’t succeed, try, try and
try again!” I shall do just that and
“Strike Sure”, no matter what!
Col. Alastair’s words were taken in
great cheer by those assembled and
it was heartening for all to know that
their Colonel thinks deeply of them.
One of the branch’s more elderly
members, Alec Rennie of Bearsden,
who had served in the Regiment
during WW2’s struggle northwards in
Italy, had handwritten very carefully
his heartfelt apology, which was also
read out. Thanks were given to the
London-based Jocks who had travelled
so far to come – they were all ever so
welcome.
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We remembered Absent Friends,
with the toast given by Andy Parsons,
and our special thoughts went out to
Rosie Young and her family, after the
tragic loss of our dear Stuart. He was
great friend to us all. This year being
a special year for the branch, being
a triptych of the 80th Anniversary,
Centenary of the Battle of the Somme
and Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday,
Inveralmond Brewery had gladly
sponsored travel and accommodation
for the Hodden Grey miniband to
attend. Andy Parsons, Hadyn Cottam,
Callum Young, Stuart Nicholson
and Steven Hill who had come up
from London, joined by Andrew
Morty, now working in Glasgow and
playing with the Grade 1 Scottish
Power Pipe Band, played a grand
set of March, Strathspeys, Jigs and
Reels, accompanied by your scribe
on tenor drum. This tenor drum had
been donated by our very own Stuart
Young, with his Clan Young crest, and

A great turn out again
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Ken Duncan playing with the band
together with the drum sticks, made an
excellent impression on all listening.
For those watching the performance, it
was made more interesting, as the tenor
drum sticks flew out of your humble
correspondent’s hands not once, but
twice, thus proving to all that although
our dear Stuart has gone, indeed he

was determined not to be forgotten! A
special thank you is due to Steven Hill
for thinking of bringing up Stuart’s
drum. The Regimental Toast was taken
with bottles of Hodden Grey, before
the Reply was given by the Chairman
of the Regimental Association, Steve
Lovelock. Steve spoke with his usual

humour and enthusiasm for all things
London Scottish and kept everybody
informed as to the state of play with
Association activities down south of
the River Tweed.
At the close of the afternoon,
strangely enough coinciding with
the upstairs’ bar running out of beer,
our Evening Hymn, Auld Lang Syne,
was given a rousing rendition in the
wonderful acoustics of the hall, afore
fare-ye-weels were taken and folk
began to wend their way homewards.
As has now become a tradition,
bolstered by the Hodden Grey brigade
of bandsmen, a large contingent of the
more youthful gathered outside on the
sun-strewn steps of the Piping Centre
to keep up the movement and, in
military parlance, to ‘fight through the
objective’, by continuing to try, try and
try again to drink the downstairs’ bar
dry. The good news, dear readers, in
following with due clarity of intent the
earlier advice of our very own Bruce,
we succeeded.
In the words of Wallace (the other
one with his dog Gromit), it was a
grand day out. Our thanks are due
to the Regimental Trustees for the
Hodden Grey Whisky and the most
appreciated grant towards the costs
of the lunch. Next year’s 81st reunion
will be held again at the Piping Centre
(after replenishment of bar stocks) on
Saturday 22 April 2017.
Strike Sure,
Ken Duncan (Hon Sec)

Letters to the editor
Please send your letters to, The Editor, The London Scottish Gazette, Regimental Headquarters, 95, Horseferry Road,
Westminster, London. SW1P 2DX, or email to lsgazette@yahoo.co.uk Only letters with names and addresses will be printed.
Dear Sir
The scene: Under a bush somewhere on Brecon. The date: July 1987. As
platoon signaller, I am crouched in the rain, wrestling with Batco radio codes.
From out of the night, a figure looms into view. “Are you Private Gibbs?” he
enquires. “Yes,” I say, adding “Sir” as a precautionary after-thought. It is too dark
to make out rank. “The waters have broken,” says the figure. I riffle through the
codes to interpret this Delphic utterance. “No, yer twit. Yer wife’s been taken to
the maternity ward in London.”
A week before time, our first child is about to arrive. Enter Sgt Gordon Skilling
who scoops me up into his car and drives me the many hours back to London.
After little or no sleep for 48 hours he somehow stays awake, keeping up a stream
of bright banter and humming pipe tunes in the gaps. At the hospital, I run to
the maternity ward, forgetting that I am cammed up; nurses shriek and throw
themselves under beds.
I cradle our daughter, anoint her forehead, and name her. Sgt Skilling has
patiently waited downstairs to give me a lift home. My wife’s aunt, a forthright
General’s daughter accompanies us, issuing peremptory directions for the route
home from the back seat: “Left, right. No – left!” I wince and try to keep a
conversation going to drown her out. Sgt Skilling looks across at me and smiles
conspiratorially. What a generous, charming spirit he was.
Strike sure.
Joe Gibbs

Dear Editor,
After the sad business of reading the obituaries of 4 London Scots known personally to me—Paul Hammond, John van
der Vord, Gordon Skilling and Stuart Young—it was heartening to read John Spoore’s piece about Major Dick Dunn who at
85 years young is marrying an old flame after both their spouses had passed away.
Maj Dunn asks if anybody remembers him. Well, I do—he was OC C Coy when I joined the Regiment as an 18 year old
in 1963. After my first range day, I found him looking very bemusedly at his SLR—C Coy were the first in the Bn to be
issued with this new wonder weapon. He was most grateful when I stripped it and re-assembled it after he had cleaned
it—he refused my offer to do that, though. How odd, I thought to myself, an officer who doesn’t know anything about his
own rifle.
All this came back to me 29 years later when as Ops Officer of 5 QUEENS (V), I found myself on my last range day in
the TA in pretty much the same boat, looking at my newly issued SA 80 rifle without knowing even how to put the sling
on, never mind opening it up to pull it through before firing. Fortunately a very newly joined Queensman discretely came
to my assistance and, yes, I did clean the thing myself after passing my range course. How odd, he was probably thinking
though.
Strike Sure
Martin Wilson

Relaxing outside the magnificent venue
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Obituaries
H. Gordon Slade. (Harry)
12th February 1927 – 12th June 2016
Harry died on the 12th June and eight
London Scots attended his Memorial
Service at St John’s (Lewisham) joined
by a fine gathering of his local friends
and neighbours. – a most sincere and
impressive tribute.
Piper Tommy
Johnston played his part in the
churchyard.
Harry joined the London Scottish in
‘48, having previously seen TA Service
in the Royal Engineers, and the Royal
Army Education Corps, reaching the
rank of Sergeant in both. His first camp
with us was in ‘49, At that time the 1st
Battalion predominantly consisted of
former WW2 veterans who retained
their wartime ranks, so most were
members of the Officers’ or Sergeants’
Messes. Corporals and below were few
and far between so an unofficial rank
of ‘Private Gentleman’ was introduced,
and it fitted Harry to a ‘T’.
For nigh on twenty years he was
one of the most committed serving
members,
and took part in just
about everything (perhaps excluding
shooting – but even then he was i/c the
butt markers). He played for the rugger
team, the basketball team, Courage
Trophy, orienteering, the motorcycle
trials team, the cross-country running
team, and was one of our foursome
reel team that won the Army Dancing
Competition at Oban Highland Games
in ’56 and ‘57.
Militarily he held all ranks from
private to captain, but the one that
gave him most satisfaction was that of
Colour Sergeant. In those days (1950s1960s) the C/Sgts of the Battalion

William Richard Conolly
Bill Conolly died on 22th April 2016 at
the age of 93 after a long, full and eventful
life. He was born on 10th November 1921
in Ilford. His father was from London
and his mother from the Shetland Isles,
but she was widowed when Bill was
still very young. As a result, he and his
elder brother Jim were educated at the
Royal Caledonian School in Bushey, a

were a most august body of men who
wielded great power and were named
‘The Scruple’. As Harry said ‘Now I can
say NO and be politely rude to whom
I please’. He was Sgts’ Mess Secretary
in ’56 and soon afterwards took a
commission. In May ’59 he was i/c the
London Scottish guard at Holyrood
House, and in the same year carried
the Old Colours on the presentation
parade for the New Colours. By ‘ 61 he
was a Captain, and was awarded the TD
in ’65. His service ended in ’67.
Early education was at the Merchant
Taylor’s School, and he went on to
the University of London to study
architecture. By ’71 he had become an
Architectural Historian, his speciality
being the production of plans,
drawings, papers and printed articles
on stately homes and vernacular
buildings, principally (though not
exclusively) of the North East of
Scotland. This material is presently
held at the University of Aberdeen.
After his serving years he retained
his interest in the Regiment, but sadly,
failing eyesight limited his attendances,
and his later years were not easy for
him.

JOHN FRANCKE
Died 2nd May 2016, aged 82

life in the industry. He worked at
Gatwick Airport, having joined British
United Airlines in 1970. When they
subsequently merged with Caledonian
to form British Caledonian Airlines he
worked in their Maintenance Planning
Department up to 1987.
He leaves four children - son Giles and
three daughters Carline, Alison and
Angela.
The Funeral was on 19th May at St
Wilfred’s Church, Haywards Heath.

John had a great love for aircraft and
aviation and spent all of his working

VICTOR JOHN MACPHERSONCLIFFORD
Born 5th October, 1939.
Died 24th
March, 2016.

Alan Morris
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civilian job took him overseas.
In 1948 he joined the National Bank of
Australia and a year later was posted to
Melbourne. He also worked in Victoria
and Tasmania, and it was here where he
first became interested in photography,
an interest he maintained for the rest of
his life.
He returned to London in 1953 and
married his wife Peggy in 1957, settling
in Theydon Bois, where they had two
children. Around this time he joined the
Loughton Camera Club and was an active
member for more than 50 years, and in
that time won many competitions and
trophies. He was an inveterate traveller
that took him all over the world where he
was able to indulge himself in his great
love of photography. He was also a great
lover of the Arts, especially music, and
was a member of his local music society.
Bill stayed with the National Bank of
Australia for the rest of his working life
and was their oldest pensioner. He was
quite proud of the fact that he’d managed
to be retired for longer than he’d been an
employee.

John Francke joined the 1st Battalion
London Scottish in the early 1960s.
In 1967, when the Territorial Army
reorganised
and
the
Battalion
disbanded, he transferred to the
London Scottish Company of the
London Yeomanry and Territorials
(AVR III).

As you can see from the above he was
greatly involved in all things London
Scottish for many years. You name
it – Harry did it. I believe he was the
member who famously said ‘ In the
London Scottish an order is not so
much an order as a sound basis for
a lively discussion ‘ or words to that
effect.
‘The Scruple’ would have approved.

residential school set up for the care and
education of Scottish children living in
London. The majority were from military
families, often orphaned, or when the
main breadwinner had died.
Bill and his brother spent their summer
holidays back in Lerwick, Shetland,
where their mother stayed with her
family. A big part of their education and
development at the Caledonian School
was learning to play musical instruments

went to work in the City of London. In
May 1939 he joined the London Scottish
Regiment but was injured during training
and so missed the first deployment.
He went on to become one of the best
drummers in the 2nd Battalion which
was based at home as a training and
preparation organisation used to feed
the 1st & 3rd Battalions and other units.
In March 1944 he was drafted to the
King’s Own Scottish Borderers where,
as part of the 1st Airborne Division,
experienced his first flight and trip
abroad – by glider into the Battle of
Arnham in September 1944. When
this objective failed, only 72 men of the
7th Battalion returned across the Rhine
(one in ten of their number), and a
further 120 never returned at all. Bill was
wounded and lost a couple of fingers. He
was captured and spent the next eight
months as a prisoner of war, ending up
in Stalag XIB in Northern Germany.
After the war Bill’s ability to drum
was not impaired and he re-joined the
London Scottish Pipes and Drums, and
continued to play with them until his

and, up until the school closed in 1996, it
had a famous Pipe Band; and it was here
that Bill learned to play and become a
very competent drummer.
He was the last in a long line of Cale’
boys who went on to join the London
Scottish Pipes and Drums. Mike
Crowley, Johnny Dodd, Ian McDougall
and Charles Redman were other such
well-known names.
Bill left school at the age of 15 and

Victor MacPherson-Clifford has died
at the age of 76. He joined the 1st
Battalion in the early 1960s, serving
with the Mortar and Recce Platoons
until transferring to G Company in
1967 at the reorganisation of the T.A.
Around this time he became a trusted
member of Alan Morris’ Company
Stores Team. Unfortunately a badly
broken leg on an assault course brought
an end to his military TA career.
Alan describes him as a quiet and
reserved man, always impeccably
turned out, generous to a fault and

Bill joined the London Scottish
Regimental Lodge in 1957 and remained
a very active and loyal member of the
Lodge until age and circumstances
prevented him from travelling into
London for Lodge Meetings, Lodge of
Instruction on a Thursday night, or
other Regimental activities. He was
the Worshipful Master in 1969/70 and
was the Lodge Treasurer for more than
25 years. He was made an Honorary
Member in May 2009. His other claim
to fame was that he Initiated yours truly
into the Lodge in January 1970, so he has
a lot to answer for!
In 2003, Bill went on a Regimental
Association trip to Arnham which he
found very emotional, not least when
standing in front of the graves of his
less fortunate comrades. After this he
continued to have close and active links
with the London Scottish and KOSB
Regimental Associations for the rest of
his life.
Ken Phillips

Martin Felstead

first to contribute to good causes.
He attended Church Parade and
Hallowe’en Dinners regularly, and was
often a visitor to 59 for a quiet chat.
He lived in Pimlico for most of his life,
and for many years Victor was a senior
driver for Shell International, driving
visiting VIPs from various nations.
Victor was a member of the London
Scottish Rifles Lodge 2310 for a number
of years and an active supporter of the
Lodge Ladies Nights.
Alan Morris attended the funeral at
Chichester Crematorium on 19th April.
Martin Felstead
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THOMAS Joseph Renouf (or Tom
as he was usually known) was born
on March 28, 1925, in Fisherrow,
Musselburgh, to the parents Bramwell
and Margaret Renouf.
On June 26, 2016, aged 91, he died
peacefully at home, amongst his family.
Tom’s father died at an early age in
1934 when he was only nine years old.
Tom and his sister, Elizabeth (Betty)
were raised by his mother Margaret.
He was educated at Musselburgh
Grammar School and was made captain
of the school 1st rugby XV, which enjoyed
an unbeaten run under his captaincy. He
retained a lifelong connection with the
school and helped found the 1930 Club,
which continues to meet on an annual
basis. He presented the 1930 Trophy on
several occasions and helped raise funds
for the war memorial in Musselburgh
and the restoration of Newhailes House
for the National Trust for Scotland.
Tom left school in 1943 and enlisted
in the 2nd Battalion London Scottish
Regiment and after training was posted
to the Tyneside Scottish. The Tyneside
Scottish Regiment was subsequently
amalgamated into the 5th Battalion
Black Watch Regiment, the Regiment he
went on to form a lifelong commitment
to uniting and supporting its WW2
veterans.
In June 1944, on D-Day plus 4, Tom
landed in France and began the long and
bloody fight for the liberation of Europe.
He was involved in the breakout from the
beachhead at Breville, near Caen, and
was wounded at Mauny in the process.
Upon rejoining his Regiment, he
fought through France, Belgium and
Holland, including the liberating of La
Roche-en-Ardennes during the bitter
winter of 1944/5.
Tom went on to cross the Rhine in
the final stages of the war, where he
was awarded his Military Medal and
promoted to Lieutenant in June 1945.
Following demobilisation in 1946,
Tom undertook a variety of jobs on
building sites and with the Electricity
Board before entering Edinburgh
University, where he studied and gained
a PhD in sub-atomic particle theory.
Tom spent eight years at the Royal
Military Academy at Shrivenham
before returning to Scotland to take up
a research scientist post at Edinburgh
University. He finished his academic life
teaching physics at St. Margaret’s School
for Girls.
In 1954, he met Kathleen in Melrose
and they married eight years later. Their
son George was born in 1963.
Throughout his life, Tom enjoyed
a deep and abiding love of art and
music. He played the clarinet, guitar

and received it at Mauny. Later that year,
Tom made his last pilgrimage. Together
with a handful of HD veterans, he was
invited to Gennep in Holland to celebrate
the 70th anniversary of their liberation
by the 51st Highland Division and the
renaming of the Highlander Bridge.
As part of the 71st anniversary of
D-Day, Tom was selected, together with
11 other veterans, to have their portraits
painted as part of a tribute commissioned
by His Royal Highness The Prince of

Wales and the Duchess of Cornwall. This
collection of paintings went on display at
Buckingham Palace in 2015 as The Last
of the Tide.
In June 2016, he was awarded the
MBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours
List. Through the efforts of a number of
good friends, Tom was able to receive the
award at home, together with an extract
of the Citation shortly before his death.
Throughout his life, Tom was
dedicated to his family and friends. He

took great pleasure in spending time
with his grandchildren and was kind and
generous to a fault. He never lost sight of
the commitment he made to ensure that
those who gave the ultimate sacrifice
were not forgotten.
He is survived by his wife, son,
daughter-in-law, three grandchildren
and sister.

first thing I saw as we landed on the beach
was a small brass key which I thought was
an omen of luck so I picked it up and I
have it to this very day.
He went all the way up through Italy,
seeing many famous places on the way.
One of which was Monte Cassino. He
writes, “It was at Monte Cassino that I was
supposed to have done something brave as
I was decorated with the Military Medal.”
After a months leave after the war had
ended, a reward for winning the M.M.,
he returned to Trieste, Italy until he was
demobilised in September 1946.
Although he was only with the London
Scottish during WW2 he was proud to be
associated with them and wore the “Strike
Sure” badge on his blazer.
After the war ended he started his
family having four children and eventually

ten grandchildren and twelve greatgrandchildren. He returned to the bakery
for a while and then in 1951 started as
a machine operator in the Royal Small
Arms Factory at Enfield Lock. Retiring
in 1983 by which time he had become an
Executive Officer.
His wife Mary died in December 2000.
She had suffered a stroke many years
earlier but this did not stop them enjoying
holidays, socialising and life in general.
He considered himself one of the lucky
ones to be able to return after four years
away and enjoyed and appreciated his life.
Edgar died after a short stay in hospital on
4th April 2016.
He was much loved and will be sadly
missed by his family and friends.

Courtesy of the East Lothian Courier

Edgar James Dartnall M.M. 1921- 2016
Formerly L/Bdr. E .J. Dartnall. 1817702.
Known to many as Joe.

and piano in a variety of genres from
jazz to classical and performed in local
bands before, during and after his Army
service. He was an accomplished pianist
and enjoyed singing, as well as playing
the popular songs from his childhood.
He was a regular attendee at concerts
in Edinburgh and elsewhere and was
a Patron of the Scottish Chamber
Orchestra.
Tom was instrumental in the concept
and design of the Highland Division
Memorials which have been raised in
memory of the thousands of HD soldiers
who did not return. Together with his
close friend Alan Herriot and help
from the Army, they commissioned,
transported and dedicated monuments,
including full-sized bronze statues of a
Highland Piper, and dedicated them to
his Fallen Comrades. A Memorial Statue
has also been erected at the House of
Bruar and a tapestry mounted at St Johns

86 London Scottish Regimental Gazette

Kirk, Perth. Tom was at the forefront of
fund raising for all the memorials and the
tapestry. The fundraising also extended
to providing funds for some 200 veterans
to attend the 50th anniversary of the
Liberation of Holland in 1994.
Like many war veterans, Tom was
very reluctant to discuss his wartime
experiences until 1994, when the late
General Sir Derek Lang asked him to
assist in the organisation of the major
pilgrimage of some 200 veterans to North
Brabant for the 50th anniversary of the
liberation. Following the organisation of
many other pilgrimages, Tom eventually
decided to write his memoirs, which
were published in 2011 under the title
‘Black Watch’. Tom was also heavily
involved in the updating of ‘The History
of the 51st Highland Division’ by J B
Salmon, which was republished in 2015.
In 2014, Tom was awarded the Legion
d’Honneur by the President of France

Born 21st November 1921 in Enfield
Middlesex.
Fourth eldest of eight children, he had
outlived all his siblings.
Like many old soldiers, he didn’t
talk much about his war service but
fortunately, when he was in his eighties,
he was persuaded to make some notes for
our family history. Some of the following
is taken from these.
In 1935 he began working for the local
co-operative society in a grocery shop and
then the bakery.
On the 24th July 1941 he was
conscripted into the London Scottish
Regiment. He was posted to several places
in the U.K. One of these postings was
Windsor Great Park. His unit was visited
by the then Queen Elizabeth (the late
Queen mother) and Princesses Elizabeth
(now Queen) and Margaret. He met them
personally in the units office and he writes
“it is a moment I will always treasure.”
He married his late wife, Mary Gilbert,
on the 24th May 1942. He had a few
months to enjoy his married life, although
he was away a lot of the time, before he was
sent overseas in October 1942.
He writes “My overseas service was
varied, mostly good times but also some
bad times. My first port of call was
Durban, South Africa, where we stayed
for 6 weeks. We then boarded another
ship for India but fortunately, as it turned
out, the ship broke down and we had to
return to Durban for a further 2 or 3 weeks
after which we were sent to Egypt to join
the 8th Army. With whom we went to N.
Africa via all the well known landmarks
of that era, Benghazi, Torbruk etc. until
reaching Sfax in Libya. July 1943 saw
us in Sicily, which was a bit hectic, until
3rd September 1943 when we crossed the
straits of Messina and landed in Italy. The

Alan Dartnall (Son)
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